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HIGHLIGHTS (et}

¢ KRG Officials Comment on Kirkuk, Feud with Central Government (POLITICAL,
page 4).

® Iraqi Delegation to Attend IAMB Meetings (ECONOMIC, page 14).

® Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki Visits Washington DC to Meet with President
Obama and Other Senior U.S. Officials (DIPLOMATIC, page 18).

® Iraqi Security Forces Independently Provide Security for the Shi’a Pilgrimage without
Major Violence (SECURITY, page 20).
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation AD

Kurds discuss tensions with the Central Government

KRG Officials Comment on Kirkuk, Feud with Central Government:

A At election events July 18 and 19, Kurdistan Regional Government President Massoud
Barzani reiterated the Kurdish commitment to Article 140 of the Iraqi constitution,
which calls for a referendum to decide the status of Kirkuk. President Barzani
promised that the KRG will “absolutely not compromise on this issue...on the rights
of the people of Kurdistan,” and asserted he will not compromise on the Kurdish
claims to Kirkuk. Separately, Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani warned in
an interview July 16 that the Kurdistan Regional Government and the Central
Government in Baghdad remain deadlocked in efforts to resolve ongoing disputes and
noted that fighting might have already erupted between Peshmerga and Iraqi Security
Forces if the U.S. military were not in the North.
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Kurds discuss tensions with the Central Government

Dispute Threatens Ninewa’s Provincial Council:

A The 16 Kurdish council members in Ninewa province are refusing any contact with
Arab governor Atheel al-Nujaifi and pledged July 19 that they will create a separate
council if an agreement with Nujaifi is not achieved. The Kurds claim Nujaifi has
been continuously marginalizing them on Ninewa’s provincial council and one
council member threatened to form a separate council if no solution was found, a

_ Nujaifi
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