- DECLASSIFIED
.0. 12088, Beo. 3.4

¢ 00/3-

&MD&RMI/

}\\ FORM DS 322{0CR}

CONF, NTIAL

A (“’98@"3!&.{%‘\

| sa | 222104z e 72 | Rogers | I 231058

NEA/PAB:LLESSER/WSBUTCHER:PD
l2/22/72 EXT:204kk
NEA: AHMEYER

NEA/PAB:LBLAINGEN
USIA/ISA: S COURTNEY {SUBS?}

AID/ASIA/SA:CHREES
S/S - MR. BARNES

DECLASSIFIED

PA/HO, Department of State

ROUTINE DACCA E.O. 12958, as amended
June 9, 2005
EXDIS
. AHM
SUBJ: ANTI-U.S. STATEMENTS AND INITIAL FY 1973 GRANT TO WsSB
BANGLADESH
FOR CHARG LB
EF: A- DACCA 545] CH
B. STATE 229k91
C. DACCA 54kb SC gt~

1.

D. DACCA 54k1
DEPT. CONCURS WITH EMBASSY'S WELL-REASONED PROPOSAL

FOR PHASED EFFORT TO SEEK CLOSER IDENTIFICATION BY PROMI-
NENT BDG CABINET-LEVEL OFFICIALS WITH U.S. AID ACTIVITIES
IN BANGLADESH. BEGINNING WITH SIGNING OF ADDITIONAL GRANT
OF %30 MILLION. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE SEEK EARLIEST OPPOR-
TUNITY TO RAISE MATTER WITH FONSEC KARIM. JUST PRIOR TO
USCOR'S INFORMING PLANNING COMMISSION OF USG READINESS

TO PROCEED. '

E.

YOU SHOULD INFORM KARIM THAT USG PREPARED TO PROCEED

WITH THIS GRANT DESPITE FACT THAT FY-197?3 APPROPRIATION
FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO BANGLADESH NOT YET PASSED
{AUTHORITY TO MAKE NEW COMMITMENTS BASED ON CONTINUING
RESOLUTION}. WE RECOGNIZE URGENT NEED FOR EARLY PROCURE-
MENT OF INPUTS INTENDED TO HAVE DIRECT EFFECT ON AGRI-

5.

-

~CULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY IN 1973.

AT SAME TIME YOU SHOULD SAY THAT WE REMAIN TROUBLED

/ OVER UNJUSTIFIED ATTACKS ON USG POLICIES AND MOTIVES BY
BDG OFFICIALS {MOST RECENTLY BY FINMIN TAJUDDIN AHMED IN
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PURBODESH INTERVIEW--DACCA 5450} AND BY PROMINENT NON-
GOVERNMENT AWAMI LEAGUERS {SUCH AS TOFAIL AHMED AND
KORBAN ALI}. FOREIGN SECRETARY PRESUMABLY AWARE FROM
OWN SERVICE IN U.S. THAT PUBLIC ATMOSPHERE IS IMPORTANT
ELEMENT OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. AND IRRESPONSIBLE
REMARKS IF CONTINUED COULD HAVE EFFECT OF ERODING PUBLIC
AND CONGRESSIONAL FAVORABLE DISPOSITION TO BANGLADESH.

YOU MIGHT NOTE REP POAGE'S STATED FEELINGS ON THIS SUB-
JECT.

4. IN LIGHT OF CONSIDERATIONS STATED ABOVE YOU SHOULD
OUTLINE IDEA OF PARTICIPATION IN SIGNING CEREMONY OR

OTHER NEAR-SIMULTANEOUS EVENT ATTENDED PRiniwimeiisi BY PROMI-
NENT MINISTER. I.E.. FOREIGN MINISTER OR OTHER SENIOR
MINISTER-. AS SUGGESTED REFTEL A~ PARA. 5. YOU SHOULD
INDICATE THAT CEREMONY OF THIS TYPE WOULD SIGNAL BDG
RECOGNITION OF BENEFITS TO BANGLADESH REHABILITATION
EFFORT AND HOPEFULLY COUNTER WHAT APPEARS TO BE GROWING .
PUBLIC SENTIMENT THAT USG FAIR GAME IN ELECTION POLITICS. i
YOU MAY SUGGEST @ETO KARIM THAT WE WOULD WELCOME ALTERNATE
SUGGESTIONS AS WELL AS ANY ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR FOLLOW-UP
ACTIONS TO ACCOMPLISH GOAL OF KEEPING BILATERAL RELATIONS
ON HEALTHY ROAD WE HAVE BEGUN TO TRAVEL TOGETHER. YOU

MAY MAKE IT CLEAR THAT WE ARE READY TO EXECUTE GRANT
AMENDMENT AS SOON AS BDG DECIDES ON ACCEPTABLE MANNER OF
HANDLING IT.

5. ONCE YOU HAVE MADE THIS APPROACH TO FOREIGN MINISTRY.
USCOR MAY INFORM PLANNING COMMISSION OF USG INTENTION TO
PROCEED WITH ADDITIONAL GRANT. ADDING THAT EMBASSY IS
DISCUSSING WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OUR SUGGESTIONS RE
SIGNING PROCEDURE.
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