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A Message from Assistant Secretary Andrew J. Shapiro

Welcome to the 10 edition of 7o Walk The Earth In Safety. Our annual report details the United States’ Conventional
Weapons Destruction (CWD) Program, a collaborative effort by the Department of State, Department of Defense, United
States Agency for International Development, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the Department of
Health and Human Services. These agencies strive to help countries recover from conflict and create safe, secure environments
to rebuild infrastructure, return displaced citizens to their homes and livelihoods, and establish situations conducive to

stability, nonviolence, and democracy.

From its initial focus on landmines dating back to 1993,
the CWD program has expanded to encompass remediation
of all explosive remnants of war, as well as the destruction of
excess, loosely secured, or otherwise at-risk small arms and light
weapons (SA/LW), including man-portable air-defense systems
(MANPADS) and munitions. These programs leverage our long-
standing involvement and experience in humanitarian mine
action to provide additional assistance to countries recovering
from conflict, as well as those struggling to control unstable and
unsecure munitions that could spark a new humanitarian crisis, or
in the case of MANPADS, can endanger global aviation if these
potent weapons fall into the wrong hands.

Assistant Secretary Shapiro (center) talking with community leaders

in Now Zad, Afghanistan. The United States is proud of its leadership in this area. We
Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of State, Embassy Kabul. i ) K : K
continue to be the world’s leading donor to CWD, including hu-
manitarian mine action. In Fiscal Year 2010, the Department of State provided $161.5 million in CWD assistance to 43
countries, which contributed to the extraordinary plummet in annual landmine casualties. Since the inception of the U.S.
Humanitarian Mine Action Program, we have contributed more than $1.9 billion in CWD assistance to 81 countries, help-
ing several of them become free from the humanitarian impact of landmines in the process. We are proud to have played a
part in Central America’s 2010 declaration that it has become mine-impact free, the first region in the world to do so. Our
Quick Reaction Force also assisted with clearing abandoned and unexploded munitions left over from World War II in To-

rokina, Papua New Guinea, thereby returning the land to Torokina residents in 2010.

This work is not done in a vacuum. Extensive efforts to partner with other donor nations, international organiza-
tions, and affected states are a hallmark of our CWD Program. The United States also engages in multilateral fora to enact
stricter controls on conventional SA/LW, MANPADS, and munitions. This year, the United States has joined with Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom to form a new initiative aimed at countering the illicit proliferation of
MANPADS. In addition to diplomatic engagements, the Department of State reaches out to civil society, both at home and
abroad, to raise the profile of these important issues and encourage grassroots involvement in hastening an end to these chal-
lenges. Our strong Public-Private Partnership Program enables us to extend our reach and enables dedicated individuals to
play a role in improving the lives of their fellow global citizens.

Thanks to support from the U.S. Congress and American taxpayers, we are sustaining American leadership and values in
forging ahead with diplomacy and development to help everyone walk the Earth in safety.

Andrew ]. Shapiro,

Assistant Secretary

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Political-Military Affairs

Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
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Explosive remnants of war (ERW), at-
risk small arms and light weapons (SA/LW),
including man-portable air-defense systems
(MANPADS),
conventional munitions pose both a national

and unsecure or unstable
security threat and a humanitarian threat. The
Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) addresses
these hazards comprehensively through its
Conventional Weapons Destruction Program.

Man-portable airdefense systems in Montenegro.
Photo courtesy of Dave Diaz, PM/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.

Threats

Unexploded landmines, ERW, weapons
caches, and makeshift stockpiles of weapons
and ammunition litter post-conflict
battlefields and communities around the
world. Improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
are easily created from stockpiles and used by
insurgents against national government and
coalition forces in active war zones such as Iraq
and Afghanistan. As innocent civilians return
to post-conflict zones to live and work, these
items pose a grave threat. Population growth
and urban expansion in the developing world
place civilians closer to weapons- storage
facilities that were once far outside of city
limits. Disasters result from accidents in these
situations—more than 100 people were killed
and more than 600 were injured as a result
of depot explosions in Gérdec, Albania and

Maputo, Mozambique. Funding, training, and
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flexibility are vital for national governments,
agencies, and domestic and international
organizations to mitigate these threats.

