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Protecting forests and the livelihoods that depend on them 

 
Illegal logging costs countries $10-15 billion 
each year in lost revenues.  Illegal logging and 
the trade in illegally harvested forest products 
destroy valuable forest ecosystems and the 
wildlife that depend on them, undermine 
legitimate commerce, fuel conflict, and have 
serious economic and environmental 
consequences.  The United States' �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V��
Initiative Against Illegal Logging (PIAIL) aims to 
address the problem working with producer  
and consumer partners.  The  
PIAIL, launched in 2003, has  
achieved notable results.   
 
Our strategy 
 

 Build capacity in  
developing countries  
to clarify and enforce  
forest-related laws,  
and to establish good  
governance at all  
levels.  

 
 Engage forest-dependent  

communities in sustainably  
managing forests.   

 
 Promote the use of technologies  

such as remote sensing to monitor  
changes in forest conditions and  
compliance with forest-related laws. 

 
 Promote good business practices,  

transparent markets and legal trade. 

Recent Developments 
 

 China �± The United States and China -- the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���Z�R�R�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V�����F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
traders �± have concluded a Memorandum of 
Understanding on Illegal Logging and 
Associated Trade to work cooperatively to 
strengthen forest law enforcement and 
governance, share information on illegal 
logging and associated trade, and promote  

transparent timber markets and 
legal timber trade. 

 

 Indonesia �± The United States 
and Indonesia are working 
under a 2006 bilateral 
agreement to combat illegal 
logging and associated trade 
while helping to ensure 
�,�Q�G�R�Q�H�V�L�D�¶�V���O�H�J�D�O�O�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
timber and wood products 
have continued access to 
United States markets. 

 

 Liberia �± The governments of 
the United States and Liberia  

are working to foster important forest sector 
reforms to help restore legitimacy and fiscal 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���Z�D�U-ravaged forest 
sector through the Liberia Forest Initiative. 

 

 Central America �± The United States is 
providing $18 million for environmental 
cooperation under the U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement with Central America and the 
Dominican Republic.  A portion of these funds 
is being used to improve governance in the 
region, including forest law enforcement. 


