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BANGKOK PLEASE PASS MR. GROSS

SUBJECTs FOREIGN SECRETARY'S APPROACH FOR IMPROVED INDO-UosSe
RELATIONS

BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING JANUARY 15 CALL ON FOREIGN SECRETARY,
ME USED OCCASION TO MAKE OVERTURE FOR IMPROVED INDO<-U©Sa
REILATIONS« APPROACH NOT MOTIVATED BY ULTERIOR MOTIVES 'SUCH AS
DESIRE FOR UsSe AIDs HE SAID»

BUT "ON HIGHFR PLANE". REQUESTED USG TO CONSIDER AND REPLY T0
INDIAN INTEREST ON IMPROVED RELATIONSe. ACTION REQUESTED i
PLEASE PREPARE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO BE CONVEYED To FOREIGN
SECRETARY. END SUMMARY

joIN CHARACTERISTIC KAUL FASHION» FOREIGN SECRETVARY CALLED ME
IN JANUARY 15 OSTENSIBLY TO DISCUSS SITUATION IN SAIGON
{REPORTED SEPTEL)s BUT HAD OTHER» MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS ON

MTiS MINDe KAUL OPENED
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CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT TIME HAS COME TO IMPROVE INDO<U«Se
RELATIONS. IF THERE IS DESIRE TO HAVE BETTER 'RELATIONS ON - ‘PART oF
WASHINGTON» HE SAID, TWO SIDES SHOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

IF NOT, AND WASHINGTON WANTED 'TO ALLOW CONTINUED DRIFT, THAT WAS
ANOTHER MATTERs KAUL REQUESTED THAT I CONVEY THIS MESSAGE T0O
WASHINGTON WITH HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE CONSIDERED AND REPLY GIVEN®

AS FAR AS INDIA IS CONCFRNEDs HE SAIDs, THERE IS DESIRE TO [MPROVE
RELATIONS.

2e KAUL SAID THAT HE FELT BOTH SIDES UNDULY INFLUENCED BY PRESSs
AND CITEDREPQORTS THAT AMBASSADOR JUHA IN "DEEPFREEZE"™ IN WASHw
INGTON. HE SAID HE HAD QUERIED JHA ON THESE REPORTSs AND JHA HAD
INFORMED HIM THAT HE IS NOT IN "DEEPFREEZE"™ AND HAS ACCESS YO

WHOMEVER HE WANTS T0O SEEs KAUL SAID HE WAS GRATIFIED AT JHA®S
REPORT ¢

3s  KAUL SAID' HE WANTED TO MAKE COMPLETELY CLEAR THAT THIS APPROACH

NOT MOTIVATED BY ANY DESIRE TO SEE RESTORATION OF ECONOMIC
ASISTANCE OR OTHER "ULTERIOR MOTIVES«" KAUL SAID HE WAS SPEAKING
ON "MUCH HIGHER PLANE™ AND THAT GOI FELT RELATIONS BETWEEN

OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE TOO IMPORTANT TO BE "SUBVERTED".

te I REPLIED THAT I WAS GRATIFIED AT GOI OVERTURE FOR BETTER
RELATIONS (KAUL DID NOT BALK AT MY INTENTIONAL USE OF
“OVERTURE")e I SAID I WOULD, OF COURSE, TRANSMIT HIS VIEWS

TO MY GOVERNMENT AND THAT [ HOPED IT WOULD HAVE SOME POSITIVE
SUGGESTIONSe NOTHING WOULD PLEASE ME MORE, 1 SAIDs THAN

TO SEE OUR RELATIONS RESTOREDe I CAUTIONED KAUL THAT IT MIGHT
TAKE SOME TIME FOR A SUBSTANTIVE REPLYo

S I TOLD KAUL I WAS PARTICULARLY GLAD THAT HE FELLT OUR TuWn
GOVERNMENTS SHQULD NQT BRE UNDULY INFLUENCED BY PRESS AND NQTED THAT
RECENT INDIAN PRESS REPORTS OF ALLEGED SINKING OF INDIAN FRIGATE
KHYUKRI BY UleSe SUBMARINE AND DEFENSE MINISTER'S REMARKS ABQUT LoSe
SUPPORT FOR USE OF PAK SUBMARINE GHAZI TO ATTACK VISAG NAVM

BASE WERE EXTREMELY DAMAGING TO INDO-U«Ss RELATIONSe BOTH KAUL

AND JOINT SECRETARY MENON HURRIEDLY DENIEP THAT DEFENSE MINISTER
WAD MADF STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM IN PRESS PRESS JOURNALe

6e REGARDING KAUL'S STATEMENT THAT APPROACH WAS ON HIGHER
PLANE AND DID NOT INVOLVE QUESTION OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, Y
SAID THAT I HAD NOTEpD FREQUENT STATEMENTS BY VARIOUS SENIOR
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GOl OFFICIALS» INCLUIDNG PRIME MINISTER HERSELF, TO EFFECT THAT
INDIA MUST GET AWAY FROMTOO MUCH RELIANCE ON FOREIGN
AlIDe UeSs FELT THIS ATTITUDE COMMENDABLEs 1 SAID» AND ADDtD THAT

MAIN PURPOSE OF U+S. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE HAD BEEN TO ENABLE
AIDED COUNTRIES TO STAND ON THEIR OWN FEET.

COMMENT ¢ I AM GRATIFIED AT KAULS®S INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE
RELATIONS AND WOULD HOPE I COULD RE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE A POSITIVE
RESPONSE. SPFCIFIC SUGGESTIONS IN THAT REGARD WILL FOLLOW SFPTEL-.
GP+3» KEATING
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