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HIGHLIGHTS

* KRG Elections (POLITICAL, page 4).

* Iraq’s Cabinet Approves Draft Law Resurrecting National Oil Company (ECONOMIC,
page 13).

® UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon Issues Report on Iraq’s Obligations Under
Chapter VII (DIPLOMATIC, page 21).

® Secretary of Defense Announces Possible Acceleration of Military Drawdown

(SECURITY, page 23).
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

El ections take place in |Iraqgds Kurdish Regi o

KRG Elections:

A The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) held elections for the regional presidency
and parliament July 25. The polls drew a high voter turnout of almost 80%. According
to preliminary results released July 29, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) maintained control in parliament with 57% of the
vote, while the main opposition party, the Change List, gained 23.8%. Current KRG
President Masoud Barzani won 69.6% of the votes for president. Certified results will
be released following the Iraqi Independent High Electoral Commission’s review of
complaints. According to Hamdiya al-Husseini, the chairwoman of the Kurdish
region's electoral commission, approximately 350 foreign election monitors from
Europe, the Middle East, and the United States were registered in addition to over 7,000
local observers.
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

El ections take place Iin |Iraqds Kurdish Regio

KRG President Rejects UNAMI Proposals and Indicates Intention to Hold KRG

Constitution Referendum in Fall:

A KRG President Masoud Barzani said July 28, in his first interview after the KRG
elections, that United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI)
recommendations for resolving Iraq’s disputed internal boundaries are unrealistic.
The KRG President also said he wanted to hold a referendum on the controversial
draft KRG constitution during the fall.

Turkmen Against Participating in Iraqi National Census:

A Political parties representing the Turkmen population of Kirkuk announced July 23
that they intend to boycott Iraq’s national census, scheduled for October. In a
statement, the parties vowed they would not participate in the census in any part of
Iraq that they reside in, saying that a “boycott of 2% of the nation’s population will
cause the census to lose its authenticity.” They called for a delay until a strategy could
be developed determining the residency status of Kurds who moved to Kirkuk after
the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime. Kurdish leaders in Kirkuk said they plan to

participate in the census.
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

El ections take place in |Iraqgds Kurdish Regi o

UNHCR Ceases Medical Aid to Iragis in Jordan Due to Budget Issues:

A The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
announced July 21 that due to a budget shortfall, it is temporarily suspending medical
aid to 600 Iraqi families in Jordan. The agency requested $48 million for 2009, but
nearly half of this amount is still unavailable. UNHCR is seeking continued

contributions from donor countries and anticipates obtaining additional funds from
countries by the end of 2009 to address the shortfall.
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