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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATIO N:

FM SHAFIQ (AFGHANISTA N);
OCTOBER 11, 1972 4:45p m;
35A WALDO RF

1. PARTICIPANTS: AFGHANISTAN: FM SHAFIQ, AMBASSADO R
MALIKYAR; US: THE SECRETAR

Y, MR.SISCO, MR. LAINGEN (REPORTIN
G OFFICER)

2. SUMMARY: FM SHAFIQ EXPRESSED STRONG APPRECIATION

CONTINUING US HELP IN MEETIN G AFGHAN DROUGHT AN D
DEVELOPMENT NEEDS . AFGHANS FELT THE Y HAD VERY CLOS E
AND HEALTHY REL A TIONSHIP WITH US. AFGHAN HA D LOs T
SOME TIME IN DEVELOPMENT BECAUSE OF PREOCCUPATIO N
WITH "EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY"; SAID DECISION NOW MAD E
TO FOCUS MOR E HEAVILY ON DEVELOPMENT AS WELL . ASKE D
SECRETARY TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT MESSAGE THAT AFGHAN S

COMMITTED TO "CRUSADE" AGAINST NARCOTIC DRU GS. SECRETARY
SAID HE WOULD DO SO. NOTED WARMFRIENDSHIP AMERICAN S

FEEL FOR AFGHANS. END SUMMARY .

3. FM SHAFIQ SAID RGA VERY INDEBTED TO US FOR ITS
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CONTINUING HELP IN MEETING AFGHAN DROUGHT AND DEVELOP -
MENT NEEDS. AFGHANS VERY GRATEFUL FOR FACT THA T
AMERICANS ALWAYS RESPOND W ITH READINESS PITCH IN AN D
HELP WHEN DIFFICULT SITU AT ION AR ISES . SAID HE WA S
COMMISSIONED BY HIS GOVERNMENT EXPRESS THANKS T O
USG FOR GENEROUS US HE LP.

4. SECRETARY SAID ONE OF REASONS WHY US--AFGHA N
RELATIONSHIP GOOD AND AMERICANS READY HELP AFGHANISTA N
PROBABLY STEMS FROM FACT AFGHANS ALWAYS EXP RESS
APPRECIATION FOR HELP GIVEN THEM . THIS MAKES AMERICAN S
WANT TO CONTINUE THIS KIND OF ASSOCIATION. SHAFI Q
SAID ANOTHER REASON MIGHT STEM FROM FACT THAT AFGHANS ,
DESPITE BEING FAR FROM US AND NEXT DOOR TO COMMUNIS T
COUNTRY, FEE L VERY CLOSE TO US IN TERMS BASIC APPROAC H
AND IDEALS. THIS MADE TOR VERY HEALTHY AND CLOS E
RELATIONSHIP. SHAFIQ THOUGHT THAT OCCASIONALLY I T

WOULD BE GOOD IF BOTH COUNTRIES COULD EXAMINE THI S
SITUATION DEEPER SO AS TO FOCUS MORE AS TO REASO N
FOR GOOD RELATIONSHIP AND WHAT COULD BE LEARNE D
FROM IT.

5.SISCO NOTED THAT ANOTHER REASON WHY AMERICANS FEE L
WARMLY ABOUT AFGHANISTAN IS THAT THEY SEE THERE A
PEOPLE TRYING TO DEAL WITH THEIR OWN PROBLEM S
IN THEIR OWN WAY AND STANDING ON THEIR OWN TWO FEE T.
SECRETARY CONCURRED, ADDING THAT AMERICANS SENSE D
AFGHANS ALSO DOING THIS IN DIFFICULT ECONOMIC AN D
POLITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES. SECRETARY THOUGHT THI S
BASIC SELF-HELP APPROACH BY AFGHANS FIT VERY WEL L
WITH APPROACH OF NIXON DOCTRIN E.

