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FROM: THE: AMBASSADOR.

SUBUECT® DISCUSSION WITH PRESIDENT BHUTTO 'JANUARY 3"«
RELEASE OF SHEIKH! MUJIBUR' REHMAN®

REF: KARACHI @10 AND ISLAMABAD g@p2

DEPARTMENT DISTRIBUTE OTHER: ADDRESSEES AS .APPROPRIATE

1o SUMMARY: BHUTTO ADVISED ME ‘HE PLANNED TO ANNOUNCE TODAY
UNCONDITIUNAL RELEASE ‘OF SHEIKHM: MUJIBUR REHMAN WHO- PRESENTLY
IN' RAWALPINDI» MODALITIES OF ACTUAL RELEASE TO BE WORKED OQUTe
BEPORTED THATY SHEIKH?% INCARCERATION HAD BEEN IN SAME PRISON
AND SAME ;tLL AS THAT IN WHICH HE (BHUTTD) MAD' BEEN DETAINED. SHEIKH
RELEASE BING UNDERTAKEN WiTHOUT COMMITMENTS OR PRE=CONDITIONS,
VOICED APPROVAL U288« DIPLOMATIC %FFDRIS DURING PAST MONTHS
AND BELIEVES SAME WOULD HAVE BEEN FORITFUL HAD ADDITIONAL
TIME BEEN AVAILABLE., sHUTTO BELIEVED EFFORTS DOOMED BY
INDIAN SUB=CONTINERNT OBJECTIVESe CHINA AND RUSSIA VIEW
RELEASE OF MUUIB WITH FAVORe. BHUTTO PLANS TO VISIT CHINA
ARQUND END THIS MONTHe

2a ] MET WITH PRESIDENT BHUTTO IN HIS KARACH] RESIDENCE
AT 1109 HOURS LOCAL TIMEs THE CONVERSATION WHICH ENSUED
LASTED FOR APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES. AMONG OTHER MATTERS
DISCUSSED WAS THE AFORESAID SUBJECT. SEPTELS FOLLOWS
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¥ SOCT AL AMENITIES: BY SAYING THAT HE! HAD CALLED ‘ME!TO'KARACHT
IN! ACCDRDANCE WITH: OUR ‘HERETOFORE' AGREED pochY ‘OF KEEPING
USG' FULLY INFORMED ‘ON MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY 'UNFURLED'

TODAY 'HE SAID' 'HE WANTED USG TO BE. KNOWLEDGEABLE AFOREHAND

OF IS DETERMINATION, ALBEIT THE SAME: 'CONTAINED .CERTAIN:

POLTTICAL ‘RISKS: TO'HIS NEW ADMINISTRATION, OF ‘PUBLICLY

ANNOUNCING » DURING: THE SPEECH WHICH HE 'PLANNED: TO DELIVER IN

KARACHI TODAY' AT [S@p HOURS' LOCAL TIME, THE‘UNCONDITIONALf

RELEASE OF SHEIKH MUUIBUR' REHMAN' WHO: IS NOW WITH

CERTAIN MEMBERS' OF HIS FAMILY AND. WITH KAMAL 'HOSSAIN IN

RAWALPINDT« IN ANSWER TO MY QUESTION 'CONCERNING: THE.

PROCEDURE HE "CONTEMPLATED: IN EFFECTING THE' ACTUALI 'RE[LEASE,
THE: MODE: OF! 'TRAVELY ETCse BHUTTO! SAID: THAT ‘HE WASUNOT

PREPARED TO: DISCUSS THESE! ASPECTS SENCE THE MODALTTIES THEREOF

WOULD BE WORKED:! -QUT BETNEEN HIM AND: SHEIKH MUJIBUR RgHMAN:

AND: DESTRES: OF  THE SHEIKH WOULD HAVE: PRIMACY._HE ADV1SED:

ME" HONFVER THAT HE WOULD KEEP ME THROUGHLY INFORMED AS

PLANS DEVELOP

e IN RESPONSE TO ‘MY INQUIRIES CONCERNINGrTHE'SHEIKH'S ,
INCARCERATIDN: BHUTTO ADVISED IME! THAT?» IRONICALLY: THE SHE;MH
MAD: BEEN 'HELD' IN THE "SAME' PRISON' AND ‘THE' SAME: CELL' IN' WHICH'
HE! HERETOFORE HAD BEEN DETAINEDs AS SDON AS HE! ASSUMED
POWER» BHUTTO SAID THAT :HE HAD THE SHEIKH: REMOVED: 'FROM

H1S CELL' AND TAKEN FIRST TO' A GUEST 'HOUSE: WHERE! HESTAYED
ONE ‘NIGHT EN ROUTE 'TO RAWALPINDIo BHUTTO COMMENTED THAT

AS' FAR AS 'HE WAS' CONCERNED AND IN ACCORDANCE 'WITH: WHgT HE
HAD: TOLD' MUUIBURs ‘HE {MUJIB)} WAS A "FREE ‘MAN® ‘UPON ‘HIS
ARRIVAL: IN' RAWAUPINDIs FURTHER, HE COULD LEAVE' 'HIS PINDI
RESIDENCE: FORTHWITH. IF HE: SO DESIREDo 'HOWEVER, 'HE: wENT ‘ON:
TO POINT OUT TO::MUJIB THAY CIRCUMSTANCES HITIGATED AGAINST
HES PUBLIC EXPOSURE PREMATURELY, TO WHICH MUJIB' AGREED
WHOLEHEARTEDLY o