While PM/WRA has traditionally ad-
dressed all of these issues, we realize that the
lines between ERW, IEDs, at-risk weapons, and
munitions have become blurred over time. For
this reason, our programs and funding merged
into a more comprehensive approach called
Conventional Weapons Destruction (CWD).
CWD groups the funding of programs for the
clearance of landmines, unexploded ordnance
(UXO0), and ERW, the destruction and demili-
tarization efforts for SA/LW, MANPADS, and
conventional munitions, as well as efforts
to increase physical security and stockpile
management (PSSM). This combined CWD
approach ensures that all of these items will
be handled at the same time to reduce the
humanitarian and national security risks. By
consolidating these separate programs into
one, we offer ease and flexibility of funding
and allow program implementers to address
multiple threats simultaneously.

History of Funding

Formally established in 1993, the inter-
agency U.S. Humanitarian Mine Action (HMA)
Program is the largest and one of the world’s
longest standing such programs. PM/WRA,
acting on behalf of the Department of State,
partners in this effort with the U.S. Department
of Defense (DOD), the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). Through this interagency effort, the
United States remains the world’s top donor
to HMA, contributing tens of millions of dollars
annually to destroy landmines, the majority of
which have been manufactured and employed
by other countries and foreign combatants.
The HMA program operates worldwide to clear
landmines and ERW, further develop mine-
clearance technology, train deminers in affect-
ed countries, provide mine-risk education, and
support survivors’ assistance.

THE UNITED STATES

Pillars of Support

The three major pillars of the HMA pro-
gram are (1) mine detection and clearance, (2)
mine-risk education, and (3) survivor assis-
tance. Mine detection and clearance includes
the systematic process of identifying hazard-
ous areas through Landmine Impact Survey
(@ community-based national survey that
measures the impact of the landmine prob-
lem), reducing those areas through Technical
Survey (a detailed study that confirms the ex-
tent of the ERW problem), and then clearing
the known contamination. Mine- and ERW-
risk education teaches local citizens how to
recognize landmines and ERW; and instructs
them to contact demining authorities with the
presence of hazards in order to reduce casual-
ties. Survivor assistance provides medical and
rehabilitative services, as well as reintegration
and support services, for both the victims and
their families.

U.S. Agency Support

According to international law, during
conflict the location and type of landmines
laid must be recorded for the removal at the
conflict’s end. The humanitarian demining
partnership between the Department of State
and DOD bridges an important gap caused by
U.S. law prohibiting U.S. forces from clearing
mines except as part of military operations.
DOD is able to train host-nation forces to build
capacity and carry out demining operations
in a sustainable and cost-effective manner
through the Humanitarian Demining Training
Center. The scope and efficiency of clearance
operations are increased due to new technolo-
gies provided by DOD’s Humanitarian Demin-
ing Research and Development Program.

USAID, through the Leahy War Victims
Fund and the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict,
and Humanitarian Assistance, works to im-
prove the mobility, health, and social integra-
tion of the disabled, including landmine sur-
vivors. The CDC’s International Emergency
and Refugee Health Branch provides technical

g



" COMMITMENT TO

PONS DESTRUCTION

and financial support to nongovernmental organizations and United
Nations agencies for public-health projects and activities related to
surveillance for ERW-related injuries, mine-risk education, and sur-
vivor assistance.

Dealing with Threats

The United States is also the global leader in fighting the illicit traf-
ficking of SA/LW and conventional munitions. Many countries have
stockpiles of aging, often unstable, weapons and munitions dating
back to the Cold War (or even earlier) that are no longer needed for
their national security. Not only do these stockpiles and weapons pose
a major public-safety hazard in populated areas, but they also create
an environmental threat. In addition, since they are also often poorly
secured, these weapons and munitions are easy targets for terrorists,
criminals, and insurgent groups. PM/WRA helps develop and imple-
ment U.S. policies regarding these threats and executes programs to
destroy excess and surplus weapons and munitions as well as to se-
cure those items identified as required for national security.

Small Arms and Light Weapons. The U.S. works to enhance
global and national mechanisms for controlling weapons by assisting
states in improving their export-control practices, providing physi-
cal security and stockpile management (PSSM) for at-risk arms and
munitions depots, and destroying excess weapons around the world.
These efforts include supporting initiatives of the United Nations and
other international and regional organizations to address illicit trans-
national arms transfers through the marking and tracing of SA/LW
and strengthening controls on arms brokers. If a nation requests as-
sistance, PM/WRA and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)
work closely with the host nation to offer technical assistance on PSSM
issues, develop and execute cost-effective projects that meet the needs
of the requesting government, and promote regional security. These
efforts have resulted in the destruction of more than 1.3 million at-risk
weapons and 50,000 tons of unstable and unsecure ammunition.

