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 HIGHLIGHTS

® Deputy Minister of Transport, Adnan al-Obaidi, Arrested on Corruption Charges
(POLITICAL, page 4).

® Untendered Oilfields from the First Bid Round May Be Offered Again (ECONOMIC,
page 10).

® Vice President Biden Visits Iraq (DIPLOMATIC, page 17).

® U.S. Air Force Team to Assess the Future of Iraqi Air (SECURITY, page 19).
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

Deputy Minister of Transport arrested in move to curb corruption

Iraqi Deputy Minister Arrested on Corruption Charges:

A The Iraqi Integrity Commission announced that Iraq's Deputy Minister of Transport,
Adnan al-Obaidi, had been arrested after investigators recorded him accepting a
$100,000 bribe. Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki reportedly supported the move. The
commission acknowledged this was the first time a high-level Iraqi official was caught
while taking a bribe. Aqeel Kawthar, a spokesman for the Ministry of Transport,
stated that the arrest came as a surprise to the ministry as there were no prior
indications that al-Obaidi was involved in such activities. However, he acknowledged
that the Ministry of Transport "supports and congratulates” the Integrity
Commission's work. The investigation began when a foreign security firm
approached the commission and alleged that al-Obaidi had asked for a $500,000

bribe to renew the firm's contract.
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Deputy Minister of Transport arrested in move to curb corruption

Draft Elections Law Approved by Cabinet:

A In preparation for the 2010 national elections, the Iraqi cabinet approved a modified
version of the 2005 national elections law September 12. The draft legislation would
permit an open list system, allowing voters to select individual candidates, instead of
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