
Departmen of State

0 080700Z' JUL 72
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRA N
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8994

0 0 1 7 2 9 Q
July 8, 197 2

7 :32 a .m.
SECTION 1 OF 3 TEHRA N

CONTO 262

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS AMEMBASSIES NEW DEE`llc, -
ISLAMABA D

WHITE HOUSE FOR MRS. DAVI S
TREASURY FOR MR. DIXO N
STATE FOR S/S, A/OPR, 	 NE A

SUBJECT : SECRETARY CONNALLY TRAVE L
'MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION FROM MEETING WIT H
BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH MUJIBUR I N
DACCA ON JULY 3, 197 2

1. AT THE OUTSET THE CONVERSATION WHICH I HELD ALONE WIT H
SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN EXTENDED PRESIDENT NIXON'S GREETING S
AND COMPLIMENTED MUJIB ON THE FACT THAT HE HAD TAKE N
A WAR-TORN COUNTRY AND RESTORED CIVIL ORDER IN A MATTER
OF A FEW MONTHS, WHICH WAS A GREAT TRIBUTE TO THE QUALITIE S
OF LEADERSHIP WHICH HE HAD DEMONSTRATED TO THE BANGLADES H
PEOPLE . I TOLD HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD ASKED ME TO DISCUS S
WITH HIM PRESIDENT NIXON'S VISIT TO PEKING AND MOSCOW AND T O
THE EXTENT THAT HE WAS INTERESTED, THE INTERNATIONAL MONETAR Y
AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AS WE SAW THEM . I ALSO WANTED HI S
EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION IN SOUTH ASIA TO TAKE BACK T O
PRESIDENT NIXON .

2. ALMOST FROM THE OUTSET, SHEIKH MUJIBUR STARTED WITH A
LONG IMPASSIONED RECOUNT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE BENGALI S
IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS . HE APOLOGIZED AT LEAST FOUR TIME S
DURING THIS RECOUNT FOR GETTING INTO IT- FOR TALKING ABOUT IT .
QUOTE I KNOW I AM TELLING YOU INFORMATION YOU ALREADY KNOW . UNQUOTE
AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION : QUOTE I DON'T WANT TO BORE YOU BUT I
MUST RECOUNT SOME OF THESE THINGS FOR YOU . UNQUOTE .
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3. HE TALKED ABOUT THE BANGLADESH PEOPLE ; THEIR DESIRE S
FOR INDEPENDENCE AND WENT INTO GREAT DETAIL IN TALKING ABOU T
THE ATROCITIES WHICH HE CLAIMED HAD BEEN PERPETRATED BY TH E
PAKISTANI ARMY ON THE PEOPLE .

4. HE SAID WHEN HE GOT OUT OF JAIL AND CAME HOME THA T
HE FOUND SHEER CHAOS . HE WANTED TO THANK PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE U S
FOR HIS LIFE, SAYING : QUOTE I KNOW THAT YOU INTERCEDED T O
SAVE ME AND I AM VERY GRATEFUL . UNQUOTE . HE SAID THA T
THERE WAS NO FOOD - THAT 10 MILLION OF HIS PEOPLE HAD FLE D
AS REFUGEES TO INDIA, ALTHOUGH HE COULD NOT BE PRECIS E
ABOUT THE 10 MILLION . PERHAPS HE WAS OFF 10 PERCENT ,
MAYBE ONLY 9 MILLION, BUT THERE WERE MILLIONS HOMELESS AN D
FOODLESS . THREE MILLION OF HIS PEOPLE HAD BEEN KILLED -- MAN Y
IN A VERY BRUTAL AND BARBAROUS FASHION . HE DID NOT COUNT AL L
THE BODIES AND COULD NOT BE SURE, PERHAPS ONL Y
TWO MILLION, BUT THERE WAS HARDLY A FAMILY IN	 BANGLADESH THA T

