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SUBJECT1 DELIVERY OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO
BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER

I+ SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURN TO DACCA ON MORNING
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, I WAS ASKED TO CALL: ON FOREIGN

, MINISTER ABDUS SAMAD AS PRELIMINARY 7O MY MEETING |

% " WITH BD PRIMIN SHEIKH MUJIB RAHMANe SAMAD RECEIVED [
ME TOGETHER WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY KARIM, AND THE
CONVERSATION (WITH ONE EXCEPTION. WHICH WILL BE
SUBJECT SEPTEL) RESTRICTED TO PLEASANTRIES AND TO
DISCUSSION OF PROCEDURAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN US
AND. BD*

2 PRIMIN MUJIB RECEIVED ME AT 1939 HOURS IN HIS
OFFICIAL RESIDENCEs FORMERLY "PRESIDENT'S HOUSE".e
SINGE AWAMI LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING Iy PRQGRESS AT
THAT TIMEs» SHEIKH HAD TO ABSENT HIMSELF FROM
 PROCEEDINGS' FOR MY CaLL, AND HE WAS OBVIOUSLY EAGER
TO RETURN TO THIS IMPORTANT POLITICAL MEETING AS
SOON AS POSSIBLEs DESPITE THIS» HIS RECEPTION OF
ME WAS WARM» FRIENDLY: AND ENTIRELY DEVOID OF _
FORMALITY . . |
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3+ MUJIB OPENED AND READ PRESIDENT NIXON'S LETTER
AS SOON AS. 1 HANDED IT TO HIMs» AND' HE EXPRESSED
APPRECIATION FOR ITS FRIENDLY TONEw HE SAID THAT
ME THOROUGHLY RECIPROCATED PRESIDENT'S DESIRE TO
ESTABLISH: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO
COUNTRIES AT EMBASSY LEVEL: AND' THAT GOBD' WOULD MOVE
- IMMEDIATELY TO: ESTABLISH ITS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON@

I TOLD HIM THAT I HAD BEEgEESCUSSING-HITH FONMIN
SAMAD' TECHNICAL PRQOCEDURES WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED,
AND- HE' SAID THAT THESE '‘WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH
ALL EXPEDIATION ONTHE ‘BD SIDE.

boa HUJIB THEN SAID HE WAS VERY HAPPY THAT 'USG HAD
TAKEN STEP OF RECOGNITION$ HE HAD ALL ALONG BEEN
AWARE:. OF GREAT SYMPATHY IN THE US FOR THE PEOPLE OF

BD IN THEIR DIFFICULTIES DURING THE PAST EIGHTEEN
MONTHSs AND: HE: NOW LOOKED FORWARD TO THE MOST FRIENDLY
FUTURE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AT BOTH
OFFICIAL AND PORPULAR LEVELSs I ASSURED HIM THAT USG
FULLY ‘SHARED HIS VIEW .AND THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE

TO ASSIST IN THE: INTERNATIONAL: EFFORT TO HELP

BD: THROUGH ITS PRESENT DIFFICULT PERIODe MUJIB

SAID HE WAS FULLY AWARE OF THE: MAGNITUDE OF US
ASSISTANCE TENDERED THROUGH UNITED NATIONS AND HE

ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WITHOUT.THAT ASSISTANCE SITUATION
- IN BD WOULD_BE.MUCH WORSE THAT LT .IS.

b--ASIDE FROM BRIEF REFERENCE TO PLIGHT OF BENGALEES:
IN PAKISTAN AND HIS HOPE THAT USG. ANp OTHER FRIENDLY
GOVTS WOULD SEEK PERSUADE GOP TO ALLOW THESE .TO
RETURN TO THEIR HOMES, SHEIKH BROUGHT UP NO MATTERS
OF SUBSTANCEes FOR MY PART,» I ALSQO REFRAINED FROM
SUBSTANTIVE INITIATIVES, MERELY SAYING THAT I LOOKED
FORWARD TO HAVING USEFUL DISCUSSIONS WITH MEMBERS OF
8D CABINET AND. HIGH OFFICIALS DURING NEXT FEW

WEEKSe SHEIKH SAID HE HOPED TO SEE: ME AGAIN HIMSELF
IN NEAR FUTURE: AND URGED THAT I CALL' ON HIM WHENEVER:
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I FEEL SLIGHTEST INCLINATION TO DO $S0. SHEIKH ASKED

WHETHER THERE WAS ANY PROBLEM ABOUT COMMUNICATING
REPORT OF OUR INTERVIEW TO: PRES, AND I ASSURED HIM
THERE WAS NONE ON MY PART TO SUCH REPORT, INCLUDING»
IF HE DESIRED, CONTENTS OF PRESIDENT'S LETTER,
SHEIKH THANKED: ME FOR THIS. AND SAID. THAT HE FELT

PEOPLE OF BD WOULD APPRECIATE WARM AND FRIENDLY TONE:
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