
Charting Colombia’s Progress



Near Failing State to Thriving Democracy

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

“Colombia’s transformation in less than a 

decade from failing state to thriving 

democracy is one of the greatest victories 

for the cause of human rights in our 

world today.”

Secretary Condoleezza Rice, 

October 9, 2007
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Plan Colombia Achievements 2000-2008

 Prevented 400 hundreds of tons of cocaine a year from reaching U.S.

 Kidnappings down by 83%, homicides 40%, terrorist attacks 76% 

since 2002.

 Over 46,000 terrorists demobilized under President Uribe. 

 New accusatorial judicial system in place nation-wide that resolves 

cases in months instead of years.

 Over 5% average GDP growth for past six 

years; Poverty and unemployment 

at lowest levels in a decade.

 Over 200,000 families have benefited from                                    U.S. 

alternative development programs.

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA
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Source: Colombian Ministry of Defense
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Kidnappings

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

Dramatic improvement in 

Colombia’s security

Terrorist Attacks

Homicides down 40%

Kidnappings down 83%

Terrorist attacks down 76%
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76% Decrease
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COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

Almost 47,000 members of illegal 

armed groups have demobilized, 

including nearly 9,000 FARC, 

almost 2,000 ELN, and more than 

36,000 paramilitaries.  Over 31,000 

of these paramilitaries demobilized 

under the Justice and Peace Process, 

whereby they must fully confess to 

their crimes, provide reparations to 

victims, and face justice in 

Colombian courts.
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Source:  Colombian Prosecutor General’s Office

131

0

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

2002 2007

Mayors Exercising Office Outside of Municipality
(out of 1099 municipalities)

Today, thanks to 

improved security, all 

mayors in Colombia live 

and work in their 

respective municipalities

COLOMBIA
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Ridership on Colombian Roads
(in millions of travelers)
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Source: Colombian Transportation Ministry (www.mintransporte.gov.co/servicios/estadisticas/tablasygraficos2004.htm)

COLOMBIA

As Colombia’s security 

situation continues to improve, 

ridership on Colombia’s roads 

has almost doubled since 2000

99.01
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Spending – Balance of Payments, Bank of the Republic

Visits by International Tourists
(in thousands of people)

COLOMBIA
With improved security and economic growth, the number of 

tourists visiting Colombia has almost doubled in the last five years

Spending by International Tourists
(in millions $US)
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Homicides of Trade Unionists in Colombia

Since 2002, homicides 

of trade unionists have 

fallen over 80 percent

COLOMBIA
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Persons Enrolled in Protection Program
(cumulative totals)

Source: Colombian Ministry of the Interior and Justice
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The Ministry of Interior and 

Justice’s $39.5 million 

program provided protection 

for 9,444 individuals in 2007

COLOMBIA
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Groups Receiving Protection

COLOMBIA
2007, 3%

NGOs  (6%)

Other

(8%)

Trade Unionists

(21%)

Union Patriotica 

Members (22%)

City Council Members 

(23%)

Source: Colombian Ministry of Interior and Justice; Other = Journalists, Personeros, Mayors, Department Legislators, Witnesses, Medical Personnel, 

Former Mayors

Trade unionists, 

displaced persons, 

human rights 

workers, and NGOs 

account for almost 

half of those receiving 

protection from the 

Colombian 

Government

IDP’s (6%)

Leaders of 

Civil Society 

and HR 

Organizations 

(10%)

Government 

Human Rights 

Officials (3%)

Peace Negotiators (1%)

7/18/2008



Protection Expenditures by Group

COLOMBIA

Source: Colombian Ministry of Interior and Justice; Other = Internally Displaced Persons, Journalists, Personeros, Mayors, 

Department Legislators, Witnesses, Medical Personnel, Former Mayors
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Government              

Human Rights      
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One third of the 

Protection 

Program’s 

budget         

($13.1 million) 

goes to protect 

trade unionists

Leaders of 

Civil Society 

and HR 

Organizations 

(8%)
IDP’s (2%)

Peace 

Negotiators 

(9%)
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Alleged Political Killings
(according to NGO reporting based on press reports and allegations received by NGOs)
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COLOMBIA

Overall, allegations of 

politically-motivated 

murders have decreased 

substantially in the last 

6 years.
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New Displacements
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Source: Colombian Government’s Acción Social General Index on Displaced Populations 

[http://www.accionsocial.gov.co/Estadisticas/publicacion%20septiembre%203%20de%202007.htm] and Colombian NGO Consultancy 

for Human Rights and Displacement (CODHES) [http://www.codhes.org/Info/Boletines-graficos.htm]

Though displacement continues to be a concern, 

and an average of 200,000 people are displaced 

per year, rates are falling.  NGOs believe figures 

may be about 25% above those listed here due 

to under-registration.
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Source:  Colombian Institute of Rural Development (INCODER)

30,733,851 hectares are indigenous reserves; Colombia has a total of 103,870,000 hectares within its borders
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One third of Colombia’s land 

(over 30 million hectares) is now 

dedicated to indigenous reserves 

(land collectively titled to 

indigenous communities)

COLOMBIA
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COLOMBIA

Poverty down almost 20% 

since 2002

Unemployment at its 

lowest level in a decade

Record economic 

growth

GDP per capita has more 

than doubled since 2002

Source:  GDP Per Capita figures from International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database, April 2008; 

All others from Colombian National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) 7/18/2008



Source:  Inflation figures from Inter-American Development Bank (www.iadb.org/datagob/index.htm);

Wages figures from Colombia Statistics from Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (*Data through Aug)
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COLOMBIA

Consistent 

wage growthSubstantial 

decrease in 

inflation

The World Bank singled out Colombia as one of the 

top ten economic reformers of 2006-2007
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Child Mortality
(number of deaths per 1,000 children under five)
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COLOMBIA

Thanks to economic growth and 

increasing wages, more people 

are able to provide adequate 

health and nutritional care for 

their children
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Overall Exports
(in millions of $US)

Source:  Government of Colombia – National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE)
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Growing Economy, Growing Exports
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Growing Economy, Growing Imports
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COLOMBIACOLOMBIA
Foreign Investment in Colombia

(in billions of U.S. dollars)

Source:  Government of Colombia, Bank of the Republic
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Thanks to improved security and 

economic growth, foreign investment 

in Colombia has grown six-fold since 

1994, topping $9 billion in 2007.
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New Businesses Formed
(total per year)
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COLOMBIA

Rising numbers of new 

businesses formed 

thanks to a permissive 

economic environment
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*2007 figures are preliminary

COLOMBIA

While estimates differ, there 

is progress: cultivation is 

down by 7% since 2001

Down by 

27% since 

2001

Seizures of cocaine 

bound for the United 

States have increased 

127% since 2001
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From its peak in 2001, 

cocaine production is 

down by a third; seizures 

have more than doubled.

COLOMBIA

Source: Department of State International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR) 2004, 2006

*2007 figures are preliminary 7/18/2008



Source:  Colombian Armed Forces General Command and National Police Center for Criminal Investigation

COLOMBIA

0

50

100

150

200

250

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Drug Laboratories Destroyed
(2002 – 2007) +94%
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COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

A testament to its outstanding 

bilateral relationship to the 

United States, Colombia has 

extradited over 750 criminals 

to the United States; including 

over 680 since President Uribe 

took office in 2002.
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This document is available on-line at 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/93761.pdf

For more information on Colombia’s turnaround, 

visit the State Department’s webpage 

on Free Trade Agreements at

http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/c22883.htm

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA
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