Man-portable Air-defense Systems. MANPADS (also referred to
as shoulder-fired, surface-to-air missiles) are weapons that are small,
light, and easy to transport and conceal. Assessments of total global
MANPADS production to date exceed one million, with thousands be-
lieved to be outside of government control. The Department of State
estimates that since the 1970s, MANPADS were employed against
more than 40 civilian aircraft, resulting in at least 28 crashes and more
than 800 deaths worldwide. After the November 2002 attempted
shoot-down of a civilian airliner in Kenya with MANPADS, the United
States intensified its already considerable efforts to keep these weap-
ons from falling into the wrong hands.

Countering the proliferation of MANPADS is an overriding U.S. na-
tional security priority. At the direction of the White House, a MANPADS
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interagency task force was created in 2007 that coordinates the ef-
forts of the Department of State, Department of Defense, Department
of Homeland Security, and other federal agencies and organizations.
Within the Department of State, PM/WRA and the Bureau for Interna-
tional Security and Nonproliferation collaborate to reduce the threat
of illicit expansion of MANPADS. The DOD provides expertise to other
countries on the proper management and control of MANPADS through
DTRA, and enforces stringent physical security and accountability for
MANPADS in U.S. possession. This concerted, interagency approach has
resulted in the destruction of more than 32,000 MANPADS worldwide
since 2003.

The United States has provided mine-action assistance to more
than 80 countries since 1993, and it continues to provide the most fi-
nancial support for landmine removal, CWD and PSSM projects in the
world—$1.8 billion since the United States Government (USG)HMA
Program began. Often, even after a country has met its “end state” and
has been rendered free from the humanitarian impact of landmines
and UXO, the USG continues to provide limited funds and technical
assistance. Because of the impossibility of clearing every landmine
in every affected country or region, the United States believes that
humanitarian mine action should focus on making the world “mine-
impact free,” or free from the humanitarian impact of landmines, and
the USG continues to work toward a goal to allow everyone “to walk
the Earth in safety.”

Zlatko Cegic, the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action’s (FSD) program manager in
southern Sudan, points to an unexploded cluster submunitions and other explosive
remnants of war at a former military base in Juba, Sudan.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State
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Sierra Leone

continent as diverse as it is tumultuous,

Africa houses 15 percent of the world’s

population and is the location of some

of the deadliest wars of the last century. From

. . the jungles of the Congo to the vast deserts in
Democratic Republic of the Congo . . . .9 Jung , g0 o

Northern Africa, the continent covers 11.7

. million square miles. Most of Africa is at peace

Ethiopia

and has abundant natural resources, but past

. . conflicts, slowly improving economies, and

Guinea-Bissau s

lack of livelihoods and accountable government

have resulted in the impoverishment of many.

Millions of citizens have been displaced by

conflict, and thousands every year are injured by

persistent landmines and explosive remnants of

war.

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Mozambican villagers, whose farmland is being cleared of
landmines by The HALO Trust with funding from the Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement (PM/WRA, come out fo
greet the deminers and an American visitor from PM/VWRA.
Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.
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AFRICA
- Angola

Beginning with a war for independence from Portugal in the

1960s that was immediately followed by a 27-year civil war, Angola’s
four decades of near-continuous conflict have left the country
contaminated with landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW)
in all 18 provinces. A Landmine Impact Survey completed in May
2007 confirmed blocked access to agricultural resources, roads, and
drinking water, and indentified mine and ERW contamination that
affects 2.4 million people in 1,968 localities. Consequently, 410,000
returning refugees have faced trouble resettling, humanitarian
assistance has been limited, and the country’s overall economic
recovery has been substantially slowed. Additionally, Angola has
hundreds of thousands of small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) in
civilian hands and even more in unsecured government stockpiles.

From FY1995-FY2010, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested $79,651,647 in humanitarian
mine-action and SA/LW support and destruction.

InFY2010, PM/WRA spenta total of $10 million on humanitarian
demining programs and SA/LW efforts to clear 1.7 million square
meters of land and 250 kilometers of road as follows:

¢ The HALO Trust (HALO)—$3 million to return 943,944

square meters of land to productive use, reduce the threat on

141 kilometers of roads, and re-survey 98 suspected hazard areas
across four provinces. This resulted in the destruction of 5,155
landmines and 1,670 pieces of unexploded ordnance (UXO).

