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BANGKOK PLEASE PASS MR. GROS S


SUBJECT: FOREIGN SECRETAR. Y ' S APPROACH FOR IMPROVED INDO-U . S

RELATION S


BEGIN SUMMARY : DURING JANUARY 15 CALL ON FOREIGN SECRETARY ,

.HE USED OCCASION 
 TO MAKE OVERTURE FOR IMPROVED INDO- U. S


RELATIONS . APPROACH NOT MOTIVATED BY ULTERIOR MOTIVES SUCH A S

DESIRE FOR U .S . AID, HE SAI D,

BUT "ON HIGHER PLANE". REQUESTED USG TO CONSIDER AND REPLY T O

INDIAN INTEREST ON IMPROVED RELATIONS:
 . ACTION REQUESTE D

PLEASE PREPARE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO BE CONVEYED TO FOREIG N

SECRETARY . END SUMMAR Y


1. IN CHARACTERISTIC KAUL FASHION, FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLED M E

IN JANUARY 15 OSTENSIBLY TO DISCUSS SITUATION IN SAIGO N

(REPORTED SEPTEL), BUT HAD OTHER, MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS O N

HIS MIND . KAUL OPENED
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CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT TIME HAS COME TO IMPROVE IND0-U.S .

RELATIONS . IF THERE IS DESIRE TO HAVE BETTER RELATIONS 	 ON PART O F

WASHINGTON, HE SAID, TWO SIDES SHOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT .

IF NOT, AND WASHINGTON WANTED TO ALLOW CONTINUED DRIFT, THAT WA S

ANOTHER MATTER . KAUL REQUESTED THAT I CONVEY THIS MESSAGE T O

WASHINGTON WITH HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE CONSIDERED AND REPLY GIVEN .

AS FAR AS INDIA IS CONCERNED, HE SAID, THERE IS DESIRE TO IMPROV E

RELATION S .


2. KAUL SAID THAT HE FELT BOTH SIDES UNDULY INFLUENCED BY PRES S, 
AND ClTED REP ORTS THAT AMBASSADOR JHA IN "DEEPFREEZE" IN WAS H
lNGTON. HE SAID HE HAD QUERIED JHA ON THESE REP ORTS AND JHA HA D 
INFORMED HIM THAT HE IS NOT IN "DEEPFREEZE" AND HAS ACCESS T O 
WHOMEVER HE WANTS TO SEE . KAUL SAID HE WAS GRATIFIED AT JHA' S

.
REP OR T


3 . KAUL SAID HE WANTED TO MAKE COMPLETELY CLEAR THAT THIS APPROAC H 
NOT MOTIVATED BY ANY DESIRE TO SEE RESTORATION OF ECONOMI C 
ASISTANCE OR OTHER "ULTERIOR MOTIVES ." KAUL SAID HE WAS SPEAKIN G 
ON "MUCH HIGHER PLANE" AND THAT GOI FELT RELATIONS BETWEE N 
.
OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE TOO IMPORTANT TO BE "SUBVERTED "


4 .	 I REPLIED THAT I WAS GRATIFIED AT GOI OVERTURE FOR BETTE R 
RELATIONS (KAUL DlD NOT BALK AT MY INTENTIONAL USE O F

"OVERTURE") . I SAID I WOULD, OF COURSE, TRANSMIT HIS VIEW S

TO MY GOVERNMENT AND THAT I HOPED IT WOULD HAVE SOME POSITIV E

SUGGESTIONS . NOTHING WOULD PLEASE ME MORE, I SAID . THA N

TO SEE OUR RELATIONS RESTORED. I CAUTIONED KAUL THAT IT MIGH T

TAKE SOME TIME FOR A SUBSTANTIVE REPLY .


5 I TOLD KAUL I WAS PARTICULARLY GLAD THAT HE FELT OUR TW O

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD NOT BE UNDULY INFLUENCED BY PRESS AND NOTED THA T

RECENT INDIAN PRESS REPORTS OF ALLEGED SINKING OF INDIAN FRIGAT E

KHUKRI BY U .S . SUBMARINE AND DEFENSE MlNIS TER'S REMARKS ABOUT U .S .

SUPPORT FOR USE OF PAK SUBMARINE GHAZl TO ATTACK VISAG NAVAL

BASE WERE EXTREMELY DAMAGING TO INDO-U . S. RELATIONS. BOTH KAU L

AND JOINT SECRETARY MENON HURRIEDLY DENIED THAT DEFENSE MINTSTE R

HAD MADE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM IN PRESS PRESS JOURNA L
.


6 . REGARDING KAUL'S STATEMENT THAT APPROACH WAS ON HIGHE R

PLANE AND DID NOT INVOLVE QUESTION OF ECONOMIC ASSlSTANC E, I

SAID THAT I HAD NOTED FREQUENT STATEMENTS BY VARIOUS SENIOR
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GOI OFFICIALS, INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER HERSELF, TO EFFECT THA T

INDIA MUST GET AWAY FROM TOO MUCH RELIANCE ON FOREIG N

AID . U .S . FELT THIS ATTITUDE COMMENDABLE, I SAID, AND ADDED THA T

MAIN PURPOSE OF U .S . ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE HAD BEEN TO ENABL E

AIDED COUNTRIES TO STAND ON THEIR OWN FEET ,


COMMENT : I AM GRATIFIED AT KAULS' S INITIATIVE TO IMPROV E

RELATIONS AND WOULD HOPE I COULD BE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE A POSITIV E

RESPONS E.
. SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS IN THAT REGARD WILL FOLLOW SEPTE L

GP-3 . KEATING
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