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MEMORANDUM

FOR THE PRESIDENT

°setha,

Subject: Initiation of Negotiations with the
GLR on Establishment of Diplomatic

kelations
The West Gexman Parliament has completed ratificatieon

of the Basic Treaty regulasting relations between the FRG

and the GDR and the Treaty has come into effect The only
remaining guestion conc\::iﬂa the Treaty rcsults frem an

action by the state of Bavaria challenging its constitution-
ality before the Constitutional Court. The Censtitutional <
Court has cormitted itself to rendexr a decision by the end \\!
of July. It is anticipated that the Court will find the
Treaty congtitutional.

Civen these QOVOLOQ nents, I believe that we can now
establish a general time franme fox hegutlaulo 15 with the
GDR on the establishment of diplomatic relations. We
propose to take no action unitll after the 0001¢;hn of the g%)
Constitutional Court has keen rendered Assuning that the A\
decision is not ¢f a nature to interfere with the imple-

nmentatiocn of the

Basic Treaty, we plan to get in touch with
the CGDR Obse1v01

at the UN in early August and ;nform him

L

e
<

that we wish to work out a schedule for bilateral talks.
Ve intend to propose that z small grour from Lhe Department

to Fast Re “‘in time

go some in Auvgust to look inte the
‘facilities which can be nmade aveilable for the establishment
of an Amerlccn Imbassy. This would be followed 1

September by bilateral negetiztions in Washinogton

the Bast Germans wculd na rep'e;Jntad “V a ucio;zt

East RBerlin., We consider it advantageosus to send
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delegation to East Berlin first since an important aspect
of the substantive bilateral negotiations will be the
premises and operating conditions which the East Germans
are prepared to guarantee for our Mission.

When the negotiations take place we will follow the
positions described in my memorandum of February 15, 1373
which you reviewed earlier, Assuming the negotiations are
successful we foresee the copening of en American Embassy
in East Berlin before the end .0of the year.

I find that the seating arrangement at the CSCE in
Helsinki will place me next to the East German Foreign
Minister. 1If, during the five or six days that we will be
sitting together, he alludes to the possibility of bilataral
relations I intend to say that we plan to be in touch with
the East German Ambassador in New York on the subject
later in the year.

1Zff:%2i;;2;;%?%5“5%;%%§z}w&m~h\\‘

- William P. Rogers
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