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’ HIGHLIGHTS )

® PM Maliki Renews Calls for Stronger Central Government (POLITICAL, page 4).

® Iraqi Farmers Suffering from Drought (ECONOMIC, page 14).

® Iraqi Parliamentarians Warn Israel (DIPLOMATIC, page 17).

® New U.S. Advisory, Assistance Brigades to Deploy to Iraq during Next Troop Rotation
(SECURITY, page 20).
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Prime Minister pushes for stronger government while legislators debate Kirkuk elections

PM Maliki Renews Calls for Stronger Central Government:

A At a meeting of sheikhs in Baghdad July 11, Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki again
appealed for increasing the central governments power. In pushing for constitutional
changes, Maliki decried the current constitution as “not a good formula for building a
modern state,” but acknowledged that changes must not be “reached by intimidation
or the bullying of others.” In the same meeting, Maliki denied calls for an amnesty
for insurgents with ties to Saddam Hussein’s regime. In a reference to former
members of the Ba’ath Party who became part of the insurgency, PM Maliki said, “It
is not fair to reconcile with those who made women widows, children orphans,
destroyed the country, launched wars and were not excused until now.”
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

Prime Minister pushes for stronger government while legislators debate Kirkuk elections

Kirkuk Dispute Affecting Passage of New Elections Law:

A Traqi lawmakers reported July 12 that legislation on parliamentary polls scheduled for
January 2010 is delayed while lawmakers discuss how to handle polls in the disputed
Kirkuk province. Speaker Ayad al-Samarrai explained to journalists that the Kurds
want Kirkukis to vote the same way as residents in other provinces. However, Arab
and Turkman legislators opposed that approach instead wanting to delineate that two
parliamentary seats each would go to the Kurds, Arabs, and Turkman with one seat
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