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1. IN ADDITION PRIME MINISTER NUR AHMED ETEMADI FOLLOWIN G
PERSONS WERE ON AFGHAN SIDE: FIRST DEPUTY PRIME MINISTE R

ARDULLAH YAFTALI ; MINISTER OF PLANNING DR . ABDUL WAHID
GRABI ; MINISTER OF STATE GHULAM ALI AYIN ; DIRECTOR GENERAL
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS ; MFA, DR. RAWAN FARHADI ; DIRECTOR

PCLITICAL DEPARTMENTS, MFA, DR. SAADULLAH GMAUSSI AN D

DIRECTOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS - MFA DR . ABDUL WAXID KARIM .

2. IN ADDITION VICE PRESIDENT FOLLOWING AMERICANS PRESENT :

AMBASSADOR NEUMANN, BLAIR, DCM LAINGER, HOUDEK, POLITICAL

COUNSELOR NAAS .

3. FOLLOWING 35 MINUTE TETE-A—TETE, VICE PRESIDENT AND

PRIME MINISTER JOINED OTHER PARTICIPANTS. PRI MIN COMMENCED
WITH WARM WELCOME AND EXPRESSIONS OF PLEASURE HAVING VP I N

KABUL WHICH PRESENTED OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON MATTER S

COMMON INTEREST, MOVING INTO SUBSTANCE, PRI MIN USED TECHNIQUE

OF INTRODUCING HIS COLLEAGUES AND THEN MOVING INTO SUBJECT I N

WHICH THEY PRIMARILY INVOLVED. INTRODUCING YAFTALI HE SAI D

THAT KEY PROBLEM FOR RGA WAS TO MOVE OUT OF CURRENT ECONOMI C

STAGNATION . HE EMPHASIZED AFGHANS INTENDED RELY PRIMARILY
ON THEIR OWN EFFORTS BUT HOPED FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF US AND OTHER FRIENDS.

4 . TURNING TO SORABI, HE EXPLAINED THAT AFGHANISTAN HAD

MIXED ECONOMY. FIRST TWO 5-YEAR PLANS HAD EMPHASIZE D

INFRASTRUCTURE AND WITH HELP OF US, USSR, FRG AND OTHER S

PLANS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTED. 3RD 5-YEAR

PLAN WAS NOW IN PARLIAMENT AND EMPHASIS WAS ON SMALL
PROJECTS AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AS WAYS GET OUT OF
STAGNATION AND PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT. HE SAID RGA MUST
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REVISE TAX STRUCTURE IF IT WERE TO DO MORE ON ITS OWN .
IT WAS NOT EASY TASK TO CONVINCE PEOPLE AND ESPECIALL Y
PARLIAMENT OF THE NEED FOR SELF-RELIANCE AND AUSTERITY .
IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO GET LAND AND LIVESTOCK TAXE S
THROUGH PARLIAMENT .

5. PRESENTING FARHADI, HE SAID AFGHAN FOREIGN POLICY O F
NON-ALIGNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION WITH ALL WA S
WELL . KNOWN . POINTING TO THE LONG COMMON BOUNDARY WIT H
USSR AND 50 YEARS OF GOOD RELATIONS, HE SAID AFGHANISTA N
WAS LIVING EXAMPLE OF POSSIBILITIES OF COEXISTENCE O F
TWO COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING IN COMMON .
BELIEFS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES, HISTORY, ETC .
OF AFGHANISTAN

	

