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FROM: AMBASSADOR
SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN

ls AT 03900 THIS MORNING» FEBRUARY 28, 1 CALLED:

UPON SHEIKH

MUUIBUR RAHMAN AT HIS DACCA RESIDENCEs THE SHEIKH MET Mg
AT MY CAR AND ESCORTED: ME. INTO HIS HOMEe 1T WAS 0BVIOUS
THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED To SEE ME AND WELCOMED ME .
WITH GREAT CORDALITY» AT SAME TIME HE SEEMED SOMEWHAT i
NERVOUS AND SLIGHTLY APPREMHENSIVE AS TO WHAT THE CONVERSA=
TION MIGHT GENERATE« AFTER A FEW PRELTMINARY SOCIAL COM«
MENTS: WHICH INCLUDED HIS REF|FCTION THAT "OUR MEFTING COMES
AT A MOST CRITICAL JUNCTURE TN PAKISTAN HISTORYs" HE PRE~
CIPITOUSLY BARGED INTQ SUBSTAMYTIVE DISCUSSTIONS BY ASKING

ME "WHAT DID I THINK ABOUY THE STTUATION?" I TOLD HIM»

AS AN INTERESTED OBSERVERs I WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THF
POLITICAL IMPASSE BETWEEN FAST AND WEST PAKISTAN WHICH

ALL: SEGMENTS OF THE PRESS HAD REEN. REPORTING AND SUG-
GESTED THAT SINCE HEs AS CHAIRMAM nF AWAMI LEAGUE, WaAS

IN A BETTER POSITION THAN [ 7TU HIFRFRET CURRENT DEVE e
LOPMENTS,» IT WAS MORE APPROPRIATE FOR ME 70 REQUEST HIS
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2s THE SHEIKH SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION THE POLITICAL
IMPASSE WHICH WAS FACING PAKISTAN WAS NOT DUE! SOLELY TO
THE MACHINATIONS OF MRe BHUTTO, BUT REPRESENTED A SITUA=
TION WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY "THOSE VERY PEOPLE
WHO HAD SUPPORTED AYUBe" HE SAID: THAT BHUTTO COULD NOT
POSSIBLY HAVE' ACTED ON HIS OWN SINCE HE HAD LESS THAN

AN ORGANIZED POLITICAL: PARTYe WITHOUT THE: HELP AND LEADER-=
SHIP OF CERTAIN WEST PAKISTANI MILITARY OFFICERS, BHUTTO?*S
POSITION WOULD BE UNTENABLEs IT WAS PRECISELY BECAUSE  OF
THIS SITUATION THAT BHUTTO FAVORS EXCESSIVE EXPENDITURES
ON MILITARY PREPAREDNESS»

3« IN REPLY TQ MY QUESTION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE
THOUGHT BHUTTO WOULD ATTEND THE NATIONAL' ASSEMBLY» HE
SAIDI HE THOUGHT THAT, BECAUSE AWAMI LEAGUE HAD "NOW
BOXED HIM IN," BHUTTO'S APPEARANCE: COULD " EXPECTED
HOWEVER, HE SAID HE ANTICIPATED THAT BHUTTO» WHOM HE
CHARACTERIZED AS A "CALLOUS COW,® WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY
CORRAL HIS MNAS AND TAKE OFF FOR THE WEST WINGe AT
THIS MOMENT THE:! LIFE STRUGGLE:' OF: BANGLA DESH WOULD
BEGIN®

4o 1 THEN ASKED HIM TO TELL ME JUST HOW FAR APART
WERE THE POSITIONS TAKEN BY PPP. AND THE ALe HE. SAID
THAT POSITIONS WERE S0 FAR. APART THAT HE ANTICIPATED
LITTLE OR NOYCHANCE OF SECURING A CONSENSUSs MORE
SPECIFICALLYs HE SAID THAT AWAMI LEAGUE AND: HE AS ITS
"CHOSEN LEADER"™ COULD NOT AND WOULD NOT COMPROMISE
ON- SIX POINT PROGRAM WHICH HE "HAD MADE. A PART OF
LIFE OF EAST PAKISTAN FOR A PERIOD OF NOW SOME TEN
YEARS*" HE SAID THAT IT WAS BHUTTO'S OBUECTIVE: TO

QECRYS AR EORRISRHESIBERT . AMREESREYRN LBRMERTED O

ON BHUTTO'S FOREIGN POLICIES WHICH: HE SAID WERE ABHOR~
RENT TO HIM» CITING BHUTTO'S LOVE FOR COMMUNIST CHINA
AND. HIS INTRANSIGENT POSPTICN VIS«pA=YIS INDIA.

