
OBSERVATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES Case No. 11.204 Statehood Solidarity Committee 
As the United States has previously indicated, the petition submitted in Case No. 11.204 is 

inadmissible for the reasons detailed in the numerous submissions to the Commission. The petition in this 
matter fails to state a claim under the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man 
(“Declaration”), and on this basis, the United States respectfully requests that the Commission withdraw 
Report No. 115/01 and order the petition dismissed. 
 

First, petitioners have failed to allege facts that establish a violation of the right to vote as 
set forth in Article II of the Declaration. The decision to establish the District of Columbia as a 
federal enclave in which residents have voting rights that differ from residents of other areas of 
the United States was not based on any improper grounds as set forth in Article II. Instead, the 
decision was based on matters of federalism, unrelated to “race, sex, language, creed or any other 
factor.” 
 

Likewise, the petition fails to establish a violation of Article XX of the Declaration. Neither 
the petition, nor the Commission’s Report identifies any standard--either in the Declaration or in 
international law-- that would require participation in government in any particular manner. The framers 
of the U.S. Constitution, as well as its past and present citizenry, have devised a system of 
government that affords citizens of the District of Columbia certain rights with regard to participation 
in governance, both at the district and federal level. This is a matter properly within the discretion of 
the people of the United States. 
 

Finally, the political system challenged by the petition is simply not appropriate for 
review, and even less for rejection, by the Commission. These are sensitive issues better left to 
domestic political processes. There is simply no basis for the Commission to substitute its judgment 
for the political debate and decision-making of the federal branches of the government of the United 
States. 