* MAG (Mines Advisory Group)—$1.7 million to fund 943
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) spot-clearance tasks and
clear, verify, and return 346,575 square meters of land to
productive use. MAG’s clearance activities directly benefitted
close to 5,000 people.

* Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)—$1.8 million to fund the re-
turn of 948,809 square meters of land to productive use, re-
duce or cancel 163 suspected hazardous areas, and complete
82 EOD spot tasks. This resulted in the destruction of 216
landmines and 1,511 pieces of UXO.

¢ HALO—$1 million for three weapons and ammunition de-
struction teams that destroyed 18,000 weapons and 46 tons
of ammunition.

e HALO, MAG, and NPA—a total of $2.5 million to replace
worn-out mechanical demining assets, vehicles, detectors and
other durable demining equipment, which will allow each imple-
menter to maintain current clearance levels for the next few years
despite substantial annual increases in operating costs.

Also in FY2010, the U.S. Department of Defense’s Humanitarian

Demining Research and Development (HD R&D) Program in part-
nership with HALO, continued a technology evaluation of the Rotary

An Angolan woman walks through a HALO-cleared minefield carrying water and her belongings. On both sides of the path, whitetipped sticks mark where HALO found

and desfroyed anti-tank mines.
Photo courtesy of The HALO Trust.
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Mine Comb (RMC). The RMC’s intermesh-
ing tines gently extricate large buried objects,
including anti-tank mines, from the soil and
push them to the side of the host vehicle’s path.
HALO has reported positive clearance results
with the RMC in sandy soil, clearing 29 ki-
lometers of road since 2008. With total assis-
tance in Angola valued at $850,000, the HD
R&D Program also continued the evaluation
of a JCB Loadall, a versatile tractor with a tele-
scopic boom. To learn more about HD R&D,

visit www.humanitarian-demining.org.

-
paa" Burundi

In 2005,

agreement that put an official end to three

Burundi signed a peace
decades of civil war and transitioned the
country into a newly-established democracy.
Despite this progress, however, explosive
remnants of war, poor weapons stockpile
management, and widespread small arms
and light weapons (SA/LW) distribution
among the civilian population leave Burundi’s
security conditions extremely fragile.

From FY2006-FY2010, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA)
$1,793,925  for
education and SA/LW support, including

provided mine-risk
explosive ordnance disposal training, weapons
stockpile security, and the destruction of man-
portable air-defense systems (MANPADS).
As of 2008, these funds contributed to the
destruction of 2,199 weapons, 4.48 tons
of ammunition and 312 MANPADS. In

In Mbanda near Macamba, south of Burundi, a
member of the National Council for the Defense of
Democracy—Forces for the Defense of Democracy
surrenders his weapons fo the U.N. registration desk.
Photo courtesy of U.N./Martine Perret.

2009 and 2010, PM/WRA supported the
construction of 26 Burundian Police micro-
armories. These micro-armories allow the
police to have a police post from which
to operate, safely and securely store their
weapons, and contribute to the overall security

in Burundi’s captial city of Bujumbura.

*
Democratic
Republic of the Congo

Mwanga Site in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, where a young woman was injured by a
landmine and lost part of her legs and her sixmonth-
old child in 2006.

Photo courtesy of U.N./Martine Perret.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) went through several overlapping
armed conflicts between 1996 and 2003,
causing an estimated three million deaths
and contaminating the country with large
amounts of landmines and small arms and
light weapons. Though treaties and weapons-
collection programs have placed most of
these weapons in government stockpiles, the
stockpiles are often unsafe and poorly secured.
Consequently, the local populations are at
continual risk of injuries and deaths from
these weapons.

From FY2006-FY2010, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested
$5,082,687 in the implementation of a

weapons survey, weapons destruction, and

the development of Stockpile: A Documentary
Survey of Mines and Weapons Stores in
Democratic  Republic  of Congo. Between
October 2006 and January 2011 alone,
this investment led to the destruction of
110,829 weapons, 745 tons of ammunition,
293 cluster munitions, 12 man-portable air-
defense systems (MANPADS), 245 anti-tank
mines, and 2,007 anti-personnel mines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $841,000
to MAG (Mines Advisory Group) for the
continuation of a multi-year conventional
weapons-destruction  project including the
improvement of proper storage security and
management, the development of safe conven-
tional weapons-destruction techniques, and
the destruction of more than 10,000 weapons
and 100 tons of ammunition.

