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THIS MESSAGE IN THREE PARTS - PART THRE E

SUBJs MEETING WITH BANGLADESH FOREIGN MINISIER ABDUS SAMAD :

1. SAMAD THEN TURNED TO QUESTION OF PARTIALLY COMPLETE D
PROJECTS BEGUN UNDER USAID . HE SAID THAT BDG, IN ORDER T O
BE ABLE TO DECIDE ON ALLOCATION OF ITS OWN RESOURCES, WOUL D
LIKE TO KNOW WHAT PROSPECTS WERE FOR COMPLETION OF FUNDIN G
OF THOSE P ROJE CTS. (IN THIS CONNECTION, AS S UME HE WA S
REFERRING TO PROJECTS REFFERRED TO IN DACCA 58611 0.

2. AT CONCLUSION OF INTERVIEW, WHICH LASTED JUST OVER ON E
HOUR, SAMAD ASKED ME IN FRIENDLY FASHION, "Now WHAT SHAL L
WE TELL THOSE PRESS FELLOWS OUTSIDE?" I SUGGESTED THAT HE -
MIGHT WISH TRY FINESSE QUESTION OF WHO INITIATED VISIT BY USIN G
INNOCUOUS WORD "MET" RATHER THAN CALLED ON OR SUMMONE D
IN MATTER OF SUBSTANCE OF CONVERSATION. I SUGGESTED THA T
SAMAD COULD SAY THAT HE HAD EXPRESSED TO ME VIEWS OF B D G
ON NUMBE R OF QUESTION, SPECIFYING THEM, IF HE SO DESIRED, AND THA T
I HAD UNDERTAKEN TO TRANSMIT THOSE VIEWS TO MY GOV E RNMENT . SA M A D
READILY AGREED TO BOTH THESE FORMULATIONS, AND I SAID THAT I
WOULD MAKE NO STATEMENT TO THE PRESS BU T WOULD REFER THE M TO HI S
OFFICE FOR ANY COMMENTS. YESTERDAY's PRESS PROMINENTLY FEATURED M Y
MEETING WITH SAMAD AND WAS COMPLETELY IN ACCORD WITH AGREEMEN T
OUTLI NED ABOVE.

Amy Willey
Declass



3. COMMENT . I FOUND SAMAD THOUGHTFUL, SE NSITIV E , AND ENTIREL Y
REASONABLE . HE MADE NO SET SPEECHES AT ME, REF R AINED FRO M
COMMON BENGALI PROPENSIT Y FOR TALKING LARGELY FOR SOUND O F
HIS OWN VOICE, AND LISTENED ATTENTIVELY AND WITH OBVIOU S
INTEREST TO WHAT I HAD TO SAY . IT IS CLEAR TH A T, OF VARIOU S
TOPICS HE BROUGHT UP THE MOST IMPORTANT IN HIS MIND WAS BD G
DESIRE FOR SOME PUBLIC . EXPRESSION OF USG CONCERN FOR LIBERATIO N
OF SHEKH MUJIB. WHILE I UNDERTOOK TO CONVEY ALL OF HI S

VARIOUSPOINTS TO WASHINGTON, IMADE NOSPECIFIC COMMITMENT
AS TO WHETHER WHEN O R IN WHAT FASHION I WOULD BE ABLE  T O
RES

P
OND TO HIM ON THEM .

4. PRESS AND TELEVISION COVERAGE OF MY MEETING, WITH SAMA D
WAS EXTENSIVE (BY BANGLADESH TERMS) AND WELL WITHIN BOUNDS O F
MY  UNDERSTANDING W ITH SAMAD SET FORTH PARA 2 ABOVE .
I BELIEVE THAT THIS EXPOSURE HAS HA D A FAVORABLE EFFECT HER E
WITHOUT IN ANY WAY COMMITTING THE USG ON ANY SENSITIV E
MATTERS DURING PAST TWO WEEKS AS WE HAVE REPORTED

. SOVIETS ANDSOVIET-BLOC REPS HAVE MADE NUMEROUS AND WEL L
PUBLICIZED VISITS TO WIDE RANGE OF BD OFFICIALS AND POLITICIANS .
PROMINENT PRESS AND T .V . PLAY GIVEN MY MEETING WITH SAMA D
REFLECTS, I BELIEVE, DESIRE O F BDG TO ESTABLIS H SOME SORT O F
ALANCE .

5. I WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE FROM DEPARTMENT AS TO NATUR E
OF RESPONSES, IF ANY, I SHOULD MAKE TO VARIOUS QUESTION S
RAISED BY FOREIGN MINISTER SAMAD AS WELL AS INDICATION O F
WAY I SHOULD GO ABOUT MAKING THEM . WHILE I BELIEVE IT WIL L
BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE INFORMAL AND OFF THE RECORD DISCUSSION S,
I  BELIEVE IT IS INEVITABLE THAT THESE WILL ATTRACT MEDI A
ATTENTION . ON OTHER HAND  IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS KIND O F
LIMITED EXPOSURE CAN SERVE USEFUL PURPOSE WITHOUT COMMITTIN G
US TO ANYTHING WE WISH TO AVOID . END OF MESSAG E
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