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SECTION 1 OF 2 NEW DELHI 1336 2

SUBJECT: US ARMS FOR PAKISTA N

1. PERSISTENTLY CRITICAL INDIAN PRESS ANDOTHER COMMENT ON ARM S
DECISION REACHED NEW HEIGHTS OF VOLUME AND INTENSITY IN RECEN T
DAYS STIMULATED BY HEADLINED REPORTS FROM NEW YORK OCTOBER 25-2 6
THAT MRS. GANDHI HAD TOLD SECRETARY ROGERS PRIVATELY, AND U S
PEOPLE ON "MEET THE PRESS," THAT US ARMS WILL HARDEN PAKISTA N' S
ATTITUDE TOWARD INDIA. AMBASSADORS INADVERTENT NON-APPEARANC E
AT AIRPORT AND NONACCEPTANCE BY MRS.GANDHI OF PRESIDENT' S
DINNER INVITATION WERE ALSO EXPLOITED TO SYMBOLIZE DEEP CHIL L
IN INDO-AMERICAN RELATIONS . EVOKED BY ARMS DECISION A S
CONSEQUENCE, AVERAGE ATTENTIVE INDIAN'S INTEREST ON ARMS ISSU E
WAS HEIGHTENED AND PUBLIC MANIFESTATION OF POPULAR DISPLEASUR E
INCREASED .

2. MAJOR THEMES IN CRITICISM/COMMENTARY ON ARMS DECISIO N
IN LARGE NUMBER EDITORIALS AN D "ANALYSES" OCTOBER 24-26 (TEXT S
USINFO ) WERE: (A) US SHORING UP PRO -AMERICAN ELEMENTS I N
WEST PAKISTAN ESTABLISHMENT PRIOR TO ELECTION, ALTHOUGH THES E
ELEMENTS HAVE ALWAYS HAD VESTED INTEREST IN BEING ANTI- I ND I AN
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(NATIONAL HERALD (NH) OCTOBER 26.)	 1B) IT APPARENT TO ALL,

INCLUDING US, THAT PAKISTAN ARMING SELF AGAINST INDIA I N

LENGTHY ARTICLE OCTOBER 26 "US ARMS SUPPLY TO PAKISTAN - TH E

WHY AND WHAT OF IT, NH NOTED "UNLIKE THE FIFTIES THERE IS N O

PRETENSE IN AMERICA THIS TIME T HAT PAKISTAN REQUIRES AMERICA N

ARMS FOR DEFENSE AGAINST COMMUNISTS, AMERICAN OFFICIALS KNO W

FULL WELL WHY PAKISTAN WANTS THESE. PAKISTAN HAS OPENLY SAI D

ITS ARMS BUILDUP IS AIMED AGAINST INDIA. "EDIT IN OCTOBER 2 6
PATRIOT ALSO PLAYED THIS THEME  (C) WITH EACH PROMISE OF ARM S

PAKISTAN BECOMES MORE BELLICOSE TOWARD INDIA. HINDUSTAN TIMES ,

IN REPORTING OCTOBER 25-26 MRS. GANDHI'S TALKS IN NEW YORK ,

CITED TANYA KHAN g S COMMENTS ON KASHMIR DURING UN SPEECH A S

EVIDENCE PAK INTRANSIGENCE GROWING NH EDIT OCTOBER 24 HIT SAM E

CHORD: "EVERY TIME THERE IS FRESH SPURT OF US MILITARY AID T

O PAKISTAN HER LEADERS HAVE ASSUMED AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDES, AND

THEIR FIRST STEP IS TO RAISE MATTER AT UN." ( D) US DECISIO N

CONTRIBUTES TO ARMS RACE WHICH WILL BLEED INDIA ECONOMICALL Y

AND PERHAPS DRIVE COUNTRY TOWARD ACQUISITION OF NUCLEA R

WEAPONS. STATESMAN OF OCTOBER 24, AND NH OCTOBER 26 WROT E

THAT MOST RECENT DISCUSSIONS OF INDIA'S NUMERICAL MILITAR Y

SUPER IORITY OVER PAKISTAN FAILED TAKE INTO ACCOUNT LENGTH O F

TNDIA' S BORDERS, COUNTRY THREATENED BY TWO PUTATIVE ENEMIES ,

AND PAKISTAN' S MILITARY BETTER-EQUIPPED THAN INDIA N S ( SIC ).
ACCORDING TO ANALYSIS, "SPURT GIVEN TO ARMAMENT RACE I N
SUBCONTINENT BY US IS BOUND GENERATE PRESSURES IN THIS COUNTR Y