USSR WERE VERY DIFFERENT . YET, USSR
HAS HELPED GREATLY IN AFGHAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AN D
THERE HAVE BEEN FREQUENT CONTACTS BETWEEN OFFICIALS O F
BOTH COUNTRIES ; FOR EXAMPLE, KOSYGIN VISITED AFGHANISTA N
IN 1969 TO CELEBRATE THE 50TH YEAR OF RELATIONS AND P M,
HIMSELF, HAD VISITED USSR IN 1968 . RGA FIRMLY BELIEVE D
THAT SUCH STEADY CONTACTS AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH USSR
HAD BENEFICIAL IMPACT ON ENTIRE AREA IN RELIEVING TEN -
SIONS. PEOPLE HAD BEEN SKEPTICAL IN 1955 WHE N
PARTICULARLY CLOSE RELATIONS HAD STARTED, BUT IN LAS T
15 YEARS AFFAIRS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES HAD GONE VER Y
SMOOTHLY. IN A SENSE, AFGHANISTAN HAD SHOWN THIS WA Y
TO OTHER COUNTRIES IN AREA ; IRAN, PAKISTAN AND TURKE Y
WERE NOW IMPROVING THEIR RELATIONS WITH USSR .

6. AS SMALL COUNTRY, PM CONTINUED, AFGHANISTAN COUL D
NOT AFFORD SERIOUS QUARRELS WITH NEIGHBORS ; REGIONAL
COOPERATION IS ESSENTIAL . WITH THIS IN MIND, AFGHANISTAN
HAD PROPOSED TRANSIT TRADE CONFERENCE, BUT, UNHAPPIL Y
PAKISTAN, IN VIEW ITS PROBLEMS WITH INDIA, HAD SO FA R
BLOCKED CONVENING OF SUCH CONFERENCE . RGA BELIEVED
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS MUST BE SEPARATED . HE
NOTED THAT GOP ATTITUDE HAD HURT AFGHAN TRADE WITH INDIA .
HE THEN ADDED THAT THERE WAS, OF COURSE, THE PUSHTUNISTAN
PROBLEM WITH PAKISTAN. IN VERY MILD MANNER, HE SAID THA T
RGA SIMPLY WANTS SELF-DETERMINATION FOR PUSHTUNS LIVIN G
IN PAKISTAN AND THAT RGA WOULD ALWAYS USE PEACEFUL MEAN S
TO REACH SOLUTION . UNDER PRESIDENT AYUB RELATIONS BE -
TWEEN TWO COUNTRIES HAD SUFFERED, BUT HE WISHED T O
ASSURE VP THAT RGA HAD NO . ILL INTENTIONS TOWARDS PAKISTA N,
TO CONTRARY, PROSPEROUS, PEACEFUL PAKISTAN WAS IN AFGHA N
INTERESTS . UNDER YAHYA REGIME, RELATIONS HAD IMPROVE D
AND CURRENT INTENTION OF GOP BREAK UP "ONE UNIT " WAS
FIRST VISIBLE STEP AND IT WAS PREMATURE TO DRAW ANY LON G
TERM CONCLUSIONS .

ROLAND
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7. WITH IRAN, HE SAID, THERE WERE NO SERIOUS PROBLEM S
AND TWO COUNTRIES WERE UNITED BY SPECIAL BONDS OF

	

FRIENDSHIP AND SPIRITUAL TIES. HE TERMED HELMAND WATER S
ISSUE SMALL "TECHNICAL" PROBLEM AND HE WAS OPTIMISTI C
SOLUTION WOULD SOON BE FOUND. HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATIO N
FOR PAST US GOOD OFFICES ON THIS ISSUE. SOLUTION WOUL D
OPEN NEW ERA OF COOPERATION, PARTICULARLY IN CHAKHANSU R
AND SISTAN. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER, THE PM SAI D
HE WANTED TO RECORD APPRECIATION OF RGA FOR US ASSISTANCE
IN HELMAND VALLEY DEVELOPMENT . AFGHANISTAN WANTED TO SE E
THIS PROJECT SUCCEED AND THIS WAS IMPORTANT BECAUSE S O
FAR MORE THAN $100 MILLION HAD BEEN INVESTED AND BECAUSE
THE NAME OF AMERICA WAS CLOSELY ATTACHED TO IT . MOR E
TIME WOULD BE NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THE SUBSTANTIAL CON-
TRIBUTION WHICH THIS PROJECT COULD MAKE . THE RGA WA S
ESPECIALLY ANXIOUS TO SEE PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMEN T
OF THE LOWER DELTA AREA AND ALSO THE KAJAKAI HYDROELECTRI C
SCHEME. (AT THIS POINT THE PM PASSED TO THE VP TW O
AIDE-MEMOIRES. FIRST GENERALLY DESCRIBES RGA DEVELOP-
MENT EFFORTS, PLANS AND HOPE FOR CONTINUED FOREIG N
ASSISTANCE . SECOND DEALS SPECIFICALLY WITH LAND DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM OF THE HELMAND-ARGHANDAB VALLEYS AND DESIRED
US ROLE . COPIES BEING POUCHED NEA/PAF .)

