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JOINT USIS/EMBASSY MESSAG E

REF : EMBASSY 772 AND 69 5

1.AS INDICATED IN POST'S NARCOTICS CONTROL A C T ION PLA N
( KABUL  A-130, 0E C E MBER 13, 1971) PAGE 9, MISSION DECIDE D
IN CONCERT IMPORTANCE OF TAKING ACTION ON NARCOTICS PROBLE M
IN, AFGHANISTAN COULD BE BROUGHT HOME TO KEY RGA OFFICIAL S
THROUGH THE EYES OF FOREIGN PRESS . ALL INDICATIONS P OINT T O
FACT THIS MISSION CAMPAIGN IS CONSTRUCTIVE AND PRODUCING RESULTS .

2. AFGHANIE S , UNLIKE OTHE R PEOPLE ARE UNUSUALLY SENSITIV E
ABOUT WHAT FOREIGN PRESS WRITES ABOuT THEIR COUNTRY .

3. INFLUX OF HIPPIES AND NARCOTIC TRAFICKERS BROUGHT WITH I T
INCRE A S E D FOREIGN PRESS INTEREST IN NEWLY EVOLVING SITUATION I N
AFGHANISTAN CREATED BY ROTH. AFGHAN HASHISH ENJOYS AN ESPECIALL Y

HIGH REPUTATION AMONG WORL D TRAVELLER S.

4. ARTICLES BOTH IN THE US AND UK WITH TIMES SUCH AS QUOT E
EMBASSIES KEPT BUSY RESCUING THE DRUG-FRAZZLED FREAKS: HIPPIE S

FIND AFGHANISTAN A HELLISH DRUG HEAVEN : HIPPIES BEGGING LIK E
DOGS IN AFGHANISTAN HIPPIE S SELL BODIES TO AFGHANS FOR FIX :
BRITAIN DEPICTS AFGHANISTA N AS CENTER OF NARCOTICS: AFGHANISTAN
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CRACKS DOWN ON DRUG USERS: HIPPIES HEAD FOR KABUL IN ALL SORT S
OF C ONVE YAN C ES : A HIPPIE B U RIAL : AND AFGHANISTAN : DEADL Y
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY UNQUOTE WERE REPRODUCED IN MULTIPL E
COPIES BY USIS AND SENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE ,
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER, MFA'S DIRECTORS OF INFORMATION AN D
ECONOMICS, LEADING EDITOR OF INDEPENDENT AND GOVERNMEN T
NEWSPAPERS AND TO PRESIDENT OF PUBLICATIONS, MOIC . THE PR IM

E MINISTERS PRESSA DVISOR PERSONALLY THANKED PAD AND REQUES T
THAT PM'S OFFICE CONTINUE TO R ECEIVE ALL SUCH ARTICLES .

5. CERTAIN ARTICLES WERE REPRINTED IN INDEPENDENT N EWSPAPERS
SOME HAVE UNDOUBTED BEEN C AUSE OF EDITORIALS ON NARCOTIC S
AND HIPPIES: AND SOME HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY BEEN FOOD FOR THROUGH T
TO LEADING OFFICIALS WHO ARE ATTEMPTING TO GRAPPLE WI TH OVERA L L
PROBLEMS OF NARCOTICS AND HIPPIES .

6. AFGHANISTAN : DEADLY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY WRITTEN BY NAOM I
BARR Y (INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE) W ITH COOPERATION OF EMBASS Y
AND USIS OFFICERS APPARENTLY HIT HOME BECAUSE IT WAS RESULT OF A
PAINFUL REBUTTAL FROM A HIGH COMMERCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL, WHO I S
VERY WELL KNOWN BY MISSION OFFICERS. MRS. BARRY ENDED HE R
ARTICLE BY QUOTING A WORRIED FOREIGN DIPLOMAT QUOTE THE AFGHAN S
ARE SENSITIVE PEOPLE . WHEN THE GOVERNMENT REEULIZES THE KIN D
OF REPUTATION IT IS GETTING FOR ITSELF ABROAD, IT M AY BECOME
MORE SEVERE AT HOME UNQUOT E.

7. THE AMBASSADOR ALSO TOOK OCCASION TO EMPHASIZE ABOVE QUOT E
BY SHOWING HIS MAJESTY ONE OF ARTICLES WHEN SUBJECT OF NARCOTIC S
WAS DISCUSSE D.

8. IN ADDITION, USIS HAS CARRIED WELL OVER EIGHTY PERCENT OF AL L
ARTICLES THAT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY POST THROUGH W I R ELE S S FIL E
IN UNITED STATES BULLETIN WHICH IS D I ST RIBUTED TO APPROXIMATEL Y
TWELVE HUNDRED OPINION LEADERS IN AFGHANISTAN, INCLUDING ALL RG A
OFFICERS CONCERNED WITH NARCOTICS . COPTES OF ALL WIRELESS FIL E
STORIES ON NARCOTICS ARE SENT IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT T O
MFA DIRECTR9 CONCERNED WITH SUBJECT. GP-3.
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