FOR MORE ARMS AND LARGER DEFENSE ALLOCATIONS CREATING NE W

STRAINS ON OUR FINANCES . SECOND, EXTREMIST ELEMENTS IN COUNTR Y

WILL STEP UP ACTIVITIES TO UNDERMINE DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AN D

ORDERLY WAY OF LIFE . 0NE DEVELOPMENTS NOT TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATIO N

BY AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION, IS THAT PUBLIC OPINION IN INDIA MA Y
NOW COMPEL GOVERNMENT TO GO NUCLEAR AND MAKE DREADED "BOM B."

THIS WILL NOT ONLY ESCALATE ARMAMENT RACE BETWEEN VARIOU S

COUNTRIES OF WORLD BUT WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE PROLIFERATION O F

NUCLEAR ARMAMENT." (E) IRONIC THAT US HAS DECIDED TRY WEA N

PAKISTAN FROM CHINA THROUGH ARMS SUPPLY AT TIME WHEN USSR HA S

CONCLUDED IT CANNOT OR SHOULD NOT DO SO. (IN REPORTING GO I

TALKS WITH SECRETARY ROGERSA HINDU' WROTED "THERE HAVE BEE N

REPORTS SOVIET UNION HAS ACTUALLY SLOWED DOWN ITS ARM S

DELIVERIES TO PAKISTAN.) NH EDIT ON "INDO-US RELATIONS, "

OCTOBER 26, SAID, "... SOVIET ARMS SUPPLY, ALSO MEANT TO WEA N

HER (PAKISTAN) FROM US AND CHINA, DISTURBED INDIAN PEOPLE
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MUCH, AND IT WAS MADE KNOWN . WHILE SOVIET UNION HA S
WITHDRAWN FROM RACE, US HAS RESUMED DULLES POLICY, AND THI S
HAS DISTURBED EVEN TRADITIONAL INDIAN FRIENDS OF US . SOVIE T
UNION HAS, BESIDES, HAD THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE TASHKEN T
DECLARATION...WHEN INDIA WANTS NOTHING BUT PEACE AT HOME AN D
ABROAD AND WHEN HER MAIN ATTENTION DEVOTED TO DEVELOPMENT, N O
BIG POWER WHICH DISTURBS POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS I N
REGION CAN BE CONSIDERED FRIENDLY . . .US ADMINISTRATION DOIN G

GRAVE HARM AND AMERICAN PEOPLE NOT YET RETURNING TO NORMALCIE S
OF PEACEFUL SOCIETY . TILL THAT NORMALCY ACHIEVED, INDO-U S
RELATIONS CANNOT BE NORMAL."

3. INDIAN PRESS REPORTS ON YAHYA KHAN'S COMINGS  AND GOINGS I N
US HAVE ALLEGED THAT IF YAHYA WERE TO SEE PRESIDENT IN PRIVAT E
SESSION AS RUMORED, YAHYA WOULD ASK THAT ARMS PACKAGE INCLUD E
TANKS AND MORE PLANES .
KEATING
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SECTION 2 OF 2 NEW DELHI 1336 2

SUBJECT : US : ARMS ' FORPAKISTA N

4 . IN - REPORT' FROM' NEW YORK : OCTOBER' 24, INDIAN EXPRES S

PARASURAM REPORTED THAT ONLY UNEQUIVOCAL STATEMENT FRO M
PRESIDENT NIXON THAT THERE WILL NOT BE FURTHER EXCEPTIONS T O
RESTRICTIVE ARMS POLICY IN FAVOR PAKISTAN LIKELY ALLAY INDIA N
FEARS OF LONG- TERM US INTENTIONS . THIS SAME COMMENT FREQUENTL Y
MADE PRIVATELY TO EMBOFFS BY WORKING LEVEL GOI OFFICIALS, MEDI A
LEADERS AND' OTHER  INTELLIGENTSIA .

