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SUBJECT! B R I T I S H  P L A  

REF8 I S L A M A B A D  

1 a W E  NOTE WITH I N T E R E S T  T H A T  BRITISH A<€ MOVING 
SMARTLY AHEAD T O  E S T A B L I S H  SOME B A S I S  F O R  EARLY 
D E A L I N G  W I T H  BANGLA DESHo WHICH NOW APPEARS ? O  BE 
AS C E R T A I N  AS  ANYTHING NORMALLY I S  i~ ~ N T E R N ~ T T O N A L '  
A F F A  X R S O  

2 .  WHILE  WE A P P R E C I A T E  D I F F I C U L T  AND C O M P ~ I C A T E D  
QUESTIONS INVOLVED I N  WORKING'OUT CONDITIONS I N  
WHICH WE WOULD RECOGNIZE NEW SOVEREIdNTY,  SUCH A S  
BANSLA DESHo I T  SEEMS T O  US THAT8 AT T H I S  S T A G E  OF 
THE GAME# SOME L I T T L E  PREPARATION SUCH AS TME B R I Y ~ S H  
H A V E  OBVIOUSLY BEEN  DO^ NG, COULD M A K E  THINGS MUCH 
EASIER.  WE A S S U M E '  THAT L A S T  SENTENCE P A S *  'ONE OF 
STATE 2 2 2 3 7 9  REFERS ONLY T O  W E S T 8 P A K I S T A N  AND THAT 
USG IS NOT "READY T O  H A K E  A MAJOR EFFORToaoTO 
PRESERVE P A K I S T A N I  T E R R I T O R I A L  INTEQRETY AND 
ARMED F O R C E S * ~  INCLUDING E A S T   PAKISTAN^ P THEREFORE 
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A G A I N  STRONGLY URGE THAT WE MAKE P R E L I M I N A R Y  
SOUNDI[NC;S ' W I T H  R E L I A B L E  BANGLA DESH REPS I N  
WASH'INGTON OR ELSEWHERE WHltCHtWOULDc AT VERY LEAST, ~ 
PREVENTwTHEM FROM ASSUMING THAT WE A R E  I 

I N A L T E R A B L Y  OPPOSED T O  I D E A  OF INDEPENDENT BANGLA 
DESM O R  T H A T  W E ~ W O U L D  T A K E  INORDPNATELY LONG T O ~ R E C O O N I Z E  ji 
BDG S U B S T K N T I A L L Y  E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  EAST BENGALI 
G P * 3  I 
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