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“A person can’t stand in the same river twice.”
—-O0ld Chinese proverb-

When the first edition of Employment Options for Foreign Service Family
Members was being written in 1992, the Hudson Institute completed a study
entitled, Workforce 2000: Work and Workers for the 21st Century. The study
described a society that was very different from the one that began the
20th century.

Many of the things described in Workforce 2000 have in fact become reality.
The feminization of the workforce, the growth of service industries, and
the need for improved child and elder care are certainly part of today’s job
scene. Job-sharing, telecommuting, and flexitime, although not as
prevalent as the authors predicted, are sure to become more so in the near
future.

One thing that Workforce failed to predict was the extraordinary growth of
the Internet and the World Wide Web and the impact this technology
would have on the employment process. In preparing this new edition of
Employment Options we have tried to incorporate information about the
Internet and its impact on all phases of employment, including web sites
wherever possible.

As before, this edition of Employment Options is designed to assist family
members who wish to have a meaningful working life in the midst of
change.

The author wishes to acknowledge the support and assistance of the entire
staff of the Family Liaison Office, especially Judy Ikels, Paula Riddle, and
Debbie Thompson. Current and retired Foreign Service spouses who
provided information include Pia Connell, Kay Branaman Eakin, Dianne
Jacobini, Vivian Keller, Anne Langhaug, Channel Sanderson, and Sydnee
Tyson. Others who provided information or assistance include the staffs
of the State Department’s Career Transition Center and the Overseas
Briefing Center, Carol Sutherland of the Office of Overseas Schools,
career counselor Pat Haskell, Lynne Waymon of Waymon and Associates,
and Jane Larsen of the Arlington Public Library.
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