Additionally, in September 2009, DRC re-
quested U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM)
to provide assistance for re-establishing a
mine-action company in Kisangani. Two
AFRICOM missions were conducted in 2009
to establish a baseline and evaluate ability and
knowledge, and in 2010, six additional mis-
sions were completed. AFRICOM also pro-
vided equipment valued at $125,000 over
two years to establish the start-up of FARDC
Engineer Company, providing the company
with training aids and tools for a demining,
explosive ordnance disposal, and explosive

remnants of war course.

Ethiopia

Internal and international armed conflicts
dating as far back as 1935 resulted in Ethiopia
being contaminated by mines and explosive
remnants of war (ERW). It is also affected
by the proliferation of small arms and light
weapons (SA/LW) in the region.

In FY2010, the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Developments Leahy War Victims
Fund provided $2 million for program imple-
mentation to the International Committee of
the Red Cross to support 28 rehabilitation
centers working with victims of landmines
and ERW and other persons with disabilities

in 15 countries.
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AFRICA

E Guinea-Bissau

Guinea-Bissau’s legacy of landmine and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) contamination is the result of three distinct armed conflicts
stemming back to 1963. Though significant demining has already
been completed, Though significant demining has already been com-
pleted, the Landmine Monitor Report stated that as of the end of April
2010, there were nine known mined areas remaining with an esti-
mated total size of 1.266 square kilometers. Consequently, lack of ac-
cess to conflict-affected communities has left much of the local popu-
lation at risk. It has also impeded rehabilitation projects, prevented
subsistence farming, and reduced cash-crop harvesting.

From FY1999-FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the Department of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) provided $3,526,616 for mine/unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) clearance, survey, and destruction of government stock-
piles, including the clearance of more than one million square meters
of land, the removal of all mines from the capital city of Bissau, and
the clearance of multiple rural, contaminated areas. PM/WRA also
provided explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) and demining train-
ing to the nongovernmental organization HUMAID. Additionally,
the United States’ Department of Defense donated $1,374,000 in
FY2006 and FY2007 for the training of HUMAID EOD operators

and field testing of the MAXX demining system. In 2008 alone, this
training helped HUMAID clear more than 500,000 square meters,
destroy 5,759 pieces of UXO, 325 anti-personnel mines, and 53 anti-
tank mines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $1million as follows:

e Cleared Ground—$318,000 for the continued destruction
of military stockpiles and a roving EOD team to clear ERW
around the country. In addition, Cleared Ground operates a
UXO hotline, which allows Cleared Ground to respond to
individuals reporting mine, UXO, and ERW threats in their
community.

¢ HUMAID—$682,000 for the continued mine/UXO clear-
ance of affected communities in Guinea-Bissau, including the

clearance of approximately 700,000 square meters of land.

E Kenya

Kenya is severely affected by the widespread availability of small
arms and light weapons (SA/LW), exacerbating attempts at addressing
regional conflict. To help support Kenya and its neighboring countries,
the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) funds the
Regional Centre on Small Arms (RECSA) in the Great Lakes Region

This French FAMAS assault rifle is one of many excess and deteriorating small arms, light weapons, and munitions that Cleared Ground Demining is helping Guinea-Bissau's
military destroy with the PM/VWRA support. All of the items in the background are slated for destruction as well, and the metal will be recycled.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/WRA, U.S. Dept. of State.
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and the Horn of Africa and has provided
a total of $1,810,787 to RESCA since
FY2006. This money has allowed for SA/LW
destruction activities and workshops on man-
portable air-defense systems (MANPADS),
arms brokering, stockpile security, and
capacity building. In addition, PM/WRA has
funded the purchase of 26 SA/LW marking
machines.

In FY2010, PM/WRA granted $269,000
to RECSA for the delivery of marking ma-
chine components and safety equipment and
associated training on SA/LW marking, fact-
finding missions to identify SA/LW stock-
piles ready for destruction, and institutional
strengthening and staff capacity building.

