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I am wrzt;mb you ‘on a matter of oredt economic and
‘political urgency to me,

1 October *69.

My'government 1s'gett1n¢ extremely worried about. the
deteriorating food and price situation in the province of
East Pakistan, The province is threatened with a major
-rood deficit and rlce, which is the staple diet of 70 million
Hast Pakistanis, is selling at unprecedently high prlces, ‘
almost 60 per cent higher than normal, This is causing .
-wide-sprecad distress and misery, We are making all-out
eiforts to rush I.7 million tons of foodgrains to East
Pakistan to avoid a serious situation from arising there, N
On our own, we have already despatched & quarter million =
tons of wheat from West Pdul&tan and 350,000 tons of rice - :ii
is also earmarked for despdtch from the Western to Eastern .
wing. However, to meet the full gap, we need one wmillion T

tons of wheat but we do not have the.cash foreign exchanze :/
1 resources to purchase this quantity., e have, therefore, r*\\
; already nade a formal request to your Goverpment for import 4
| of one million tons of wheat under US Public Law 480, R VN
: : - Mr, M,M, Ahmed, Deputy Chairman of our Planning Commission, = ™ _
will be d1¢0u551n« this requcst wlth your oIflclals 1n .
Washlnbton next weeh. _ ,
» : - e
_ .7 Ve requlre 1mports under PL 480 on a prlorlty b351s.‘ L7§§
The timely introduction of'PL 480 -wheat into East Pakistan . §’
(in the next 6 to 8 weeks) ‘can help avoid large scale -
human misery and hardship and earn a iremendous amount of. X
goodw1ll for the U.S, o _ _ _ _

I would rcquest you, Mr, Presidcnt to give this o r*&y@
matter your personal attention-so that.an act of high . . Qy
statesnanahip can replace normil administrative procedures, -,

- : ’ |

With best personal reﬂards,' 5 P .-fwi

ﬁ‘ _ . " General

(A M Yahya I:han), % ik

His Excel ey He: ‘hcnard M I\l.s.on, i
President of the United States of Anerlca
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