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SUBJECT: MILITARY SUPPLY' POLICY

lo DURING MY CALL! ON MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, SWARAN SINGH.
JULY 162 HE INQUIRED ABQUT THE STATUS OF THE UeSe MILITARY SUPPLY
POLICY TO SOUTH ASIA.

2e 1 CITED THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT THAT THE POLICY IS "UNDER
ACTIVE CONSIDERATION®" AND NOTING THIS HAS BEEN THE CASE FOR
SOME TIME' STATED THAT THE MATTER IS NOW BEFORE THE HIGHEST UeSe
GOVERNMENT LEVELS FOR DECISION WHICH HAS NOT BEEN IMPARTED TO
ME «

3¢ SWARAN SINGH REFERRING TO THE' ISSUE AS AN EMOTIONALLY VERY
DIFFICULT ONE IN INDIAs AND SAID THERE IS UNIVERSAL CONCERN HERE ABOUT
FURNISHING ARMS TO PAKISTANs MOREOVERs ANY SUCH SUPPLY HAS
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY IMPLICATIONS, NECESSITATING INDIAN ARMS
INCREASES TO COUNTER AN INCREASED PAKISTANI THREAT AND DIVERTING
INDIAN RESOURCES FROM ITS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTs AS A RECENT

FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER, HE SAID» HE COULD ATTEST TO THE
SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THIS ISSUE IS VIEWEDe HE THEN LAUNCHED

INTO A LENGTHY COMMENTARY ON PAKISTAN'S OBTAINING ARMS FROM

THE: USSR AND CHINAe HE ASSERTED THAT PAKISTAN HAS A MILITARY
ALLIANCE WITH CHINA AND WHEN I QUERIED HIM HE REITERATED THAT THIS
IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE FACTe THE SINO=PAKISTAN ALLIANCEs HE SAID,
IS NOT A GENERAL ONE AGAINST ALL COMERS, BUT A SPECIFIC ALLIANCE
AGAINST INDIA+ IN EVENT OF INDIAN TROUBLE WITH CHINA, PAKISTAN
WOULD SURELY BE ON CHINA®S SIDE AGAINST INDIAe INDIA IS BORDERED
ON TWO FRONTS BY PAKISTAN AND WHILE IT DOES NOT FEAR DIRECT ATTACK
BY PAKISTAN ALONEs» IF THERE WERE ANY DIFFICULTIES, PAKISTAN WOULD

NC! TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

2

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARQ“"’ES
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REPERCUSSIONS 1IN
RESTRICTIVE UeSo

BOTH EXCEPTIONS.

OR INDO=PAK BORDERS FORCEFULLYo
WHAT INDIA WANTS IS BETTER RELATIONS WITH PAKISTANs AND NO ONE
FAVORS AN AGGRESSIVE POLICY AGAINST PAKISTAN. HCWEVER, MQST
MILITARY EQUIPMENT THAT PAKISTAN HAS BEEN GETTING AND SEEKING
IS USEFUL FOR OFFENSIVE PURPOSESe HE ADDED THAT

ONE REASON INDIA WOULD NEVER INVADE PAKISTAN IS THAT THIS WouLD

ADD TREMENDOUSLY TO INDIA'S COMMUNAL® PROBLEMS AND THAT IS THE

LAST:THING INDIA WANTS.
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7+ I TOLD THE MINISTER THAT I HAD BEEN ASSURED THAT BEFORE ANY

SECRES

THEREFORE »

INDIA

TO PAKISTANs CURRENTLY»

DEFENSIVE OR NOTo

IS ITS ONLY ENEMY AND HAS THE ALLIANCE
WITH CHINAo HE SAID HEs HIMSELF, HAS PRIVATELY AND PUBLICLY
ASSERTED THAT INDIA WILL' NEVER CROSS THE CEASEFIRE LINE IN KASHMIR
INDIA WILL RESIST BUT NEVER INVADE.

'REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARGHIVES

UNDER ITS MILITARY ALLTANCE COME TO CHINA'S AID AND VICE=VERSAo
"YOU' CAN RELY ON IT COMPLETELY»" HE SAID» “THAT SUCH A SINO=

PAKISTAN ALLIANCE EXISTSwe"
SUPPLY POLICY TO PAKISTAN IS ONE OF DEEP MILITARY AS WELL AS
ECONOMIC AND EMOTIONAL CONCERN TO

THE ISSUE OF MILITARY

4o I SAID THE MILITARY SUPPLY MATTER HAS LONG BEEN UNDER USG
CONSIDERATION WITH OBVIQUSLY SOME DIFFERENCES OF OPINION, WHICH
IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS WOULD HAVE TO BE RESQLVED BY THE PRESIDENT.
I RECOGNIZED THAT THE REACTION TO ANY UeSe
COUNTRY SUPPLY WITH UeS.
INDIAS
POLICY WAS ESTABLISHED N
ONLY ONE EXCEPTION AND THAT WAS IN FAVOR OF INDIA AND HAS NEVER
BEEN DIVULGED BY THE Ue«Se
PENDING EXCEPTION AGAIN IN FAVOR OF INDIA BUT I DO NOT KNOW THE
QUTCOME AT THIS POINTe THE MINISTER INDICATED A FAMILIARITY WITH

SUPPLY OR THIRD
APPROVAL WOULD HAVE SIGNIFICANT

I REMINDED THE MINISTER THAT SINCE THE
1967 THERE HWAD BEEN

THERE 1S A

Se I TOLD' THE MINISTER I WOULD THINK THAT INDIAN FEELINGS
CONCERNING ANY MILITARY SUPPLY DECISION WOULD DEPEND TO SOME
DEGREE UPON: WHETHER THAT DECISION CONSTITUTED A CHANGE OF POLICY
OR A SINGLE EXCEPTION SIMILAR TO THE TWO PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED
WHETHER IT CONSTITUTED A NET ADDITION OR MERE REPLACEMENT OF
MATERIEL» AND WHETHER THE ITEMS CONCERNED WERE ESSENTIALLY
OFFENSIVE. OR DEFENSIVE IN CHARACTER.

6o SWARAN SINGH: REPLIED THAT I CANNCT UNDERSTAND WHY PAKISTAN
NEEDS ANY ADDITIONAL® WEAPONS»

PAKISTAN SAYS THAT INDIA
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ACTION WAS TAKEN ON ANY UsSes ARMS SALE T0O PAKISTAN I WOULD BE

INFORMED ABOUT IT IN ORpDER TO BE ABLE TO ADVISE THE GOI AUTHORI=
TATIVELY SO THAT THEY WQULD NOT READ ABOUT IT FIRST IN NEWSPAPERSs

8+ SWARAN SINGH WHO EARLIER IN OUR DISCUSSION HAD STRESSED HIS
SINCERE DESIRE TO HAVE BETTER AND: MORE CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH ME
AND  THE UsSe AND TO SPARE NO- EFFORT IN THAT REGARD THEN SAID THAT
ANY MILITARY SUPPLY TO PAKISTAN DECISION WoULD GREATLY

IMPAIR WHAT HE AS MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IS BENT ON DDING3
NAMELY» IMPROVING INDO=-AMERICAN RELATIONS. GP=3
KEATING

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

SEGRES

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARGKIVES
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