Also in FY2010, U.S. African Command
(AFRICOM) continued an engagement with
the Humanitarian Peace Support School in
Nairobi, Kenya (formerly the International
Mine Action Training Centre) to provide
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD)/explo-
sive remnants of war (ERW) instructors and
EOD/ERW capacity building activities, a
value of $45,000.

Mauritania

Mauritania’s landmine and explosive rem-
nants of war (ERW) contamination stems
from conflict over the disputed territory
within Western Sahara in the late 1970s. In
particular, the northern regions of Adrar, Da-
khlet Nouadhibou, and Tiris Zemmour cover
an area of 310,000 square kilometers. Ad-
ditionally, there are 65 suspected hazardous
areas affecting 60 communities containing
anti-vehicle mines, ERW, and cluster muni-
tions remnants. Contamination throughout
Mauritania is slowing or preventing social
and economic growth in many areas, block-
ing access to pastures, community resources,
and occasionally killing livestock.

In FY2010, the Office of Weapons Re-
moval and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs  (PM/WRA) partnered with the
NATO Partnership for Peace/Mediterranean

Dialogue Trust Fund Project in Mauritania.

U.S. Department of State’s Office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement

The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) was founded in October 2003 to
develop, implement, and monitor efforts that contribute to post-conflict recovery by
eliminating humanitarian risks from conventional weapons. PM/WRA works within
alocal, regional, and international context to promote peace, stability, and prosperity
by mitigating the negative effects created by the proliferation of conventional
weapons of war. Furthermore, PM/WRA works to remove and destroy weapons that
continue to pose hazards in post-conflict environments.

There are three pillars of PM/WRA’s mission: curb the illicit trafficking and
indiscriminate use of conventional weapons of war that contribute to internal
instability; pursue such weapons and help the clean-up efforts that occur in
post-conflict settings; and engage civil society to expand support for U.S. efforts
abroad. Landmines, unexploded ordnance, man-portable air-defense systems (also
known as MANPADS), and other small arms and light weapons and conventional
munitions are some of the hazards PM/WRA addresses, with the goal of limiting
their humanitarian impact and availability to criminal and terrorist groups.

The office also provides grants for many humanitarian and research
projects. Half of PM/WRA’s humanitarian assistance is provided through
grants to nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), which carry out numerous
initiatives and programs around the world. In addition, through public-private
partnerships, PM/WRA works with close to 60 NGOs, civic groups, educational
institutions, and philanthropic foundations to help make the world safe from the
threat of illicit weapons. Organizations such as the Danish Deming Group, The
HALO Trust, MAG (Mines Advisory Group), and the United Nations Mine Action
Team collaborate with PM/WRA to create a multilateral approach to mine action

and weapons mitigation.

Point of Contact:

Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement
(PM/WRA)

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Political-Military Affairs

SA-3, Suite 6100

2121 Virginia Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20522

USA

telephone: +1 202 663 0100

fax: +1 202 663 0090 j gg‘,«/

website: www.state.gov/t/pm/wra
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A remote Mauritanian Army munitions-storage point, somewhere in the Sahara. In
conjunction with ltaly and NATO's Maintenance and Supply Agency, PM/WRA is
helping Mauritania to safeguard its arms and munitions.

Photo courtesy of John Stevens, PM,/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.

This project helped contribute to the safety and security of the Mauri-
tanian people, enhance the operational efficiency of the Mauritanian
National Army (MNA) with respect to its at-risk stockpiled arms and
munitions, and assisted in the productive social reintegration of MNA
military personnel to civilian life through vocational training. Alto-
gether, PM/WRA spent $1 million for the following:
* The construction of two reference ammunition depots for the
MNA that meet NATO standards
* Enhanced ammunition depot management through training
and education
* Support for the destruction of the MNA’s obsolete and unser-

viceable stockpiled arms and munitions

Mozambique

Mozambique’s extensive landmine and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) problem dates back to the 1960s during the Mozambican War
of Independence and continued following the Mozambican Civil War.
By 1992, when all conflict had stopped, Mozambique emerged as one
of the most severely landmine-affected countries in the world. After
more than 13 years of assistance in clearance operations, however,
the number of hazardous areas has been greatly reduced, and all four
Northern provinces have been cleared.

