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REF:  STATE 2227033 STATE 223266

fo I MET WITH PRESe YAHYA KHAN IN HIS RESIDENCE AT
1#30 HRS. LOCAL! DECEMBER 12+ THE FOREIGN SECRETARY»
SULTAN KHAN2» WAS PRESENT DURING THE ENTIRE MEETING.
THE PRESIDENT APPEARED TIRED AND SOMEWHAT STRAINED,
BUT EXHIBITED MORE MORALE THAN I WOULD HAVE ANTICIPATED.

2. THE CONVERSATION BEGAN WITH A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF
THE MILITARY SITUATION IN BOTH EAST AND WEST PAKISTANe
THE. PRESDIENT SAID 'THAT PAKISTAN_ I TROOPS HAD BEEN
FORCED BACK TOWARD AND INTO DACCA, WHERE, UNLESS A
CEASEFIRE WAS' AGREED UPON, THEY WOULD HAVE TO STAGE A
LAST=DITCH DEFENSEe N WEST PAKISTAN, ‘HE SAID» THE
GENERAL SITUATION WAS STATIC» ALTHOUGH THEY HAD EXs
PERTENCED SEVERAL' LIMITFD SUCCESSES IN KASHMIRe HE
ADDED THAT THE AIR FORCE CONTINUED TO QTE SERVE
MAGNIFICENTLY UNQTE.

3. MOVING TO THE SUBJECT OF A CEASEFIQE, I THEN
REFERRED TO- STATE REFTEL 223266 (ALSO REPORTED ISLAMABAD
1235512 AND ASKED YAHYA IF HE COULD GIVE ME AN EXPLANA
TION WHY GENERAL' FAMAN ALI'S CEASEFIRE OFFER HAD BEEN
LACED BY LESS COMPREHENSIVE OFFER FROM GOVERNOR MALTK
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THE: PRESIDENT, AFTER LOOKING HARD AT THE FOREIGN
SECRETARYs SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A BREAKDOWN OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND APPARENTLY SOME QTE GENERAL MISUNDER=
STANDINGS UNQTE. HE ADDED THAY THE FOREIGN SECRETARY

WAS RECTIFYING THIS SITUATIONe (THIS MATTER HAD OBVIQUSLY
FLAPPED AND FURTHER INQUIRES SEEMED INAPPROPRIATEGs}

e ALSO ON. THE MATTER OF! A CEASEFIRE» 1 ASKED YAHYA IF
HE WwOULD CARE' TO GIVE ME HIS VIEW THEREONe. YAMYA SAID
THAT HE WAS: PREPARED TO DO QTE ANYTHING REASGNABLE UNDER
THE' CIRCUMSTANCES UNQTE» HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT TODAY'S
PAKISTAN TIMES CARRIED A FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN®S
STATEMENT QTE THAT PAKISTAN HAD ACCEFTED THE GENERAL
SSEMBLY RESOLUTION IN 1TS TOTALITY UNGTE. HE ADDED
THAT, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT (@84 NATIONS HAD
SUPPORTED THE: GENERAL: ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION, PRESUMABLY
THIS POSITION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A REASONABLE ONEe

5 CONVERSATION CONCLUDED WITH MY STATEMENTS THAY WE
WOULD LIKE TO BE HELRFUL' VIS=A=VIS THE UN WITH COMMUNICA=
TIONS» AND OTHERWISE TOQ ‘DO WHAT WE CAN TO BRING ABOUT AN
END' TO THE CONFLICT AND TO PRESERVE PAKISTAN TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY AND' ARMED FORCES' IN THE WESTs
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