8. RELATIONS WITH CHINA WERE " NORMAL AND CORRECT" AND
CHINA WAS EXTENDING SOME ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE . HE RECALLE D
THAT PRESIDENT NIXON HAD SAID THAT WORLD WAS ENTERIN G
"AN ERA OF NEGOTIATIONS." RGA BELIEVED NOW IS THE TIM E
TO APPLY THIS VIEW TO CHINA AS WELL . HE HOPED US WOUL D
CONTINUE LOOK FOR MODUS VIVENDI WHICH WOULD SLOWL Y
DISSIPATE MISUNDERSTANDING OVER CHINA PROBLEM .
PHILOSOPHICALLY, HE SAID, ALL MANKIND HAS A COMMO N
INTEREST IN SURVIVING IN THIS NUCLEAR AGE . UNHAPPILY
ARMS RACES WERE SEEN EVERYWHERE AND A TERRIBLE WAST E
OF RESOURCES WAS THE RESULT .
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9. ON NEAR EAST, HE SAID HE WOULD BE BRIEF FOR RG A
POSITION WELL KNOWN : ENFORCEMENT NOVEMBER 1967 SECURIT Y
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND RESTORATION OF RIGHTS OF ARA B
PEOPLE. AFGHANS WERE SADDENED BY STRAINED RELATION S
BETWEEN US AND ARAB STATES AND HE HOPED US WOULD PLAC E
MORE FAITH AND TRUST IN LEADERS OF ARAB COUNTRIES .

10. WITH RESPECT VIETNAM, RGA HOPED PEACE WOULD SOO N
COME SO THAT VIETNAMESE PEOPLE COULD SOLVE THEIR OW N
PROBLEM . IN ALLUSION TO VIETNAM, HE SAID, EVERY COUNTR Y
MUST FIND ITS OWN SOLUTIONS TO ITS PROBLEMS ; THERE MUST
BE A "NATIONAL ANSWER" AND THERE COULD BE NO GENERA L
PATTERN IN PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES .

11. TURNING BRIEFLY TO INTERNAL AFFAIRS, HE SAI D
DEVELOPMENT BRINGS IN ITS WAKE PROBLEMS, PARTICULARL Y
INCREASING EXPECTATIONS AND THE UNREST OF YOUTH . AFGA N
SOCIETY WAS DIVIDED ; MANY WANT UNREALISTIC OVERNIGHT
CHANGES AND YET AT SAME TIME MANY DOUBT WISDOM OF CURREN T
POLICY OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT .
HIS GOVERNMENT, HE SAID, WAS DETERMINED TO ADHERE T O
PRINCIPLES OF ITS DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION AND EDUCAT E
PEOPLE NOT ONLY ON THEIR RIGHTS BUT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIE S
AND OBLIGATIONS AS WELL . HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT CAM E
UNDER HEAVY CRITICISM FROM SOME QUARTERS FOR MOVING TOO
SLOWLY BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND DIFFICULT, TIM E
CONSUMING, CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES. SINCE THERE WER E
NO POLITICAL PARTIES AS YET, HE FACED IN EFFECT 21 6
PARTIES. HOWEVER, HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT GOVERNMEN T
WOULD GET THROUGH CURRENT VERY DIFFICULT PERIOD .