DID NOT LOSE A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY OR WAS NOT PERSONALLY AWAR E
OF THE WAR CRIMES COMMITTED AGAINST QUOTE MY PEOPLE UNQUOTE .
HIS OWN FATHER, WHO WAS 80 YEARS OLD, SAW A MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY
AND FIVE SERVANTS SHOT DOWN BEFORE HIS EYES . HIS BROTHER' S
HOUSE WAS BURNED (THIS WAS WHAT I UNDERSTOOD HIM TO SAY) . HI S
SISTER WAS HOMELESS AND STARTED WALKING TO INDIA TO SEEK REFUG E
FROM THE CRUELTY .

5. HE FOUND MANY OF THE TEACHERS, MANY OF THE PROFESSIONA L
PEOPLE, MANY CIVIL SERVANTS HAD BEEN TORTURED AND KILLED IN TH E
MOST CRUEL AND INHUMANE FASHION . IN ONE OF THE HOSPITALS I N
DACCA, THERE IS A PLAQUE WITH THE NAMES OF 40 DOCTORS IN THA T
HOSPITAL WHO WERE ANNIHILATED . HE RECOUNTED THAT EY E
DOCTORS WERE TAKEN OUT AND THEIR EYE BALLS PULLED OUT OF THEI R
SOCKETS BEFORE THEY WERE KILLED . HEART DOCTORS HAD THEIR CHESTS CU T
OPEN AND THEIR HEARTS REMOVED WHILE THEY WERE STILL LIVING . H E
RECOUNTED THAT HIS WIFE HAD GONE TO A PRISONER CAMP WHER E
THERE WERE 7,000 GIRLS IMPRISONED . SHE HAD TALKED TO A 13-YEA R
OLD GIRL WHO WAS IN A STATE OF HYSTERIA AND TOLD HIS WIFE THA T
SHE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO A PAKISTANI SOLDIERS CAMP WHERE SHE WA S
FORCED TO STAY FOR THREE MONTHS AND SHE WAS RAPED FROM 10 TO 1 5
TIMES A NIGHT EVERY NIGHT DURING THIS PERIOD . THAT SHE WA S
PREGNANT AS WERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF BENGALESE WOMEN . THA T
THERE WERE OVER 200,000 WOMEN WHO DESPERATELY NEEDED MEDICA L
ASSISTANCE AND ABORT IONS BECAUSE THESE YOUNG AND OLD WOME N
WERE BEARING CHILDREN THAT THEY DID NOT WANT . DURING
THIS PERIOD OF RECOUNTING THESE STORIES, HE WAS OBVIOUSL Y
EXPRESSING A VERY DEEP AND EMOTIONAL FEELING ABOUT TH E
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH HE FOUND .
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6. HE THEN RECOUNTED HIS OWN POLITICAL EXPERIENCES IN HIS OWN LIF E
AFTER RECALLING THE TRIALS OF THE BENGALIS AND THEI R
QUEST FOR FREEDOM DATING BACK TO 1885 WHEN THEY FIRS T
LED A REVOLT AGAINST THE BRITISH . HE TALKED ABOUT HIS OW N
EXPERIENCES OF BEING JAILED- THAT HE HAD RETURNED AFTER TH E
CEASE FIRE TO A DEVASTATED LAND TO TRY TO PICK UP THE PIECE S
AND LEAD HIS PEOPLE INTO A PERIOD OF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY AN D
PROGRESS . HE OBVIOUSLY HAD VERY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS OF LAW AN D
ORDER . THERE WERE STILL GUERRILLAS IN THE LAND .
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE HAD BEEN ARMED . HE HAD TRAVELLED TH E
COUNTRY APPEALING FOR THE BENGALIS TO TURN IN THEIR ARMS AN D
OVER 200,000 RIFLES HAD BEEN TURNED IN AND HE USED THES E
WEAPONS TO ARM THE ARMY AND THE POLICE FORCE IN ALL TH E
VILLAGES . HE FOUND THAT MANY OF HIS POLICEMEN HAD BEEN KILLE D
BY THE PAKISTANIS ALONG WITH THE CIVIL SERVANTS, THE PROFESSIONA L
PEOPLE, THE EDUCATORS, THE INTELLECTUALS . TH E
ATROCITIES WERE AIMED AT THE POLICE FORCE ALSO . HE SAID QUOT E
I CANNOT SAY THAT ALL OF THE ARMS HAVE BEEN TURNED IN -- I THIN K
NO . UNQUOTE . BUT RELATIVE PEACE HAD BEEN RESTORED AN D
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OBTAINED IN MOST OF THE COUNTRY . THE Y
WERE TRYING TO GET FOOD TO THEIR PEOPLE AND HE WAS VERY AWAR E
AND GRATEFUL FOR THE ASSISTANCE FROM THE UNITED STATE