THE SHEIKH REFLECTED AT LENGTH UPON HIS ANTI<COMMUNIST
POSITION AND THE DANGERS: THAT CHINA PORTENDED TO THE
AREAe AS TO INDIA» IT WAS. IMPERATIVE THAT BANGLA DESH

RE<ESTABLISH GOOD RELATIONS AND REQPEN THE HISTORIC DECLASSIFIED
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TRADE‘ROUTES IN THE- AREAe HE OPINED THAT DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN WHAT BHUTTO WANTED AND WHAT THE PEOPLE OF
BANGLA DESH DEMANDED APPEARED TO BE INSURMOUNTABLE e

5¢ WITH THE CONCEPT AS POINT OF DEPARTUREs SHEIKH
INDULGED IN A 1@-MINUTE SPEECH WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN

A PART OF. HIS POLITICAL. ORATORY, SAYING THAT THE PEOPLE
OF. "HIS COUNTRY»" WERE BEHIND HIM TO A MANs THAT HE

HAD THE SMALL HARD CORE OF COMMUNISTS VERY MUCH ON

THE RUN AS WAS EVIDENCED 8Y BHASHANT 'S PRESENT POLI-
TICAL DISARRAYs HE SAID THAT THE. COMMUNISTS HAD

KILLED THREE OF HIS LEADERS AND THAT HE IN TiRN HAD
PROMISED THE COMMUNISTS THAT FOR FEVERY AWAMI LEAGUER
KILLEDs HE WOULD KILL THREE OF. THEIRS AND THAT "THIS

WE HAVE DONE." AFTER NOTING THE TIME HE HAD SPENT

IN PRISON AT HANDS OF WEST PAKISTANI LEADERSHIPs HE
SAID THAT HE HAD NO FEAR WHATSOEVER OF "FACING THE
RULLET™ IF _UNITY COULD NOT BE MAINTAINED. HE DRAMA~
TICALLY POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS UNaFRAID OF BEING
JAILED OR "HACKED TO PIECESs" AND THAT HE WOULD NOT
DEVIATE FROM THE MANDATE WHICH HAD BEEN THE WILL OF

HIS PEOPLEo. HE CULMINATED THIS MONOLOGUE BY SAYING
THAY HE DID NOT WANT SEPARATION BUT RATHER HE WANTED

A FORM OF CONFEDERATION IN WHICH THE PEOPLE OF BANGLA
DESH WOULD GET THEIR JUST AND RIGHTFUL SHARE OF FOREIGN
AIDs AND NQT A MERE "20 PERCENT AS HERETOFORE. WITH 6@ FERCENT OF
FOREIGN EXCHANGE COMING FROM MY COUNTRY, HOW CAN
ISLAMABAD JUSTIFY THE CRUMBS WHICH THEY HAVE THROWN
US?:" THE SHEIKH RHETORICALLY ASKED.
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FROM: AMBASSADOR! <;§
SUBJECTt CONVERSATION W]TH: SHEIKH: MUUIBUR RAHMAN. &
6+ MOVING TO: THE! SUBJECT OF FOREIGN AIDs» THE SHEIKH x

SAID: THAT CURRENTLY PAKISTAN WAS: IN: A. DANGEROUS: FINAN=
CIAL CONDITION WITH: ITS FOREIGN EXCHANGE: RESERVES VIR~
TUALLY EXHAUSTEDs HE SAID THAT IN: A SENSE THIS: WAS. :
A BLESSING IN DISGUISE: FOR BANGLA. DESH: SINCE WEST L
PAKISTAN DID NOT HAVE THEI FINANCIAL: POWER: TO SUBJUGATE