12. PM THEN CONCLUDED HIS PRESENTATION, AGAIN THANKIN G
THE VP FOR HIS VISIT, A VISIT THAT HAD REVIVED HAPPY
MEMORIES OF VISITS BY PRESIDENT NIXON, THE LATE PRESIDEN T
EISENHOWER, AND SECRETARY ROGERS .

ROLAN D
BT
NOTE : NOT PASSED KABUL BY OC/T .
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13. THE VP RESPONDED BY EXPRESSING HIS OWN AND MRS .
AGNEW'S GREAT APPRECIATION FOR THE WELCOME THEY HA D
RECEIVED IN AFGHANISTAN AND IN PARTICULAR FOR THE
OPPORTUNITY FOR FRANK TALKS WITH BOTH THE PM AND HI S
MAJESTY . THE VP SAID HE DEEPLY APPRECIATED THE EMPHASI S
ON HUNAN DIGNITY WHICH THE PM HAD REFERRED TO SO OFTE N
IN HIS PRESENTATION OF AFGHANISTAN POLICIES . THIS HA D
DEEPENED OUR RESPECT FOR THIS VERY INDEPENDENT COUNTR Y
THAT WE ADMIRE SO MUCH . HE HAD NOT AT FIRST EXPECTE D
TO VISIT AFGHANISTAN DURING THIS TRIP, AND HAD BEE N
DELIGHTED WHEN THE PRESIDENT HAD ASKED HIM TO AD D
AFGHANISTAN TO HIS ITINERARY. HE HAD BEEN IMPRESSE D
TO LEARN HOW RAPIDLY AFGHANISTAN HAD CHANGED IN THE
LAST 10 YEARS, CHANGES DUE IN LARGE PART TO AFGHA

NISTAN'S FIRM POLICIES OF INDEPENDENCE AND NEUTRALITY AN D
USING ITS DIPLOMATIC SKILLS TO DEAL IN A COOPERATIVE WAY
WITH ITS NEIGHBORS IN SETTLING DISPUTES AND DEVELOPIN G
AREAS OF UNDERSTANDING.

14. THE US UNDERSTOOD AFGHANISTAN'S INTERNATIONAL POSTUR E
COMPLETELY. WE WERE NOT DISTRESSED THAT THE SOVIET S
HAD CLOSE RELATIONS HERE ; WE HOPED AMERICAN ASSISTANC E
HAD BEEN HELPFUL TOO. THE VP SAID HE WAS ALSO ENCOURAGED
TO HEAR OF AFGHAN EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH CHINA .
THE US WAS ALSO TRYING, THROUGH RELAXATION OF TRADE AN D
TRAVEL, TO IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS WITH CHINA . THE RESPONSE
HAD NOT YET BEEN ENCOURAGING BUT THE US RECOGNIZED THA T
CHINA AND ITS PROBLEMS WERE LARGE AND COMPLEX AND PROGRES S
WOULD NOT COME QUICKLY . WE WOULD KEEP TRYING TO IMPROV E
RELATIONS SO THAT LESS OF OUR RESOURCES ARE USED I N
DEPLOYING ARMS AGAINST EACH OTHER AND MORE FOR THE MUTUA L
BENEFIT OF OUR PEOPLES.
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HOWEVER, WE	 WANT ASIANS TO KNOW AS WELL OF OU R
CONTINUING COMMITMENTS TO OUR FRIENDS IN ASIA . OUR FRIENDS
MUST KNOW THAT WE WILL NOT TURN OUR BACK ON THESE COMMIT -
MENTS UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. PRESIDENT NIXON HAD MAD E
CLEAR SEVERAL CARDINAL POINTS IN OUR POLICY TOWARD S
ASI A: I.E.
--WE INTEND TO STAND BY OUR FRIENDS AND TREATY COMMITMENTS