5. L.N. MISHRA, MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN TRADE, AND   PREVIOUSLY MINISTER OF STATE DEFENSE PRODUCTION, REPORTEDLY TOLD NEWSMEN IN PATNA OCTOBER 23, THAT PRESENT US DECISION "DISCRIMINATES" AGAINST INDIA. MISHRA SAID THAT ALTHOUGH AMERICA HAD PROMISED IN WAKE OF 1962 INDO-CHINA WAR TO MODERNIZE INDIAN ORDNANCE FACTORIES, US, CONSISTENT WIHT ITS DECISION SUSPEND ARMS AID TO INDIA AND PAKISTAN AT TIME INDO-PAK WAR, HAD, IN SEPTEMBER, 1965 UNDERSTANDABLE ORDERED SIX SHIPS CARRYING MATERIEL TO TURN AROUND, THOUGH NEAR INDIAN SHORES.
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US HAD EXPLAINED IT DID NOT WISH CONTRIBUTE TO TENSION *
ACCORDING MISHRA, INDIA CANNOT FEEL SAFE WITH NEW PROSPECT O F

AMERICAN " BOMBERS" ARRIVING SOON IN PAKISTAN .  (ALL MAJOR PAPER S
EXCEPT PATRIOT REPORTED MISHRA'S REMARKS AS ABOVE . ACCORDIN G
PATRIOT, MISHRA ALSO SAID THAT US AND SOVIET ARMS TO PAKISTA N
CANNOT BE EQUATED, SINCE SOVIETS AND S OCIALIST BLOC HAV

E STOODBY INDIA AT TIMES OF STRESS AND HELPED WITH ARMS, wHEREAS U S
AND UK ALWAYS LET INDIA DOWN IN HOUR OF NEED . PATRIO T
ALLEGES MISHRA SAID SOVIET UNION AND OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIE S
HAVE ALWAYS MADE MILITARY SUPPLY DELIVERIES AHEAD OF SCHEDULE ,
WHILE US AND UK NEVER SUPPLIED ON TIME.)

6 . WEEKEND BROUGHT FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS AND VISITORS TO USI S
AND EMBASSY . NEW DELHI 13279 REPORTED FORWARD BLOC DEMONSTRATIO N
AT OSIS. M.L. SONDHI, JANA SANGH MP, BROUGHT FEW OF DELHI' S
"COMMON PEOPLE" TO SEE UCM OCTOBER 24 TO PROTEST ARMS DECISIO N.
RUL ING CONGRESS REPRESENTATIVES FROM PARTY COMMITTEE I N
DELHI SUBURB LEFT AT EMBASSY OCTOBER 25 MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDEN T
CALLING ARMS DECISION "UNFRIENDLY..FATAL TO PEACE IN ASIA," AN D
CERTAIN TO LEAD TO GREATER INDIAN ARMS EXPENDITURES• OCTOBER 26 A T
KANPUR, AMBASSADOR'S CAR SURROUNDED AND HIS CONVOCATION SPEEC H
INTERRUPTED BY JEERING STUDENTS .

7. OCTOBER 26, K . L . GUPTA, JANA SANGH MP, TOLD EMBOFF ARM S
SUPPLY' WILL BE MAIN ISSUE IN NEXT SESSION PARLIAMENT . H E ALLEGE D
RUL ING CONGRESS ALREADY IN TOUCH WITH JANA SANGH TO WORK OU T
COMMON LINE GUPTA LAMENTED THAT MRS . GANDHI HAS PLAYED ISSUE S O
CLEVERLY (INCLUDING DECLINING PRESIDENTS DINNER) THAT JANA SANG H
WILL HAVE TO TOE HER LIN E. HE SAID MOST JANA SANGH (AND BY IMPLIC A -
TION, MRS .GANDHI'S OTHER OPPONENTS) CAN DO IS CONTRAST GO I
REACTION TO AMERICAN ARMS WITH ITS REACTION TO SOVIET ARMS T O
PAKISTAN . AS FOOTNOTE, HE SAID THAT IN LONG RUN JANA SANGH (ULTR A
NATIONALIST) WILL  BENEFIT FROM "ANTI-INDIAN" DECISION OF US, A

N ESTIMATE WHICH MANY THINKING INDIANSHAVE MADE TO EMBOFFS PAS T
THREE WEEKS .
riEAT I J G

NTE B Y OCT :	 H AS RECEIVED : WILL : BE SERVICED ON REQUEST (PARA 6).
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