HIS PARTYes. HE SAIDs HOWEVER,_ THAT PRESENTLY WEST
PAKISTAN WAS BEGGING JAPAN FOR SUBSTANTIAL!I FINANCIAL

SUPPORT AND THAT IF THIS WAS' RECETVED» "THEN THEY

WILL: BANG USe"™ IT WAS THEN THAT THE' SHEIKH POINTERLY

ASKED ME IF THE UsSs AND THE CONSORTIUM: WOULD SUPPORT

THE: RE<BUILDING OF BANGLA. DESHe I TOLD HIM THAT AS

A POLITICAL: LEADER HE SHOULD RECOGNIZE' THE: FACT: THAT

UeSe HAD BEEN AND CONTINUES TO BE: INTERESTED. IN THE

ECONOMIC WELL=BEING QF THE SUB=CONTINENTe I POINTED

OUT» HOWEVER, THAT THERE: WERE TWO LIMITATIONS TO OUR ECONO-=

MIC. ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: AS WELL AS TO THE PROGRAM OF THE

CONSORTIUM: () THE AMOUNT OF FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE WAS TODAY MUCHi MORE: LIMITED THAN

IN THE PASTs {(2) AID RECEIVING PROJUECTS OF: NECESSITY HAD: TO
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BE' MORE' 'CAREFULLY EVALUATED! AND: DEVELOPED# THIS' REQUIRED! MORE:
INDIGENDUS TECHNICTANS: AND! PUBLIC' SERVANTS: KNOWLEDGEABLE! NOT
ONLY" INi THEi PROJECTS: THEMSELVES: BUT  SKILLED: IN THE:
UTTLIZATION: OFi FUNDS' AND! PROJECT ADMINISTRATIONes I

NOTED: MY CONCERNi THAT THERE: HAD BEEN LESS: THAN: FULL:
UTTLIZATION!:OF: RESQURCES: MADE: CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

IN' EAST PAKTSTAN! FORI'RURAL: DEVELOPMENT» AND: THE
PAUCITY OF: TRAINED: PEQPLE®

7% THE SHEIKH THEN. DESCRIBED: AT’ LENGTH:NHAT HE: CON=~
SIDERED TO: BE EAST PAKISTAN'S: CHANCES OF  BECOMING:

A VIABLE!' AREA» POINTING' OUT . THE GREAT RESERVES OF

GAS AYAILABLE!' NOT ONLY FOR' LOCALI.CONSUMPTION: BY A

PETRDCHEMICAL INDUSTRY BUT ALSO FOR EXPORT TO INDIAs

HE SAID' THAT UNDER:! HIS: LEADERSHIEP: BANGLA DESH WOULD: BE:

SELF=SUFFICIENT IN FOOD WITHIN TWO: YEARS» THE BORO:.CROP:

BEING. ONE' OF WIS PRIMARY' INTERESTS,. WHEN I POINTED OUT

TO' HIM THE ALMQST UNBELTEVABLE! BIRTHRATE: IN. EAST PAKISTAN,

THE SHEIKH SAID! THAT BIRTH. CONTROL! WOULD BE: ONE: OF HIS'

MAIN' OBJECTIVES: SAYING' THAT HE! COULD! LEADI THE: PEOPLE IN

THEIR! EFFORT TO' DECREASE! THE! SIZEI OF JNDIVIDUAL! FAMILIES:

WHEREAS: THEY COULD: NOT BE! PUSHED! AS: WAS: THEI EFFORT . TODAYs

8+ SPEAKING' INI A, THOROUGHLY SERIOUS: MOOD» THE! SHEIKH
SAID! THAT 'THOUGH' HE! HESITATED: TO' DQ: SO' HE: FELT HE: SHOULD:
POINT OUT "THAT .THE UsSe HADI A REPUTATION FOR: DESERTING:
THEIR' FREINDS' WHEN DISAGREEABLE: PROBLEMS AROSEe HE SAID
THAT IN HIS OPINION DISAGREEABLEI PROBLEMS. WERE GOING' TO
ARISE' IN THIS: PART OF WORLDI WHICH: AGAIN WOULD: PUT: THE
UNITED' STATES: TO' TESTe | SUGGESTED TO! THE' SHEIKH THAT

I FELT THAT HIS OPINION: WAS: ENTIRELY 'TOO: PAT-AND I WOULD:
BE' HAPPY TQ: DISCUSS: THE' AMERICANi ROLE: IN SUPPORT OF: ITS'
FRIENDS: AT ANOTHER' TIMEs I ADDED: THAT I FELT SOME _
CREDENCE: SHOULD! BE .GIVEN: TO' THE: FACT ' THAT 'THE. UeSs Fl=
NANCIALLY ASSISTED PAKISTAN TO ‘THE! TUNE. OF I SOMETHING:

