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 HIGHLIGHTS

® JHEC Urges COR to Pass a New Electoral Law (POLITICAL, page 4).

® UK-Iraq Security Agreement Approved by Iraq COR (SECURITY, page 8).

® Senior U.S. Official Speaks about Ways to Increase Investment in Iraq (ECONOMIC,
page 14).

® Iraq Participates in the 6th Regional Conference of Interior Ministers (DIPLOMATIC,
Page 18).
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislation D

Election law still being debated

IHEC Urges Iraqi Lawmakers to Ratify Electoral Law:

A Faraj al-Haidari, head of the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC), urged
legislators of all parties to pass a new electoral law immediately. Al-Haidari’s warnings
convey that timing has become an issue of concern with regards to the technical
aspects of the January election, including ballot printing and expatriate- and
displaced-voter registration. MPs have been debating whether to adopt an open- or
closed-list election system. Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, a top Shi’a cleric, has
encouraged the adoption of open lists as a more transparent process for the public to
choose their representation.
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Coalition Affiliation (at

time of appointment)

United Iraq Alliance

Kurdistani Alliance

Iraqi Accord Front

Iraqi National List

Minister of Agriculture

POLITICAL — Government of Iraq

Minister of Communications

Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman

(F) = Female

***Formerly Iragiya President

Jalal Talabani
Deputy President

Tariq al-Hashimi

Deputy President
Adil Abd al-Mahdi

Nuri Kamil al-Maliki

Deputy Prime Minister

= Dr. Barham Ahmed Salih

Minister of Displacement &

Minister of Culture Minister of Defense

Migration
Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan

Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan

Mabhir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadith

Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al-
Khuzai

Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F)

Minister of Oil

Minister of State at Large
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