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L.52-D 

RELEASED IN FULL The Honorable Claudia A. McMurray 
Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental Scientific Affairs 
United States Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Subject: 	Government-to-government consultation on Keystone Oil Pipeline Project 

Dear Assistant Secretary McMurray: 

We received a notification that a government-to-government consultation is expected to 
occur on Tuesday, 18 December 2007. The State Department has scheduled this meeting 
at their main building at 2201 C Street, NW. The date and time of this consultation is 
very inconvenient, since another planned inter-tribal event occurs on the same day. 
Several of our Chairmen, Presidents and Chairwomen, have said they do not plan to 
attend the consultation, particularly the nine Lakow-Nakota-Dakota ( -Sioux") tribal 

Chairmen from South Dakota. 

The United Sioux Tribes Development Corporation was not formally notified by anyone 
from the U.S. State Department. The lack of coordination from the agency underscores 
the second-class citizens' behavior attributed to the Bush Administration, concerning the 
Sioux tribes and many other issues in Indian country. Our Sioux tribal organization has 
always served as an intermediary between the White House and federal government since 
the Nixon Administration. We extend our assistance to your office; however, our United 
Sioux Tribes Board of Directors will most likely oppose the 1,800 mile Keystone Oil 
Pipeline Project. 

One of our directors, Ron His Horse is Thunder, Chairman of the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe, issued a resolution, "that no oil pipeline be constructed within the boundaries of 
the Aboriginal Homelands of the Great Sioux Nation." The Rosebud Sioux Tribe is likely 
to follow as oiher Sioux tribes. Our board is composed of the Sioux Chairmen, 
Presidents, and Chairpersons from all Sioux tribes in North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Nebraska. 

We recommend you send out the programmatic agreement to all the tribes, including our 
office, if you intend to solicit support for the Keystone Oil Pipeline Project. Allow the 
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tribes 90 days to review the document before a consultation is scheduled. We 
recommend you include the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs, Carl Altman, in the 

consultation process. 

Please coordinate with us next time. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

Sincerely, 

it/ 

Clarence W. Skye 
Executive Director 

Enclosure (1) 
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RESOLUTION NO.  502-07  

WHEREAS. the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe is an unincorporated Tribe of Indians. having 
accepted the Indian Reorganization Act of Jane 18, 1934. with the exception of Seetlon 
16: and the recognised governing body of the Tribe is known as the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribal Council: and 

EHEMDIS, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribal Council. pursuant to the wended Constitution 
of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe. Article IV. Section Eel, lIej . 1011. end 1. is 
authorised to negotiate with Federal. State and local governments and others on betalf 
of the Tribe. is further authorised to prtaote and patent the health. educaticti and 
general welf ere of the members of the Tribe: and 

IHERELS. in compliance with the ktioral &vire:mental Policy Act 1939. the 
Department of State devekged a "Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Keystone 
Oil Pipeline Project" for the ramose of construction of 1.800 mile oil pipeline to 
transport crude oil from Hardin! Canada. through North and South Dakota. Neteaska. 
Kansas. Missouri and ending in Patdta. Illinois. with a possible extension to cashing, 
Oklahoma: and 

11102110. the Tribal Historic Preservation Office has been delegated the 
reconsibiLity to protect and preserve areas significant to the Standing Bork Sioux 
Tribe along with other Tribal Nati= within Aboriginal Haaslands: rat 

MEAS. Bootleg 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires 
consultation with Tribes effected by an undertaking that has potential to 

significantly impact natural end cultural resources; and 

expas._ the above listed areas lay within the Aboriginal Homelands of the beads of 
the Standing rock Sioux Tribe; and there is a high Potential for the existence of 
cultural rowarces significant to the Standing Hock Sioux Tribe in this arta: and 
Section 101(d)(61(10 of Ma provides individuals and Tribes be opportAmity to place 
religion and cultural significance to areas within the Aboriginal Rowlads; and 

MOOS. Executne Order 13007 specifically eniolne federal sties to accomodate 
access and congenial use of Indian sacred sites and to avoid adversely affecting the 
Onsital integrity of sacred sites: and 

MEAS. the Keystone Pipeline Environmental Impact Statement has not adequately 
addressed the existent end protection of cultural resources and their snail lance 
to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe: end 

110V IMEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe requests that ro oil 
Online be contracted within the boundaries of the Aboriginal Waelands of the Great 
Sioux Ration: and 
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BE IT SAME RESOLVED, pursuant to 36 CiR 1110.3(0[31 the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
and the Standing Sock Tribal Historic Preservation Office requests to be consulting 
Parties to all actions pertaining to the Keystone Pipeline Draft EIS: and also 
requests to be consulting parties to all actions pertaining to Section 106 of SPA 

and Keystone Pipeline Draft EIS: and 

BE IT FORM RESOLVED. that the Standing RockSioux Tribe request continuing 
emanation on reasonable foreseeable development and mooned alternatives. 
incbaliny impacts to natural and cultural resources within the pipeline corridor: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Chniman and Secretary of the Tribal Oauncil are 
hereby authorized and instructed to sin this resolution for and cc behalf of the 
Tribe. 

CERTIFICATION 

1A. the undersigned. Chairmen and Secretary of the Tribal Council. hereby certify 
that the Tribal 0211/C11 is co/posed of E171 wens of nom onstitutim a 
goons. were present at a meeting thereof. duly and regularly called. noticed. 
convened and bald as the it day of OCTOBER. 2007. and that the foregoing 
resolution was duly adapted by the affirmative vote of  _IS  members. and _IL 
opposing. and with __I__ not voting. TOR (VIEW'S VOTE IS MIRED. CREPT IN 
CASE OF A TIE. 

ATTEST: 

[Official Tribal Seal' 

Wars etesjc10- trIE 
taw No 25 

rStanding Reck Sion Tribe 
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