August 2, 2004

Dear Tribal Leader:

It is my pleasure to invite you or your tribal government’s designated representative to attend an informational meeting with the U.S. inter-agency delegation to the United Nations Working Group on a Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The meeting will be held on September 1, 2004 at the U.S. Department of Interior, main auditorium, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, D.C.

The United Nations draft declaration has been under consideration by the U.N. member governments since 1994. The draft contains 45 articles and includes references to management of land and resources as well as to self-government and the relationship between States and Indigenous Peoples.  Two negotiating sessions for the U.N. Working Group on the Draft Declaration have been scheduled in Geneva, Switzerland, from September 13-24, and November 29-December 3, which may be the final session.  

It is the hope of the U.S. Government that States will agree on a text or alternatively agree that ten years of negotiation have revealed disagreements between States that are not ripe for resolution. It is our aim to offer new text on the pivotal topics of “self-determination” and “lands and territories.” The goals of the meeting will be to provide a briefing on the status of negotiations and to seek your input and observations as we formulate U.S. positions. 

In preparation for the September 1 meeting and in an effort to keep an open dialogue, the U.S. Department of State has posted the relevant documents on its website. Please visit http://www.state.gov/g/drl/wgdd/index.htm, which will include the agenda for the meeting and further documents to assist your preparations. We request that you use this website to notify us whether you will participate in the meeting.

We look forward to seeing you in September.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Kozak, Acting

