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’ HIGHLIGHTS

® The Government of Iraq Postpones National Census (POLITICAL, page 4).

® BP Technical Team Meets with Iraqi Oil Engineers (ECONOMIC, page 10).

® Iraq and Syria Agree to Form Bilateral Security Committee after PM Maliki Visit
(DIPLOMATIC, page 17).

®* MNF-I Commander Proposes Tripartite Security Cooperation for Northern Iraq
(SECURITY, page 19).
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

Attacks grow on homosexuals as Iraq postpones national census

The Government of Iraq Postpones National Census:

A The Iraqi government has indefinitely postponed plans to hold a national census,
fearing that the move could ignite ethnic and political tensions in Kirkuk and across
the country. The postponed census, originally scheduled for October 2009, would
have been the first census in 22 years. Iraq’s Planning Minister Ali Baban stated that
Iraq was “technically ready for the census. But hearing the fears, concerns and
reservations of political groups in Kirkuk and [the northern province of] Ninewa, we
decided to slow down the process and the census has been postponed indefinitely.”

Report Warns of Growing Attacks on Homosexuals in Iraq:

A Human Rights Watch released a statement August 17 warning that homosexual men
have been tortured and killed in Iraq in recent months. According to the report,
Mugqtada al-Sadr's Mahdi Army militia has joined in the attacks and defends its
actions as a way to stop the "feminization" of Iraqi men. Iraqi officials have asserted
that the government does not condone such attacks.
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

Attacks grow on homosexuals as Iraq postpones national census

Cabinet Approves Draft Law that Requires Senior Officials to Renounce Dual
Citizenship:
A Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki’s cabinet approved draft legislation that obligates all

senior government and security officials to renounce any foreign citizenship or leave
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