SHOULD SMALL COUNTRIES IN ASIA BE THE VICTIM O F
OUTRIGHT AGGRESSION AS DISTINCT FROM SUBVERSION, W E
WOULD FEEL CONSTRAINED TO LOOK AT THE SITUATION WITH A
VIEW TOWARD PROTECTING THESE COUNTRIES INCLUDING POSSIBL Y
UTILIZING OUR PROTECTIVE NUCLEAR UMBRELLA .
-- WE BELIEVE STRONGLY IN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION ,
FOR EXAMPLE WITH AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN, AND INDIA . WHILE
WE RECOGNIZE THE OBSTACLES TO COOPERATION THAT STEM FROM
OLD AND EMOTIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES WE WILL CONTINUE T O
ENCOURAGE OUR FRIENDS TO FIND BILATERALLY WAYS TO OUTGROW
THESE PROBLEMS AND TO IMPROVE RELATIONS .
--FINALLY THE NIXON DOCTRINE CLEARLY RECOGNIZES TH E
SOLUTION OF ASIAN PROBLEMS RESTS WITH ASIANS . THE US
AS A PACIFIC POWER WILL HELP THOSE NATIONS THAT HAV E
THE COURAGE AND VISION TO DO THINGS FOR THEMSELVE S
OUT THE INTITATIVE MUST COME LARGELY FROM THEM .

16. THE VP TOLD THE PM THAT THE USG APPLAUDE D
AFGHANISTAN ' S 1964 CONSTITUTION. HE HAD BEE N
PERSONALLY DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY HIS CONVERSATIONS WIT H
THE KING, WHO SHOWED A DEEP SENSE OF AWARENESS AN D
READINESS TO MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO MEET POLITICAL PROBLEMS .
AS FAR AS AFGHANISTAN ' S PROBLEMS WITH PAKISTAN AND IRA N
WERE CONCERNED, WE SAW THESE BEST SOLVED THROUGH A
CONTINUATION OF BILATERAL DISCUSSION AND EXPLORATION .
ON THE HELMAND WATERS, HE WAS GLAD TO HEAR THAT U S
TECHNICAL HELP WAS USEFUL . HE KNEW AFGHAN RELATIONS
WITH PAKISTAN WERE DIFFICULT BUT WAS NONETHELESS HOPEFULL
THEY COULD RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS AND WOULD REPORT T O
THE PRESIDENT THAT THE AFGHAN ATTITUDE WAS NOT HOSTIL E
BUT RATHER ONE OF OPENESS AND RECEPTIVITY TO DIALOGUE
AND A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT BENEFICIAL TO BOTH .

17 . ON ECONOMIC SIDE, THE US WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE
SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS BUT USG HA D
SERIOUS BUDGET PROBLEMS AND INFLATIONARY STRAINS TO COP E

WITH, HE WANTED THE PM TO UNDERSTAND THAT IN TERMS OF
THE ATTITUDE OF THE AMERICAN CONGRESS, WHICH HAD BEE N
SOMEWHAT UNRESPONSIVE TO DATE ON THE AID PROGRAM, THI S
COULD BEST BE FAVORABLY INFLUENCED BY EVIDENCE THA T
OUR FRIENDS WERE DOING THEIR BEST TO HELP THEMSELVES .
AFGHANISTAN WOULD BE ITS OWN BEST ADVOCATE BY DEMON-
STRATING WHAT IT COULD DO ON ITS OWN INTIATIVE . THESE
THINGS WERE MORE IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF WHAT THE US
COULD EVENTUALLY DO IN THE AID FIELD THAN WHAT- INDIVIDUA L
CONGRESSMAN MIGHT BE SAYING AT HOME .