S THERELIEF AND REHABILITATION, THE FOOD AND FUNDS SUPPLIED .
THEIR PROBLEM WAS ONE OF GETTING IT DISTRIBUTED BECAUSE THE PORT S
WERE CLOGGED, THE TRUCKS DESTROYED, THE FACILITIE S
GONE . IT HAD BEEN TERRIBLE AND DIFFICULT, THE POSITION IN WHIC H

THEY FOUND THEMSELVES .
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7. AT THIS POINT I SAID TO HIM THAT HE WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY MOVE D
AND FELT VERY DEEPLY ABOUT WHAT HAD TRANSPIRED . I ASKED IF UNDE R
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES HE COULD WITH EQUILIBRIUM SIT DOWN AND
DISCUSS IN A VERY RATIONAL MANNER WITH PRESIDENT BHUTTO TH E
RESOLUTION OF SOME OF THEIR PROBLEMS IN THE EVENT TH E
CIRCUMSTANCES PRESENTED THEMSELVES . HE SAID HE COUL D
BUT NOT UNTIL BHUTTO FIRST RECOGNIZED BANGLADESH . QUOTE W E
ARE FREE . WE ARE NO LONGER A PART OF PAKISTAN . THIS IS A
REALITY. HE MUST RECOGNIZE THIS . THE WORLD HA S
RECOGNIZED THIS AND HE MUST FIRST DO THAT UNQUOTE .

8. I TOLD HIM THAT WE DID NOT WANT TO INTRUDE ON THE
SITUATION - OR INJECT OURSELVES INTO THE DISCUSSION OF THE MAN Y
PROBLEMS THAT EXISTED, RUT I NONETHELESS WONDERED
WHETHER MATTERS COULD BE STRUCTURED IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE AN D
PRESIDENT BHUTTO MIGHT BE ABLE TO START DISCUSSIONS AS SOON A S
POSSIBLE TOWARD SOLVING SOME OF THE ISSUES . SPECIFICALLY, WHAT WER E
THE PRIMARY ISSUES ?

9. TO MY SURPRISE, HE INDICATED THAT THE RETURN OF THE BENGALI S
BT
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IN PAKISTAN WAS A MATTER OF THE UTMOST IF NOT TH E
PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE . HE STATED THAT PAKISTAN WAS HOLDING SOM E
20,000 BENGALI SOLDIERS AND, IN TOTAL, THEY WERE HOLDING A HAL F
MILLION BENGALIS, MANY CIVIL SERVANTS AND MANY BUSINES S
PEOPLE, HE SAID THEY WERE BEING KEPT IN CAMPS WITHOUT PROPE R
CARE AND FOOD AND SOME OF THEM WERE BEING TORTURED . I ASKE D
IF THESE PEOPLE HAD INDICATED THAT THEY WANTED TO COME T O
BANGLADESH . HE REPLIED. THAT THE BUSINESSMEN HAD THEIR BUSINESSE S
TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM, THAT THEY HAD NO MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD .
THE SOLDIERS WERE IMPRISONED, THE CIVIL SERVANTS WERE OUT OF JOBS .
THEY WERE BENGALIS AND OF COURSE THEY WOULD COME IF THEY WER E
PERMITTED TO DO SO .

