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Dear Mr. Vonau,


As you are aware, the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), at its seventy-seventh session (25 May to 6 June 2003), considered document MSC 77/10/4 by Denmark addressing the question of intergovernmental oversight by IMSO of possible future mobile-satellite service providers to the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System, as well as continuation of overseeing the activities of Inmarsat Ltd. relevant to the GMDSS.


Taking into account comments made by the overwhelming majority of those who spoke in favour of the Danish proposal, the Committee agreed that an intergovernmental oversight, similar to the oversight presently carried out by IMSO in respect of Inmarsat Ltd., would be needed when other providers of GMDSS satellite services would, in future, be accepted and recognized by IMO. It, therefore, would like to be advised accordingly if IMSO would be able to carry out the oversight of future providers of satellite services for GMDSS.


I should be most grateful if the Committee’s request could be brought to the attention of IMSO and we were made aware of their response so that we could, in turn, advise MSC 78 (to be held from 12 to 21 May 2004) accordingly.


With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

E.E. Mitropoulos

Assistant Secretary-General

Director, Maritime Safety Division

Mr. Jerzy W. Vonau

Director
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