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1. DEPT . CONCURS WITH EMBASSY'S WELL-REASONED PROPOSA L
FOR PHASED EFFORT TO SEEK CLOSER IDENTIFICATION BY PROMI -
NENT BDG CABINET-LEVEL OFFICIALS WITH U .S . AID ACTIVITIE S
IN BANGLADESH, BEGINNING WITH SIGNING OF ADDITIONAL GRAN T
OF $30 MILLION . YOU SHOULD THEREFORE SEEK EARLIEST OPPOR
TUNITY TO RAISE MATTER WITH FONSEC KARIM, JUST PRIOR T O
USCOR'S INFORMING PLANNING COMMISSION OF USG READINES S
TO PROCEED .

2. YOU SHOULD INFORM KARIM THAT USG PREPARED TO PROCEE D
WITH THIS GRANT DESPITE FACT THAT FY-1973 APPROPRIATIO N
FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO BANGLADESH NOT YET PASSE D
{AUTHORITY TO MAKE NEW COMMITMENTS BASED ON CONTINUIN G
RESOLUTION} . WE RECOGNIZE URGENT NEED FOR EARLY PROCURE -
MENT OF INPUTS INTENDED TO HAVE DIRECT EFFECT ON AGRI -
CULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY IN 1973 .

3. AT SAME TIME YOU SHOULD SAY THAT WE REMAIN TROUBLE D
OVER UNJUSTIFIED ATTACKS ON USG POLICIES AND MOTIVES B Y
BDG OFFICIALS {MOST RECENTLY BY FINMIN TAJUDDIN AHMED IN
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PURBODESH INTERVIEW--DACCA 5450} AND BY PROMINENT NON -
GOVERNMENT AWAMI LEAGUERS {SUCH AS TOFAIL AHMED AN D
KORBAN ALI} . FOREIGN SECRETARY PRESUMABLY AWARE FRO M
OWN SERVICE IN U .S . THAT PUBLIC ATMOSPHERE IS IMPORTAN T
ELEMENT OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, AND IRRESPONSIBL E
REMARKS IF CONTINUED COULD HAVE EFFECT OF ERODING PUBLI C
AND CONGRESSIONAL FAVORABLE DISPOSITION TO BANGLADESH .
YOU MIGHT NOTE REP POAGE'S STATED FEELINGS ON THIS SUB-
JECT .

4. IN LIGHT OF CONSIDERATIONS STATED ABOVE YOU SHOUL D
OUTLINE IDEA OF PARTICIPATION IN SIGNING CEREMONY O R
OTHER NEAR-SIMULTANEOUS EVENT ATTENDED  BY PROMI-
NENT MINISTER, I .E ., FOREIGN MINISTER OR OTHER SENIO R
MINISTER, AS SUGGESTED REFTEL A, PARA . 5 . YOU SHOUL D
INDICATE THAT CEREMONY OF THIS TYPE WOULD SIGNAL BD G
RECOGNITION OF BENEFITS TO BANGLADESH REHABILITATIO N
EFFORT AND HOPEFULLY COUNTER WHAT APPEARS TO BE GROWIN G
PUBLIC SENTIMENT THAT USG FAIR GAME IN ELECTION POLITICS •
YOU MAY SUGGEST

	

TO KARIM THAT WE WOULD WELCOME ALTERNAT E
SUGGESTIONS AS WELL AS ANY ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR FOLLOW-U P
ACTIONS TO ACCOMPLISH GOAL OF KEEPING BILATERAL RELATION S
ON HEALTHY ROAD WE HAVE BEGUN TO TRAVEL TOGETHER . YO U
MAY MAKE IT CLEAR THAT WE ARE READY TO EXECUTE GRAN T
AMENDMENT AS SOON AS BDG DECIDES ON ACCEPTABLE MANNER O F
HANDLING IT .

5. ONCE YOU HAVE MADE THIS APPROACH TO FOREIGN MINISTRY ,
USCOR MAY INFORM PLANNING COMMISSION OF USG INTENTION T O
PROCEED WITH ADDITIONAL GRANT, ADDING THAT EMBASSY I S
DISCUSSING WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OUR SUGGESTIONS R E

SIGNING PROCEDURE .

6. GDS . YY
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