10 . I EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT ALTHOUGH WE WERE NOT GOING T O
INVOLVE OURSELVES, IT WAS OUR HOPE -- AND I WOULD EXPRESS TH E
SAME HOPE TO MRS . GANDHI AND PRESIDENT BHUTTO -- THAT NONE O F
THEM DO ANYTHING WHICH WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICUL T
FOR A RATIONAL DISCUSSION TO BE HELD AND HOPEFULLY AN ACCEPTABL E
SOLUTION REACHED TO THE VERY EMOTIONAL AND DIFFICUL T
PROBLEMS WHICH FACED THE SUB-CONTINENT .

11. I THEN ASKED WHAT HE PLANNED TO DO WITH RESPECT TO TH E
PRISONERS OF WAR . FROM THE PRESS ACCOUNTS HE WAS DEMANDING THA T
THERE BE TRIALS . HE SAID : QUOTE WE MUST TRY THEM . THEY MUS T
PAY FOR THESE CRIMES . NOT ALL 1500 BUT MAYBE 300, MAYBE 200 ,
OR MAYBE 100, BUT WE MUST HAVE SOME TRIALS . THEY MUST BE T RIED
ON THIS SOIL FOR THE CRIMES COMMITTED ON THIS SOIL . UNQUOTE .
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12 . HE SAID SOME TRIALS WERE INEVITABLE AND IT WA S
INEVITABLE THAT THAT PAKISTAN RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH BEFORE AN Y
CONFERENCE COULD TAKE PLACE . I ASKED IF HE HAD TALKED T O
PRESIDENT BHUTTO . HE REPLIED HE HAD TALKED TO BHUTTO TWIC E
WHILE IN PRISON, IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY BHUTTO HAD SENT FO R
HIM AND ATTEMPTED THEN TO NEGOTIATE SOME OF THE PROBLEM S
WHICH HAD ARISEN -— SUCH AS FOR THE . PRISONERS OF WAR .
MUJIB REPLIED THAT HE COULD NOT NEGOTIATE, THAT HE HELD N O
POSITION OF POWER BUT RATHER THAT HE WAS A PRISONER OF WAR .
THIS WAS WHAT HE TOLD BHUTTO THE FIRST TIME HE SENT FOR MUJIB ;
THIS WAS WHAT HE TOLD BHUTTO THE SECOND TIM E
HE SENT FOR MUJIB, HE TOLD BHUTTO HE COULD NO T
SPEAK FOR QUOTE MY PEOPLE UNQUOTE . HE WAS IN JAIL AND A
PRISONER .

13 . WE WERE HAVING A VERY OPEN AND FRANK DISCUSSION AN D
AT THIS POINT I TOLD HIM THAT I WELL UNDERSTOOD THE DEPTH O F
HIS FEELINGS ABOUTALL THAT HAD OCCURRED . I KNEW
THAT MANY OF HIS PEOPLE, INCLUDING HIS FOREIGN MINISTER WIT H WHOM
I HAD TALKED, FELT THAT THE UNITES STATES HAD SIDED WITH TH E
PAKISTANIS IN THEIR STRUGGLE . PERHAPS HE FELT THE SAME WAY . H E
SAID HE DID, BUT WHAT WAS PAST IS PAST . I RESPONDED BY SAYING THA T
IN ALL FAIRNESS I FELT . HE SHOULD KNOW THAT WE IN THE UNITE D
STATES DID NOT FEEL WE HAD SIDED WITH THE PAKISTANIS AGAINST HIM .
I SAID I. UNDERSTOOD HIS FEELING BUT I HOPED HE WOULD ACCEPT TH E
TRUTH AND SINCERITY WITH WHICH I SPOKE IN THAT WE DID NOT FEE L
THAT WE HAD SIDED AGAINST HIM . WE HAD TRIED TO DO
EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION O F
A RAPIDLY DETERIORATING POLITICAL . SITUATION . WE HOPED WE COULD
AVERT A WAR . WE FELT THAT IT WOULD BE THE WORST OF ALL ENDING S

