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1. I HAVE APPOINTMENT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SItG H
AT 1100 HOURS LOCAL APRIL 21 TO CARRY OUT INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINE D
SUBJECT TELEGRAM AND IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY FURTHER WORD FRO M
THE DEPARTMENT WILL CARRY OUT THOSE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE LETTER .

2. I FEE L I OWE IT TO THE DEPARTMENT, HOWEVER, TO CALL TO YOU R
ATTENTION CERTAIN ASPECTS WHICH HAVE PROBABLY BEE N
CONSIDERED BUT MAY POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKED . THE POINT S
I WISH TO BE SURE THE DEPARTMENT HAS CONSIDERED ARE AS FOLLOWS :

A. IMPLICIT IN INSTRUCTIONS WOULD APPEAR TO BE ASSUMPTIO N
THAT INDIAN POSITION ON VIET-NAM IS OF CONSIDERABLE IF NO T
CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO USG . MAKING DENIARCHE AS INSTRUCTE D
AS I SEE IT WILL ONLY CONTRIBUTE TO INDIAN ILLUSSION THAT THIS I S
THE CASE .

	

IN FACT, I BELIEVE GOI POSITION ON VIET-NAM IS.
IRRELEVANT TO THE ISSUE AND RELATIVELY MEANINGLESS IN TH E
REST OF ASIA .

	

I REGRET SEEING IT DIGNIFIED .

B. EFFECT OF INSTRUCTIONS ON GOI IN MY JUDGEMENT MAY AGAI N
BE TO PUSH INDIANS FARTHER IN SOVIET DIRECTION . I QUESTIO N
WHETHER THIS IS IN OUR SELF-INTEREST .

C. LEST THERE BE ANY ILLUSION TO THE CONTRARY, DEPARTMEN T
MUST BE AWARE THAT GIVEN ITS PRESENT FRAME OF MIN D
GOI IS NOT ABOUT TO ALTER ITS POSITION BECAUSE WE ASK THEM T O
DO SO . IF ANYTHING, IN PRESENT CLIMATE THEY ARE EXCESSIVEL Y
AND PROUDLY INDEPENDENT AND WISH TO PROCLAIM THEIR INDEPENDENC E
TO THE WORLD, GOI POSITION WILL NOT BE ALTERED THROUG H
MY DEMARCHE .

n. DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS OBVIOUSLY NOT CONDUCIV E TO
DEVELOPMENT OF A MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE DIRECTED AT IMPROVIN G
OUR RELATIONS IF THAT IS IN FACT DEPARTMENT'S DESIRE . THERE
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MAY BE REASONS OF WHICH I AM UNAWARE WHY THAT IS NOT RPT NO T
DESIRED AT THIS TIME .

3. IF DEPARTMENT NEVERTHELESS WISHES ME TO CARRY OUT INSTRUC-
TIONS I SUGGEST CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO DELETING LANGUAG E
RTE WE REGARD THIS STATEMENT AS A FURTHER UNFRIENDLY AC T
ON PART OF GOI UNQTE . SUCH LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT PARA 2 A
ABOVE STRIKES ME AS BEING SOMEWHAT OVERDRAWN .

4. .I WANT TO ASSURE DEPARTMENT THAT I CAN FULLY APPRECIAT E
IRRITATION CAUSED WHEN A LEADING GOI OFFICIAL ENUNCIATES A
POLICY WHICH IS SO MUCH AT VARIANCE WITH OURS ON A MATTER OF DIREC T
AND CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO US . MY ONLY CONCERN IS THAT OU R
REACTION BE CONSUMMATE WITH OUR OWN LONG-TERM INTEREST .

5. SHOULD DEPARTMENT WISH TO MODIFY INSTRUCTIONS IN ANY WAY ,
I WOULD APPRECIATE THEIR BEING SLUGGED IMMEDIATE FOR DELIVER Y
AT OPEN OF BUSINESS APRIL 21 . GP-1 . KEAING
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