
D E P A R T M E N T  OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 - 
7039 

# - 
May 15,  1970 - 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject :  Closure of Five U. S. C u l t u r a l  
Centers  i n  Ind ia  

I repor t ed  i n  a  May 6 memorandum t o  you t h a t  t h e  Ind ians  had 
taken s e v e r a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  which might have permit ted the  f i v e  a f f e c t e d  
U .  S. c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  t o  func t ion  i n  some a l t e r n a t e  form b u t  t o  con- 
t i nue  t h e i r  ope ra t ions  much a s  before .  

Despi te  t hese  s igns ,  t h e  Government of Ind ia  has  i n s i s t e d  upon 
cond i t i ons  which we would n o t  wish t o  meet. For example, we have been 
t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  could be no r e s i d e n t  American Di rec to r  of c u l t u r a l  
c e n t e r s ,  t h a t  fo re ign  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  might be s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
t o  t he  d i r e c t i v e s  of an a l l - I n d i a n  board. These cond i t i ons  would 
c l e a r l y  be incompatible  wi th  t h e  concept of an American c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r .  

We have i n s t r u c t e d  Ambassador Keating t o  inform Foreign Sec re t a ry  
I 

T. N.  Kaul t h a t  we a r e  c l o s i n g  the  f i v e  a f f e c t e d  c e n t e r s  i n  accordance 
wi th  the  r eques t  of t he  Government of Ind ia .  The c losu re  w i l l  t ake  
p lace  on Saturday, May 16, t he  end of t h e  work week. This  i s  two days 
p r i o r  t o  t he  Indian  deadl ine  of May 18.  I n  o rde r  t o  keep the  record 
s t r a i g h t ,  t h e  Ambassador w i l l  leave wi th  Kaul an a i d e  memoire which 
demonstrates  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  Indians  have been r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  
c lo su re  of t h e  c e n t e r s  and t h a t  we have been e n t i r e l y  reasonable  i n  
our response t o  t h e i r  a c t i o n .  

We w i l l  r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  ma t t e r  nex t  week a f t e r  t h e  c e n t e r s  
have c losed .  

Theodore L.  E l i o t ,  Jr. ' 
Executive Sec re t a ry  

GROUP 3 
Downgraded a t  12-year i . n t e r v a l s ;  
n o t  au tomat ica l ly  d e c l a s s i f i e d .  
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