[image: image1.png]Vv

(| ' m'nrosnerlw

.IT WORKS





JUNE 9, 2003

U.S., MEXICO ANNOUNCE “GOOD PARTNER” AWARD


The United States and Mexico are soliciting nominations for the first “Good Partner Award,” which will recognize the role of the private sector in both countries in advancing social and economic development in Mexico.


The Award program was launched June 9 in San Francisco by U.S. Under Secretary of State Alan Larson and Mexican Under Secretary for Economic Relations and International Cooperation Lourdes Dieck, during a bilateral business workshop designed to encourage private sector involvement in Mexico’s development.  


 The Award and the workshop are under the auspices of the U.S.-Mexico Partnership for Prosperity initiative, announced by Presidents Bush and Fox in September 2001. The goal of the Partnership is to boost the well being of Mexican citizens in regions where economic growth has lagged while helping U.S. firms and suppliers identify new partners and markets in Mexico.


“The private sector can make an enormous contribution to the development of Mexico and the well-being of its citizens,” Under Secretary Larson said.  “The Good Partner Award will honor those enterprises and institutions that deliver concrete results that matter to real people.”


Award criteria include:

· Contribution to overall growth and sustainable economic development, including job creation;

· Innovative ventures, including those which link U.S. and Mexican institutions;

· Community development – for example, educational and vocational training, environmental programs, philanthropy, and volunteerism; and

· Implementation of public-private sector initiatives that benefit lesser-developed areas.

Candidates are encouraged to nominate themselves for the Award.  In addition, the U.S. Embassy in Mexico and the Mexican Embassy in the U.S. will nominate organizations.  Nomination deadline is September 30, 2003.  Judges drawn from both U.S. and Mexican officials and the Partnership for Prosperity Executive Committee will review the nominations and select the winners – at least one from both Mexico and the U.S. The awards will be presented in a public ceremony later this year.

More information about the Award, including nomination procedures and criteria, is available at www.p4pworks.org.
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