.BUT WE FAILED, INEVITABLY WE WERE IN THE POSTURE O F
BEING IN THE MIDDLE AND, EVEN THOUGH WE TRIED TO HELP REAC H
AN AMICABLE SOLUTION, THE PAKISTANIS ALSO FELT THAT W E
FAILED TO SUPPORT THEM . THIS WAS UNFORTUNATELY THE POSITION O F
A MEDIATOR WHEN HIS EFFORTS FAIL AND WAR ERUPTS .
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14. HE RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT IT DID NO GOOD TO RELIV E
THE PAST AND WHAT WAS OVER WAS OVER . QUOTE WE AR E
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR HELP NOW . WE NEED YOUR HELP . UNQUOTE .
ON MY PART, I WENT ON TO STRESS THAT WE SOUGHT NOTHING FROM HI M
EXCEPT HIS FRIENDSHIP AND THAT WE WISHED HIM WELL . I TOLD HI M
WE SOUGHT NO SPHERE OF INFLUENCE WITH HIS NATION OR ANY OTHE R
COUNTRY IN THE SUB-CONTINENT . WE HOPED MO OTHER MAJOR POWE R
WOULD SEEK SUCH INFLUENCE . HE RESPONDED BY SAYIN G
THAT WHETHER OR NOT ANYONE SOUGHT IT THEY WOULD NOT GET IT .
HE WAS GRATEFUL FOR OUR HELP AND INDIA'S HELP . INDI A
WAS THE SALVATION OF HIS INDEPENDENCE BUT THE BENGALIS HA D
FOUGHT FOR THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND THEY WERE GOING TO PROTEC T
THAT INDEPENDENCE . THEIR GRATITUDE WOULD NOT MAK E
THEM BECOME SUBSERVIENT TO INDIA OR ANYBODY ELSE . THEY HAD TH E
AIR AROUND THEM, THE SOIL BENEATH THEM AND THE SEA AROUN D
THEM ; T HE AIR, TH E SOIL AND THE SEA WERE BANGLADESH AN D
THEY WOULD FIGHT TO KEEP IT SO, BUT THEY WANTED TO BE
NEUTRAL AND NON-ALIGNED . AT THIS POINT I INTERRUPTED T O
SAY WE APPLAUDED HIS AMBITIONS FOR BOTH NEUTRALITY AND NON -
ALIGNMENT . HE SAID WE DON'T WANT TO BECOME INVOLVED AS A
STRATEGIC TOOL OF MAJOR POWERS . QUOTE WE HAVE MOR E

THAN WE CAN DO IN TRYING TO ESTABLISH OUR COUNTRY . WE CANNO T
FIGHT ANYBODY . WE ARE POOR, WE ARE WEAK . UNQUOT E.

15. MUJIB SAID ONE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT BROUGHT ON TH E
TROUBLE WAS THAT PAKISTAN DEVOTES 6O PERCENT OF ITS BUDGE T
TO DEFENSE . THIS WAS AN INCREDIBLE WASTE . BANGLADESH WA S
A POOR NATION AND SURELY COULD NOT SURVIVE WITH SUCH A N
ALLOTMENT . IT WAS A QUOTE CRIMINAL ACT UNQUOT E

TO USE THIS MONEY FOR MILITARY PURPOSES WHEN PEOPLE WER E
HOMELESS AND HUNGRY . BANGLADESH WANTED TO BE LEFT ALONE .

