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® President Talabani Visits Washington (DIPLOMATIC, Page 4).

® Prime Minister Maliki Announces the Creation of the State of Law Coalition
(POLITICAL, page 5).

® Talks on Hydrocarbons Legislation Postponed Until After Elections (ECONOMIC,
page 11).

* ISF Conduct Large-Scale Arrest Operation in Ninewa (SECURITY, page 17).
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DIPLOMATIC - Political Engagement A

President Talabani visits Washington

President Obama and Iraqi President Jalal Talabani Discuss Commitment to Iraq:

A President Obama called Iraqi President Jalal Talabani on October 5, and spoke with
him at the White House on October 6 during Talabani’s meeting with National
Security Advisor General Jim Jones. The President conveyed appreciation for the
leadership that President Talabani had shown in promoting national unity in Iraq and
encouraged him to continue his efforts in this regard. He reaffirmed that the United
States remains committed to working with Iraq to promote security, political progress,
and economic development as Iraqis take responsibility for their future.
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation

New coalitions emerge Iin preparation for national elections

PM Maliki Announces Formation of New Coalition:

A Traqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki announced the creation of the State of Law
coalition that will run in the January 2010 national elections. The coalition is
comprised of Maliki's Dawa party, Shi’a Kurds, Sunni tribal sheikhs and
independents. In a speech in Baghdad's Green Zone, Maliki stated that the “birth of
State of Law represents an historic milestone and development in establishing a
modern Iraq built on peaceful, nationalist principles.” The new coalition will
compete for votes against the Iraq National Alliance (INA), headed by the Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI), the Sadrist Trend, and other senior Shi’a parties
along with some Sunni tribal figures. Sources close to PM Maliki hope he can create a
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