WF
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18. TURNING AGAIN TO AFGHAN-SOVIET RELATIONS, THE V P
COMMENTED THAT WE WERE DOING OUR BEST TO IMPROVE RELATION S
WITH THE SOVIETS (SALT, NPT, ETC), ALTHOUGH THERE AR E
SOME DISTURBING ATTITUDES AND TRENDS I N THAT COUNTRY THA T
MAKE THIS EFFORT DIFFICULT . HE THOUGHT THAT AFGHANISTAN ,
AS A MUTUAL, RESPECTED FRIEND OF THE SOVIET UNION AN D
US MIGHT WELL BE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE AN AMELIORATIN G
INFLUENCE ON SOVIET ATTITUDES . VP GAVE AS AN EXAMPL E
OF WHAT HE HAD IN MIND THE SOVIET TREATMENT OF HIS OW N
CURRENT TRIP ABROAD AND HE SUGGESTED TO THE PM THAT H E
LOOK CLOSELY AT THEIR TREATMENT OF HIS TRIP . THE USG
DOES NOT DENOUNCE AND VILIFY SOVIET LEADERS BUT EVERY
INVECTIVE THAT THE HUMAN MIND COULD CONCEIVE HAD BEE N
CAST UPON HIM SINCE THE TRIP STARTED . PERHAPS AFGHAN -
ISTAN COULD HELP IN GETTING ACROSS TO THE SOVIETS THA T
THIS KIND OF ABUSE AND HEAVY-HANDED DIPLOMACY WOULD
CONTRIBUTE IN NO WAY TO BETTER RELATIONS . OBVIOUSLY ,
THIS APPLIED TO CHINA AS WELL . THERE IS NO REASON TO
INFLAME OUR PEOPLES WITH INVECTIVE . SOVIETS DO NOT TAL K
LIKE THIS IN OUR DIRECT, PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS . VP
CONCLUDED THIS SUBJECT BY SAYING THAT WHILE HE WAS NO T
CHARGING PM WITH ONEROUS TASK OF MAKING THIS POINT T O
SOVIETS, WE WOULD WELCOME AFGHANISTAN'S INJECTION O F
THIS THOUGHT IN WHATEVER WAY IT SAW FIT .

19. VP CONTINUED THAT AMERICAN ADMIRATION FOR AFGHANISTA N
WAS NOT A CONVENTIONAL ONE . RATHER WE SENSE IN AFGHA N
CANDOR AND FRIENDSHIP A KINDRED SPIRIT GROWING OUT O F
A COMMON HERITAGE WHERE WE HAVE BOTH FELT ADVERSITY I N
DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM . HE AND MRS AGNEW WOULD NEVE R
FORGET THEIR VISIT AND WERE ANXIOUS SOMEDAY TO RETURN .
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20. THE PM REMARKED THAT THE VP'S COMMENTS WELL DEMON-
STRATED THE USA'S DESIRE FOR RAPPROCHEMENT AND EASIN G
OF TENSIONS AND THAT HIS COUNTRY WOULD DO EVERYTHIN G
IT COULD IN PURSUIT OF THIS COMMON GOAL . THEY WOULD
DO WHAT THEY COULD IN THEIR SMALL WAY TO CONVEY TO TH E
SOVIETS THE POINTS THE VP HAD MADE . HE WANTED TO POIN T
OUT, HOWEVER, THE COMPLICATION THAT THE CURRENT SOVIET -
CHINESE IDEOLOGICAL QUARREL PRESENTED IN THIS CONNECTION .
IN EFFECT THESE TWO COUNTRIES WERE COMPETING WITH EAC H
OTHER IN IDEOLOGICAL INVECTIVE . INDEED THE EFFECT O F
THIS SITUATION WAS FELT IN AFGHANISTAN ITSELF . WHER E
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DIFFERING SCHOOLS OF COMMUNIS T
IDEOLOGY HAD AFFECTED THE YOUTH AND HAD FOR EXAMPL E
CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEMONSTRATIONS THAT HAD TAKEN PLAC E
DURING THE VP'S ARRIVAL IN KABUL . PM ALSO FELT THAT LEVEL
OF INVECTIVE WAS SYMPTOMATIC OF "OLD GUARD" SCHOOL O F
THOUGHT IN USSR ASSERTING ITSELF .