6.SHAFIQ OBSERVED THAT MANY PEOPLE ASK HIM WH Y
AFGHANS HAD NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY COMMUNISM IN NEIGHBO R

ING USSR. SHAFIQ'S ANSWER WAS THAT AFGHANISTA N'S
INSTITUTIONS BASICALLY STRONG AND THAT IF AFGHA N

PEOPLE CONTINUE HOLD TO THESE AND TRY TO PROGRES S
ECONOMICALLY, THERE SHOULD BE NO DANGER FROM COMMUNIS M

OR FROM ANY OTHER QUARTER. SECRETARY SAID H E
THOUGHT PERHAPS THERE WAS SOME ADVANTAGE TO BEING A S
CLOSE TO A COMMUNIST STATE AS WAS AFGHANISTAN I N

SENSE THAT ONE UNDERSTANDS BETTER THE LIMITATIONS
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OF COMMUNISM THE CLOSER ONE GETS T O IT. IT WAS
DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW ANY YOUNG PERSON IN ANY SOCIET Y
COULD FEEL ATTRACTED TO A SYSTEM SO TOTALLY DISCIPLINE D
AS COMMUNISM . THIS PARTICULARLY TRUE WHEN COMMUNIS M
CONTINUES TO FALL SHORT OF MATER IAL GOALS IT SETS FO R
ITSELF .

7. SHAFIQ SAID THAT AFGHANISTAN NONETHELESS WOUL D
BE IN DIFFICULTY IF IT COULD NOT BEGIN TO MAK E
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS MEETING NEEDS OF ITS PEOPL E.
HE COMMENTED THAT BECAUSE OF PREOCCUPATION WIT H
"EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY" AFGHAN HAD LOST SOME TIM E
IN DEVELOPMENT . NOW, HOWEVER, IT HAD CO

ME TO REALIZATIONTHAT IT MUST ALSO FOCUSMORE ON DEVELOPMEN T.
IN THIS PROCESS SHAFIQ HOPED US WOULD CONTINU E
TO HELP .

8. CONVERSATION ALSO INCLUDED DISCUSSION BETWEE N
FM AND SECRETARY ON CONSIDERABLE AFGHAN POTENTIAL I N
MINERAL RESOURCES AND IN TOURISM . SECRETARY ALS O
ASKED ABOUT AFGHAN POPULATION GROWTH RATE, OBSERVIN G
THAT IT OF INTEREST THAT THOSE COUNTRIES THAT HAV E
DONE WELL IN DEVELOPMENT BY AND LARGE ARE THOSE THA T
HAVE FOUND WAY TO COPE WITH POPULATION PROBLEM. SHA FIQ
SAID AFGHANISTAN HAD ONLY BEGUN TO TACKLE THI S
PROBLEM BUT NOTED THAT A RECENT REPORT HE HAD SEE N
INDICATED AFGHANS RESPONDING WELL TO POPULATION CONTRO L
IDEAS DESPITE CONSERVATIVE ORIENTATED AFGHAN SOCIETY .

9.SHAFIQ VOLUNTEERED THAT IN CONVERSATION A YEA R
AGO SECRETARY HAD RAISED NARCOTIC DRUGS PROBLE M
WITH HIM . HE WANTED SECRETARY TO KNOW THAT RGA HA D
TAKEN CONSIDERABLE STEPS IN THIS AREA. TWO CABINE

T COMMITTEES HAD BEEN FORMED, ONE TO LOOK INTO
POSSIBILITIES CROP SUBSTITUTION AND THE OTHER INT O
SMUGGLING PROBLEMS . CROP SUBSTITUTION W OUL D BE
DIFFICULT BECAUSE TWO PRINCIPAL DISTRICTS WHERE OPIU M
GROWN WERE AREAS WHERE OTHER CROPS DID NOT DO WEL L.
ALSO PEOPLE IN THOSE AREAS APPEARED TO BE DEPENDEN T
TO CONSIDERABLE DEGREE ON USE OF OPIUM THEMSELVES .
WITH RESPECT SMUGGLING PROBLEM, THERE WAS RISK THA T
INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIKERS WERE MOVING THEIR OPERATIONS

Amy Willey
Declass



TOWARD IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN. RGA WANTED TO "KIL L
THIS IN THE BUD" BEFORE IT GOT STARTED . SUMMING UP ,

SHAFIQSAID HE KNEW PRESIDENT NIXON WAS DEEPY CONCERNE D
WITH THISPROBLEM AND HM THE KING WANTED PRESIDENT

TO KNOW THAT RGA EMBARKED ON "CRUSADE" ON THIS MATTE R.
IT HOPED TO HAVE DETAILED BLUEP RINT OF ACTIO N
SHORTLY AND MAY BE ASKING AMERICAN FRIENDS TO HEL P

IN THIS PLAN. SECRETARY ASSURED SHAFIIQ WE WOULD BE
RESPONSIVE AND LOOKED FORWARD TO WORKIN G CLOSELY WIT H

RGA ON THIS PROBLEM.DECONTROL AFTER 10/12/74 . ROGERS

Amy Willey
Declass


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4

