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SUBJ U .S . P OLIC Y AND BANGLADES H

REF : ISLAMABAD 1257 5

1. URGENT PREOCCUPATIONS AT TIME REFTEL RECEIVED AN D

IN DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING RECEIPT HAVE UNFORTUNATEL Y

DELAYED OUR EXPRESSION OF ADMIRATION . FOR THIS COGEN T
AND PERCEPTIVE ANALYSIS OF U SG INTERESTS IN DEALIN G

WITH NEW BANGLADESH GOV
F
RNMENT VALIDITY OF THIS FIN E

PIECE OF WOR K A HAS IN OUR VIEW BEEN REINFORCED BY WHA T
HAS HAPPENED SINC E.

3. RECENT STATEMENTS BY BANGLADESH LEADERS REVEAL I N

CREASINGLY MATURE AND U NDERSTANDING APPROACH TO QUESTIO N

OF RECOGNITION . RATHER THAN EARLIER CHAUVINISTIC AN D
BREAST-BEATING PRONOUNCEMENTS, THESE MORE RECEN T
STATEMENTS APPEAR TO RECOGNIZE NEED FOR MATUR E
CONSIDERATION ON PART OF OTHER POWERS BEFORE R

ECOGNITION EXTENDED TOBANGLADESH AS WELL AS INDICAT E

WILLINGNESS MAINTAIN DE FACT O RELATIONSHIP UNTI L

FINAL DECISIONS FORTHCOMING- -ASSUMING THAT THOSE
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FINAL DECISIONS EXPECTED TO BE FAVORABLE ,

30 HOWEVER . WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL BOTH I N
ENABLING THIS OFFICE TO BE SOMEWHAT MORE PRODUCTIVE AN D
IN EASING TRANSITION FROM PRESENT LIMBO TO WHAT APPEAR S
AS OF NOW TO BE INEVITABLE RECOGNITION OF BANGLAD ESH
IF (A) US OFFICIALS AT SUITABLE PLACES (NEW YOR K,
WASHINGTON, CALCUTTA, AND IN LIGHT OF MANILA 1172 8
MANILA) ENTERED INTO INFORMAL AND UNOFFICIAL DIALOGUE S
WITH BANGLADESH OFFICIALS TO CONVEY TO LATTER SOME SENSE O F
U.S. FLEXIBILITY ON MATTER RECOGNITION- AT VER Y
LEAST TO ASSURE THEM THAT US NOT IRREVOCABLY COMMITTE D
TO SUPPORT OF UNITED PAKISTAN . AND (B) I AND MY STAF F
(WHO ARE PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH MANY IMPORTAN T
FIGURES IN BOG) WERE AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO STRICTL Y
INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH BANGLADESH OFFICIALS HERE FO R
DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS PRACTICAL MATTERS RELATING TO OU R
PRESENCE IN DACCA . IN BOTH THESE CASES, IT WOULD, O F
COURSE, BE MADE CLEAR THAT CONTACTS CONCERNED IN N O
WAY CONSTITUTED RECOGNITION OR PROMISE OF EVENTUA L
RECOGNITIO N.

4. RELATED TO FOREGOING, I W O ULD HOPE THAT IN OU R

CONTACTS WITH PAKISTANI OFFICIALS AT ALL LEVELS WE
ARE SCRUPULOUSLY REFRAINING FROM ENCOURAGNG THE M

TO HOPE FOR OUR SUPPORT IN EFFORTS TO RETAIN FRAME -

WORK OF UNITED PAKISTAN. GIVEN OUR VERY STRON G

FEELING HERE THAT ANY SUCH EFFORTS ARE DOOMED .( W E

FEEL THAT ENCOURAGEMENT BY USG IN THAT DIRECTION WOUL D

SERVE NEITHER PAKISTANQS INTEREST NOR OUR OWN .
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