21 . THE VP RESPONDED BY NOTING THAT HE WAS NOT A LONG-TIM E
PARTICIPANT IN INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY BUT THAT HE THOUGH T
THERE WAS ONE CARDINAL TRUTH VALID IN BOTH DIPLOMAC Y
AND IN DEALING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE . IN HIS OPINION WE
HAD TOO LONG BEEN SKIRTING THE ISSUES THAT NEEDED TO B E
TALKED ABOUT . TOO OFTEN WE ARE MOTIVATED BY A DESIR E
NOT TO UPSET OR IRRITATE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE RATHER THA N
TALKING FRANKLY ABOUT THE PROBLEM TO BE FACED . THER E

HAS NOT BEEN ENOUGH FIRMNESS OR LEADERSHIP . THE SAM E
APPLIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE . IF WE WANT TO LIV E

TOGETHER WE NEED TO TALK IN A NONABRASIVEBUT FRANK AN D
CANDID MANNER ABOUT OUR PROBLEMS AND WE NEED TO ACCEP T

THAT THERE ARE OTHER POINTS OF VIEW NOT OUR OWN . NO

NATION OR INDIVIDUAL SHOULD HAVE THE FREEDOM TO COMPART -

MENTALIZE ITS OWN RIGHTS AND DEMANDS WHILE IGNORING AND

DENYING THAT THE OTHER SIDE MIGHT HAVE VALID INTEREST S

AND RIGHTS AS WELL . AS A SMALL COUNTRY, HE HOPED
THAT AFGHANISTAN WOULD TELL US FORTHRIGHTLY, FO R

EXAMPLE WHEN IT THINKS WE ARE WRONG AND DO SO AT TH E

SAME TIME WITH THE SOVIETS AND WITH THE CHINESE . WE

WOULD BE OPEN TO FRANK SUGGESTION AND WE HOPED THE OTHER

SIDE WOULD BE TOO .

BT

NOTE : NOT PASSED KABUL BY OC/T .
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22. ON VIETNAM, FOR EXAMPLE, NOT MANY PEOPLE HAVE STOPPED
TO CONSIDER WHAT PRESIDENT NIXON HAS REALLY SAID ; NAMELY ,
THAT ONLY ONE THING IS NON-NEGOTIABLE IN VIETNAM AN D
THAT IS THE RIGHT OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO DETERMIN E
THEIR OWN DESTINY FREE OF OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE . WE HAVE
NO INTEREST IN BASES OR IN PROLONGING OUR PRESENCE THERE ,
BUT AFTER OUR HEAVY SACRIFICES WE CANNOT SIMPLY WITHDRAW
AND ABANDON THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE . IN PARIS, WE AR E
CONFRONTED WITH INVECTIVE AND ADAMANT DEMANDS THA T
WE WITHDRAW UNILATERALLY . NO SOLUTION WAS FEASIBLE I N
THIS WAY . AFGHANISTAN, AS AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY, COULD
HELP IF IT COULD LOOK AT THE VIETNAMESE SITUATIO N
AND TELL US FRANKLY AND PRIVATELY WHERE IT THINKS W E
ARE WRONG . IT SHOULD DO THE SAME TO THE OTHER SIDE .
VP CONCLUDED THAT HE MADE THESE POINTS IN UTMOS T
SERIOUSNESS ; WE NEED MORE CANDOR IN DIPLOMACY I F
FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN THE FACT THAT SAFETY OF OUR
PLANET IS INVOLVED .

23. THE PM CONCURRED WARMLY IN THIS AND WITH RESPEC T
TO VIETNAM EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S DEEP HOPE THA T
AMERICA'S NEW INITIATIVES WOULD LEAD TO PEACE . P M
CONCLUDED BY SAYING PRESIDENT NIXON'S ASIAN POLICY WA S
A NEW AND HEALTHY APPROACH AS COMPARED TO FIVE YEARS
AGO AND IT WAS APPARENT TO ALL TO SEE .

ROLAN D

NOTE : NOT PASSED KABUL BY OC/T
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