From FY1997-FY2010, the Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs (PM/WRA) invested $29,585,335 in training and
equipment, capacity building activities by the Forgas Armadas de De-
Jeésa de Mogambique (Mozambique Armed Defense Force or FADM),
and support of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in clearing
landmines and UXO in more than 50 percent of the country, includ-
ing RONCO Consulting Corporation’s clearance of a major rail line
and The HALO Trust’s (HALO) clearance of Maputo province. In ad-
dition, PM/WRA provided $600,000 to refurbish FADM demining
facilities, the U.S. Department of Defense provided $11,449,000 for
a train-the-trainer demining program with FADM, USAID provided
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$5,533,000 to HALO for resettlement of displaced persons and de-
velopment of a Mozambican NGO for prosthetics and orthotics, and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention provided $2.1 million
for landmine survivor programs.

In FY2010, the U.S. continued support to Mozambique through
PM/WRA’s grant of $2 million to HALO. The investment was used
to clear 4,581 mines from 527,738 square meters of mine contamina-
tion from major sources of water and infrastructure and return land
to local populations for housing and agricultural use. Mozambique is

working toward becoming mine-impact free by 2014.

Namibia

Namibia was contaminated with explosive remnants of war
(ERW) as a result of its war of independence (1966-1989) and from
ammunition storage facilities located in the north that exploded in
the 1990s. Consequently, clearance continues on an as-needed basis.

In FY2010, U.S. Africa Command sent three explosive ordnance
disposal instructors to conduct an ERW train-the-trainer mission
for 20 Namibian National Police (NAMPOL) Explosive Control
Unit (ECU) instructors. The training, valued at $77,826 includ-
ing $47,000 in donated equipment, entailed 81 hours of classroom
instruction, included 46 live demolition detonations, established a
baseline for future engagement, and provided NAMPOL ECU with

greater capacity and improved equipment.

Senegal

Most of Senegal’s landmine and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) contamination stems from conflicts between the Sengalese
Armed Forces and the separatist Mouvement des Forces Démocra-
tiques de Casamance (MFDC or Movement of Democratic Forces
of Casamance), which have continued to occur sporadically since
1982. Though the two groups signed a peace agreement in 2005,

some wings of the MFDC continue fighting to this day, increasing

Handicap Infernational staff demonstrating full excavation demining in the
Casamance region of Senegal.
Photo courtesy of Emma Smith Atkinson, PM/VWRA, U.S. Dept. of State.



the risk of additional contamination. While
the MFDC has claimed they are not using
landmines, they have not ruled out the pos-
sibility of future use.

In 2005, the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and Handicap Interna-
tional-France (HI) began a Landmine Impact
Survey of Casamance, revealing 149 suspected
hazardous areas in 93 communities. In 2006,
reports further indicated that mines and ERW
affected 90,702 people and contaminated 95
kilometers of paths, tracks, and roads.

From FY2004-FY2009, the Office
of Weapons Removal and Abatement in
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
DPolitical-Military Affairs (PM/WRA) pro-
vided $1,913,000 in funding toward mine/
ERW clearance, mine-risk education, capac-
ity building, and eliminating small arms and
light weapons stockpiles.

In FY2010, PM/WRA provided $500,000
to HI-France to further help Senegal’s Casa-

mance region reach mine-impact free status.

= Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone lacks any known mined
areas; however, it does have residual unex-
ploded ordnance (UXO) as the result of civil
conflicts. In FY2010, the Office of Weapons
Removal and Abatement in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs (PM/WRA) collaborated with the
Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces
through DynCorp International to destroy
obsolete and surplus ordnance. Altogether,
PM/WRA spent $147,000 to fund the de-
struction of 2,567 weapons, 44,782 small
arms munitions, and 37,357 items of UXO

weighing in at 98.52 net tons.

Somalia
Somalia has been adversely affected by

landmines, explosive remnants of war (ERW),
and conventional munitions as a result of
conflicts since 1964. In addition, governments,
non-state actors, and private investors have

frequently trafficked conventional weapons

U.S. Department of Defense’s
Humanitarian Demining Research
and Development Program

The Humanitarian Demining Research and Development (HD R&D)
program focuses on developing technologies to improve the efficiency and
safety of removing post-conflict landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXO). It
designs, builds, demonstrates, and evaluates prototype mine- and UXO-clearing
technologies for indigenous, host nation-conducted demining operations
supported by the United States Department of Defense. HD R&D adapts
commercial off-the-shelf equipment, integrates mature technologies, and
leverages current developments from the U.S. Army’s counter-mine mission area.
The program aims to improve exist