5 BHUTTO'S REPORT ‘OF i :H1S: CONVERSATIONS WITH HUJIB ARE

MOST INTERESTING: AND ‘NOT ‘UNEXPECTED, HE: 'SAID THAT ‘MUJIB

HAD: BEEN VIRUTALLY CUT OFF FROM ALL:‘OUTS]DE SOURCES: OF
{NFORMATIONs WHILE ‘HE (MUUIB) ASSUMED! THAT A 'WAR OF SOME!
MAJOR PROPROTION' HAD ‘GONE ON2 AND' THAT ‘“WPERHARS A 'PART 'OF EAST
PAKISTAN HAD BEEN' OCCUPTED BY INDIA, “HE 'WAD NO' IDEA OF:

THE MAGNITUDE OF THE ®TRAGIC DEFEAT® WHICH PAKISTAN ‘HAD:

) r@E@RE?(

m—cxm u:i-t::xm h—D><m

|3° THE PRESIDENT INTRODUCED THE: CUNVERSATION AFTER APPROPRIATE
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SUFFERED. BHUYTO THEN WENT ON TO NOTE THAT HE HAD BRIEFED
MUJIB AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE DURING THEIR CONVERSATION AND
HAD MADE AVAILABLE TO HIM NEWSPAPERS, RADIO AND A TV,
THE PRESIDENT REPORTED THAY DURING THE CONVERSATION HE IN NO
:AY MADE ANY DEMANDS UPON MUJIB, NEITHER DID HE ASK FOR ANY COMMIT~
ENTS
ON MUJIB'S PART, NOR DID HE ESTABLISH PRE=-CONDITIONS FOR THE SHEIKH¢
RETURN TO THE POLITICAL ARENA., FURTHER, HE NOTED THAT MUJIB
SEEMED "ALMOST STUNNED®"™ BY THE CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES IN
AHICH HE FOUND HIMSELF, AND APPEARED HIGHLY DESPONDENTY TO
LEARN THAT INDIAN TROOPS OCCUPIED ALL OF THE EAST, BHUTTO
ALSO NOTED THAT DURING HIS CONVERSATION THE SHEIKH, REFERRING
TO INDIAN OCCUPATION AND DOMINATION, REPEATED TIME AND TIME
- AGAIN THAT HE HOULD NOT BE ONE TO ACCEPT ALMS,

6. IN A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF U.S. POLICY DURING THE CRISIS
PERIOD BEGINNING MARCH 25, BHUTTO NOT ONLY EXPRESSED

SATISFACTION THEREOF BUT OPINED THAT GOP NEEDED THE CONTINUING
GOODWILL AND SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES, HE THEN WENT

ON TO SAY IN REGARD TO U.Se. POLICY, THAT AS EARLY AS APRIL

HE, T00, HAD BEEN WORKING TOWARDS A POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION
BETWEEN THE EAST WESYT WING THROUGH THE CONSTITUTION OF A
POLITICAL GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD COME INTO BEING BY A

TRANSFER OF POWER, QTE THE USE BY INDIA OF ITS ARMED

MIGHT WAS UNNECESSARY AND UNJUSTIFIED, UNQTE HE SAID. THE
EFFORTS OF THE UNITED STATES TO MOVE YAHYA IN THE DIRECTION
.OF POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION WAS NOT ONLY LAUDATORY BUT WOULD
LONG BE REMEMBERED, HE ADDED THAT GIVEN TIME THE U,S,
EFFORT WOULD HAVE BEEN FRUITFUL SINCE A CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT
WOULD HAVE TAKEN OVER ON DECEMBER 27 AND MUJIB'S RELEASE
HOULD HAVE BEEN EFFECTED THEREWITH AND NEGOTIATIONS COULD_
HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED, HE ADDED THAT THIS EFFORT HOWEVER WAS

.DOOMED BY .THE FACT THAT "INDIA NEVER RECOGNIZED THE PARTITION
"OF THE SUB~CONTINENT IN 1947,

I

.?; PENULTIMATELY, BHUTTO SAID THAT HE HAD SOUNDED OUT
BOTH CHINA AND RUSSIA REGARDING THEIR VIEWS AS TO THE RELEASE

- OF MUJIB AND HAD FOUND BOTH IN ACCORD. ALSO, HAVING NOTED
USG*S POSITION AND ITS HOPE FOR A FORM OF POLITICAL
ACCOMMODATION AS THE ULTIMATE OBJECT, REFERRING TO HIS
DISCUSSION WITH SECRETARY ROGERS, BHUTTO SAID THAT SHOULD

.. THE GCCASION ARISE DURING HIS SPEECH TODAY HE MIGHT MAKE
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REFERENCE TO THE POSTURE OF BOTH RUSSIA AND CHINA RE MUJIB
AND USG*S "LAUDATORY"ROLE,

8., AS THE CONVERSATION DRIFTED OFF ON THE KAY TO THE DOOR,
BHUTTO INFORMED ME THAT GIVEN A CONTINUING DEGREE OF
STABILITY IN PAKISTAN, IT WAS HIS HOPE TO EXPECT AN INVITATION

FROM CHOU EN«~LAI TO VISIT CHINA AROUND THE END OF THIS MONTH,
LUPPI
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