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cacto AFG

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES URGENCY WITH WHICH ACTION MUST
BE TAKEN IF RELIEF IS TO REACH AFFECTED AREAS IN TIME TO
PREVENT SAME TYPE OF SUFFERING THAT OCCURRED LAST YEAR.
WE AWAIT YOUR FURTHER REPORTING ON ACTION RGA TAKING AND
ESPECIALLY LOOK FORWARD TO REPORT ON YOUR CONVERSATION
WITH KING-

REF: KABUL 5348. 5349. 5350, 5354

-

2. PRELIMINARY REVIEW HERE INDICATES THAT AIRLIFT OF
WHEAT WOULD BE TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE TO CHAKCHARAN,
RALI-NAU AND BAMIYAN. PARTICULARLY IF AIR DROP EMPLOYED
AS ON SEVERAL PAST OCCASIONS IN PAKISTAN. THIS WOULD
REDUCE LANDINGS ON UNDESIRABLE FIELDS TO THOSE REQUIRED
TO RECOVER DROP GEAR. ON CONTINGENCY BASIS WE HAVE

ASKED DOD TO INVESTIGATE AVAILABILITY OF USAF C-130'S FOR

MONTH OF OCTBO%#%#0BER. AID INVESTIGATING AVAILABILITY OF
COMMERCIAL C-130'S.

3. STRONGLY RECOMMEND URGENT EXPLORATION OF AVAILABILITY
F—CHAKEHAR

OF PAKISTANI AND IRANIAN TRUCKS ON CONTRACT BASIS. {REF
KABUL 5348-. PARA 7}. ADVISE.

4. - IF AIRLIFT SHOULD BE DECIDED NECESSARY. SHAFIQ'S
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DETERMINATION TO "IGNORE POLITICAL PROBLEM™ {KABUL 5354,

PARA 13} CAN BE DRAWUN ON TO SUGGEST TO RGA THAT IT ALSO \
SEEK HELP FROM IRAN AND PAKISTAN WHERE C-§30 AIRCRAFT )
ALSO AVAILABLE. GOP KNOWN TO HAVE AMPLE EXPERIENCE

MOVING BULK SUPPLIES INTO COMPARABLE LOCATIONS--E-.G-.-

GILGIT AND !SKARDU.
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"5. FOR PRESENT YOU SHOULD AVOID DISCUSSION ANY USG AIRLIFT
POSSIBILITY WITH RGA. WY
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