
June 24, 1972 

TO: SECRETARY CONNALLY 

FROM: THE PRESIDENT 

. - 
I have read  the m e s s a g e  which General  Haig sen t  to you at 

Henry ' s  reques t  concerning the relat ionship between reccn t  anti-U. S. 

s ta tements  by  P r i m e  Minister  Gandhi and other  Indian officials and the 

prospects  for  improving relat ions between our  two Governlnents. This  

information was provided fo r  background purposes.  I would l ike to  

emphasize that it is essent ia l  that you take  the s t rongest  stand on this 

i s s u e  and ~vould l ike to  reemphas ize  the importance I a t tach  to your main- 

taining the toughest and m o s t  aloof demeanor  during your  Indian leg  in 

the face of these Indian at tacks.  The Indian p r e s s  i s  suggesting that  

your v is i t  to  Delhi is assoc ia ted  with an effort  by me to 

admi t  pas t  mis takes  in  o u r  policy towards  India a s  pa r t  of an  apologetic 

move to rees tab l i sh  bct ter  relations.  Thus, it is essent ia l  that  you not 

contribute to  this  i m p r e s  sion which can only invite fu r the r  Indian 
. 

insolence. It i s  a l so  essent ia l  to ou r  s t ra tegy  vis-a-vis  Hanoi and 

o ther  countr ies  that we in no way contribute to the impression that 

wc a r c  Luttcring up a s tate  which has bcen in the forefront  of vi t r iol ic  

a t tack against m y  recent  Victnanl decisions.  

You s l~ould  11lakc it v e r y  c l ea r  f r o m  the outset; tha t  the U.S. 

cannot accept  co~~t in i i ing  anti-U. S .  a t tacks  whcthcr they involve the conflict 
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I 
in Southeast Asia  o r  sonlc o thcr  aspec ts  of U. S. policy. I know I can i 

I . count on yon to ensu re  that this cl imate i s  c l ea r ly  establ ished during 
3 

your s tay  in India. 

' ' ' '.Ehopc your s tay  in Aust ra l ia  permit ted you and Nellie some  

4) 
14 i r e s t  f r o m  what can only be the mos t  arduous journey. I look forward  to  
6 

seeing you in San Clemente upon your return.  
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