WHEN SHEIKH MUJIB WAS TALKING ABOUT THE RETURN OF TH E
BENGALIS FROM PAKISTAN, HE SAID, HE HAD MANY PEOPLE WH O

HAD NOT BEEN LOYAL TO THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT, WHO WANTE D
TO GO HOME AND WHO OWED THEIR LOYALTY TO PAKISTAN . THEY SHOULD
BE PERMITTED TO SO .

Amy Willey
Declass



16. I ASKED WHETHER HE WAS TALKING ABOUT THE BIHARIS AN D
HE SAID QUOTE SOME OF THEM UNQUOTE . SOME OF THEM WER E
NOT LOYAL TO HIS COUNTRY AND HE THOUGHT PRESIDENT BHUTT O
SHOULD TAKE THEM . IF THEY NAVE NOT BEEN DISLOYAL TO OU R
FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND IF THEY WILL PLEDGE THEIR LOYALTY T O
US WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE THEM STAY HERE . WE BELIEVE I N
DEMOCRACY, WE BELIEVE IN SOCIALISM, SECULARISM AND
NATIONALISM .

17. I SAID I ASSUME THEN THAT YOUR COUNTRY WILL HAVE NO
PREJUDICE ON THE BASIS OF RELIGION . HE SAID NONE WHATEVER .
HINDUS, MUSLIMS ; CHRISTIANS ; WHATEVER -- IF THEY PLEDG E
ALLEGIANCE TO THIS COUNTRY AND IF THEY ARE LOYAL, WE WILL B E
GLAD WE HAVE THE

	

NOTWITHSTANDING THAT SOME OF THEM w ANT TO
LEAVE AND DO NOT WANT TO BE PART OF THIS COUNTRY, WE HAVE GIVE N
THEM FOOD AND WE HAVE TREATED THEM LIKE THEY WERE ALL BENGALIS .

18. COMMENT : WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO QUOT
E HIM, HIS DISCUSSIONS REFLECTED AN ACUTE AWARENESS O F

HIS PROBLEMS OF ADMINISTRATION . THE THRUST OF MUCH OF WHAT H E
SAID, INCLUDING HIS ADAMANT STAND ON HAVING THE BENGALIS I N
PAKISTAN RETURNED TO BANGLADESH, WAS INTERPRETED BY ME T O
MEAN HE WAS DESPERATE FOR THEN 20,000 SOLDIERS TO COME BACK T O
HELP HIM FORM THE NUCLEUS OF HIS ARMY AND POLICE FORCE IN THE
COUNTRY . HIS DESPERATE NEED FOR THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE ABILITIE S
OF THE CIVIL SERVANTS, THE PROFESSIONAL AND BUSINESS PEOPLE .
HE DID NOT EXPRESS IT IN THESE STRONG TERMS, BUT THE CLEA R
IMPLICATION WAS THAT HE NEEDED THE SOLDIERS TO BUIL D
HIS ARMY AND THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE TO HEL P
HIM BUILD AN ECONOMY . IT IS MY OWN EVALUATION, THAT THIS I S
THE REAL MOTIVE FOR THE RETURN OF THE BENGALIS, IN ADDITION, O F
COURSE, TO THE EMOTIONAL DESIRES THAT ARE APPARENT . HE CLEARL Y
OUTLINED THE MANY PROBLEMS THAT HAS IN TERMS OF TRYING T O
BT
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BUILD A GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AT THE NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS .
HE CLEARLY RECOGNIZES THE NEED FOR TALENT, SKILLS AND GOO D
MANAGEMENT . END COMMENT .

19. MUJIB EMPHASIZED TIME AND AGAIN THAT HIS COUNTR Y
WAS BANKRUPT AND IN DESPERATE STRAITS BECAUSE WEST PAKISTAN HA D
ALWAYS ROBED AST PAKISTAN OE ALL FOREIGN EXCHANGF THE Y
TOOK THEIR FOREIGN CURRENCY FROM THE SALE OF JUTE AND USED I T
IN WEST PAKISTAN . THEY TOOK THE TEA FROM THE TEA GARDENS AN D
WHAT THEY DIDN'T USE IN WEST PAKISTAN THEY BROKERED AND RESOLD
TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND KEPT THE MONEY .

20. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION CONCERNING THE LIQUIDATIO N
OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH ,
HE SAID, WHATEVER QUOTE THEY UNQUOTE HAVE IN THE TREASUR Y
BELONGS TO US . WE CONTROL THE GOVERNMENT . WE HAD AN D
ELECTION IN 1970 AND WON, WE CONTROL THE MAJORITY OF THE
GOVERNMENT . THE ASSETS OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE OURS AND THE Y
WOULD BE OURS IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE MILITARY TAKE OVER AN D
REPRISALS AND THE REFUSAL OF THE MILITARY TO PUT INT O
EFFECT THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTION PROCESS .

21. HE SPECIFICALLY ASKED THAT THE US SPONSO R
BANGLADESH'S ENTRY INTO THE UNITED NATIONS . I RESPONDED THA T
I DID NOT SEE ANY REASON WE COULD NOT SUPPORT HIS ENTRY INT O
THE UN AS WE HAD DONE FOR OTHER NATIONS . THIS DIDN' T
SATISFY HIM AND HE CAME RIGHT BACK AND ASKED FOR MORE THA N

OUR SUPPORT . HE SAID HE HOPED THE US WOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND
SPONSOR BANGLADESH ENTRY INTO THE UN . H

E ASSERTED THAT ONLY THE USCOULD ASSURE BANGLADESH ENTR Y
I NTO THE UN .
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22 . I RESPONDED THAT WE CANNOT ASSURE BANGLADESH ENTRY INTO TH E
UN SINCE A VETO MIGHT BE CAST BY ANOTHER COUNTRY . I TOLD
HIM THAT IF HE THOUGHT WE COUL

D CONTROLTHE VOTES OF THOSE WHO HAVE THE POWER TO VETO THE
N HE HAD NOT BEEN FOLLOWING THEACTIONS OF THE UN IN RECENT MONTHS .

HE SAID, HE KNEW THE CHINESE MIGHT CAST A VETO AND THAT TH E

US COULD NOT CONTROL CHINA, BUT IF THE US TOOK THE INITIATIVE
AND IF THE CHINESE DID CAST A VETO, HE WOU LD CERTAINLY UNDER -

STAND THAT IT WAS NOT OUR FAULT. IF CHINA DID CAST A VETO, H E

SAID HE WOULD LODGE A COMPLAINT WITH THE UN THAT PAKISTA N
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE UN . HE WOULD CHARGE THA T

THE NATION OF PAKISTAN, WHICH NOW HOLDS MEMBERSHIP I N

THE UN, IS BASICALLY BANGLADESH . WE, HE SAID, ARE TH E

MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE . WE WON THE ELECTIONS .

BUT IN ANY EVENT THE REMAINING PEOPLE WHO CALL THEMSELVE S

PAKISTAN WERE NOT ADMITTED TO THE UN . THERE HAS BEEN A

DIVISION OF THE NATION SINCE THAT TIME AND THEY ARE NOT TH E

SAME CREATURES WHO APPLIED FOR MEMBERSHIP . HE SAID HE DI D

NOT WANT TO RAISE THIS ISSUE AND DID NOT WANT TO HURT PAKISTAN .

QTE I WANT TO LEAVE THEM ALONE ; I WANT THEM TO B E

HAPPY . THEY HAVE ENOUGH PROBLEMS OF THEIR OWN . I WANT THE M

TO LEAVE ME ALONE UNQUOTE . HE ADDED THAT HE ONL Y
WANTED THEM QUOTE TO FACE REALITY UNQUOTE .

CONNALL Y

BT
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