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Dear Mr. Vonau,



I wish to refer you to the letter dated 30 May 2003 from Dr. Ludwig Weber, Director, Legal Bureau, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), regarding the Report of the First Session of the Intersessional Working Group (IWG) of the International Mobile Satellite Organization (IMSO) Assembly, London, 20-23 January 2003.



Since ICAO had been invited by the IWG to provide its comments on the proposed amendments to the IMSO Convention, the ICAO Council has given further consideration to this matter on 19 September 2003, during the first meeting of its 170th Session. On the basis of Secretariat analysis, the Council decided that it would not express a position on the proposed amendments, which is a matter under the jurisdiction of, and for a decision by, IMSO. The Council nevertheless wished to re-affirm that in the field of aeronautical communications (including aeronautical communications by satellite) ICAO, by virtue of the Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago, 1944), has exclusive competence to establish international Standards, Recommended Practices and Procedures for implementation by its Contracting States, as recognized in the first Whereas Clause of the Agreement of Cooperation between ICAO and IMSO, signed in Montreal on 20 September 2000.



While the ICAO Council does not express a position on the proposed amendments to the IMSO Convention, I would nonetheless appreciate being informed if IMSO decides to proceed therewith. The ICAO Council would consider any such amendments in a spirit of cooperation so as to evaluate any need for consequential modifications to the Agreement of Cooperation between ICAO and IMSO.








Yours sincerely,








Taieb Cherif
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