IN: EXCESS: OF' FOUR. AND A. HALF' BILLION DOLLARSW THE
SHEIKH'S RETORT WAS: THAI'"IF-THEiu@s- WOULD: GIVE ME

ONE' BILLION DOLLARSs I.WOULD MAKE! A PROSPEROUS BANGLA
DESH! A. BULWARK: FOR: \DEMOCRACY"

9+« ALL/I THESE! ‘COMMENTS: WERE! BUT BACKGROUND: TD THE: KEY
QUESTION WHICH! THE: SHEITKH! HISHEDITD ﬂSKJ?_?Eb) NHAT Is:
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THE!' POLICY OF THE: UeSe TOWARD PAKISTAN? WITH THE UTe
MOST CARE I DELINEATED: THE U«Se POLICY» PRECISELY IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY GUIDANCE POSITION SET FORTH
IN' STATE. 35534, AND ] IN: NO' WAY CONVEYED A SENSE: OF
CONCERN RE PAKISTAN'S FUTURE IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO'
SUGGEST UNALTERABLE U+Se OPPOSITION TO BENGAL] ASPIRA=
TIONSe I DID, HOWEVER» POINT OUT AS AFORESAID THAT
FOREIGN AID WAS NO' LONGER: A CORNUCOPIA FROM WHICH
FLOWED! AN UNENDING STREAM OF: FINANCAIL! SUPPORT FOR

USE' IN SOLVING THE ILLS: OF: THE WORLDs WITHOUT PUTTING
I IN A FORM OF A QUESTION THE SHE[KH. THEN SAID THAT
IT BEHOOVED: ALL' THE: FRIENDS OF BANGLA DESH- TO EXERT
MAXIMUM INFLUENCE: ON "THOSE: WHO: WOULD USE: THE: FORCE

OF ARMS TO KEEP: MY PEOPLE! IN A COLONIAL: STATUSe" HE
SAID! THAT HE' HAD: BEEN A. STUDENT OF! WORLD AFFAIRS LONG
ENOUGH TO: KNOW THE UNITED! STATES: AND: OTHER AID~CONTR] =
BUTING COUNTRIES: COULD! EXERT THIS: TYPE OF: INFLUENCE

IF THEY DESIRED TO/ DO SO« SINCE' Npo: QUESTION WAS
POSED» THE NECESSITY FOR' AN. ANSWER: WAS. OBVIATEDs» BUT
IT MAY REQUIRE AN ANSWER SOONER THAN WE: EXPECT» AND
HENCE' SHOULD BE: GIVEN SOMEi SERIOUS' THOUGHTs I HAD
ANTICIPATED THE' POSSIBILITY THAT.THE SHEIKH WOULD
RAISE THE MATTER OF RECOGNITION: SINCE HE HAD EVIDENCED
INTEREST IN THIS SUBJECT AS HERETOFDRE REPORTED3
HOWEVER, HE DID: NOT DO: SOw

1@« 1 EXPRESSED THE: HOPE: THAT [° WOULD HAVE. AN OPPOR-~
TUNITY OF TALKING: TO HIMi AGAIN AFTER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS
HAD: PASSED, SINCE' MANY OF: THE CURRENT VARIABLES: OR: UN=
KNOWN: QUANTITIES WOULD THEN BE KNOWN AND CLARIFIED®

HE SAID THAT HE! HAD: PLEASANTLY ANTICIPATED! THIS MEETING
TODAY' AND WOULD: LOOK FORWARD WITH THE: GREATEST OF
PLEASURE TO MEETING WITH' ME AT ANY TIMEs FURTHER, HE

WISHED: TQ' ASSURE_ME NOT ONLY OF: HIS. OWN PERSQNAL_FRIEND=
S&IP: BUT '?HA*ROF% THE PEOPtE OoF B;{I%GLA DEEH EDRLTHE

PEOPLE' OF THE - UNITED STATESs

11e THE CONVERSATION WHICH EXTENDED' FOR A PERIOD OF:

LITTLE! OVER ONE: HOUR! WAS: CONCLUDEDI ON THIS MOST AMICABLE

VEIN AND' THE SHEIKH' ESCORTED' ME' TO: BY AUTOMOBILE! THROUGH

A LINE! OF HIS ARDENT SUPPORTERSs GP=3»
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