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SUBJECT: BRITISH: PLAPS RE %é%%LA DESH

REF1 ISLAMABAD |2343} LON SON a”/%”ﬂﬁ

lo WE NOTE WITH INTEREST THAT BRITISH ARE:MOVING
SMARTLY AHEAD TO ESTABLISH SOME BASIS FOR EARLY
DEALING WITH BANGLA DESH» WHICH NOW APPEARS 'TO BE'
AS CERTAIN AS ANYTHING NORMALLY IS IN' INTERNATIONAL:
AFFAIRS .

2 WHILE WE APPRECIATE DIFFICULT AND COMPLICATED
QUESTIONS INVOLVED IN WORKING ouT CONDITIONS IN:
WHTCH WE ‘WOULD ‘RECOGNIZE NEW SOVEREIGNTY, SUCH AS
BANGLA DESH: 1T SEEMS TO ‘US THATY AT ‘THIS: STAGE ‘OF
THE! GAME» :SOME LITTLE PREPARATION SUCH AS: THE BRITISH
HAVE: OBVIOUSLY BEEN DOING: COULD :MAKE: THINGS MUCH:
EASIERs WE ASSUME! THAT LAST SENTENCE PARA ONE OF
STATE 222979 REFERS ONLY TO WEST PAKISTAN AND: THAT
USG: 1S NOT. "READY TO MAKE: A MAJOR EFFORT@QOTO
PRESERVE PAKISTANI TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND
ARMED' FORCES"™ INCLUDING EAST PAKISTANn 1 THEREFORE
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AGAIN STRONGLY URGE THAT WE MAKE' PRELIMINARY ]
SOUNDINGS ‘WITH RELTABLE"BANGLA :DESH REPS [N |
WASHINGTON OR ELSEWHERE WHICH :WOULD, AT 'VERY LEAST,

PREVENT 'THEM FROM ASSUMING THAT WE' ARE

INALTERABLY OPPOSED TO: IDEA- OF INDEPENDENT BANGLA

DESH: OR THAT WE!I'WOULD TAKE INORDINATELY [ONG TO/'REGOGNIZE X
BEGBSUBSTANTIALLY ESTABLISHED IN EAST BENGAL .
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