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squa CONVERSATION NITH PRES BHUTTO: '5EFENSE

REF 1 ISLAMABAD 1823: AND 1833;

END SUMMARY«-

2 DURING MY DINNER' MEETING NITH HIM FEB 24y PRES BHUTTO _
ALLUDED "TO: HIS' INTERVIEW BY Cs Lis ‘SULZBERGER!' OF NY' TIMES. ON:

263012

le SUMMARY: BHUTTOD: ALLUOED TO: HIS: INTEREST IN SEEING

WHETHER: 'DEFENSE RELATTIONSHIP: BETWEEN: PMKTSTAN AND US!CAN
BE STRENGTHENED- REPLYING HUNCDMHITTALLN: CHARGE" TOOK

" “DCCASION: TO NOTE: VERY DIFFICULT" POLICY DFCISIONS THAT GOPI
MUST FACE ‘UP' TO WITH REGARD TO: HILQTARY HUDGET AND’ SUPPRY%.

FEB 7o HE SAID WHAT HAD COME: QUT IN PRINT ON_QUESTION OF:
DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP: WITH: US ‘HAD' BEEN. SOHEWHAT MISLE&DING-
HE ‘HAD . TOLD: SULZBERG&R THAT PAKISTAN ALREADY HAD‘DEFENSE

AGREEMENT WITH' US (REFERENCE WAS TO BILATERAL! OF' MARCH 195814 |
THATAGREEMENT HAD! LAIN PRETTY' MUCH DORMANT FOR A NUMBER: |
OF YEARS. NOW HE WOULD BE' INTERESTED IN' SEEING WHETHERI |
THERE WAS' CIJANBE! IT MIGHT BE BROUGHT' BACK' TOI'LEIFEs ‘HE HAD: i |

" ADDEP 'TO SULZBERGER ‘THAT. HE RECOGNIZED! DIFFICULTIES OF:
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REVIVING' . THE' DEFENSE’ AGREEMENT DURING: US! PRESTDENTTAL! ELECTIDN
YEARs ALTHOUGH BHUTTO DID' NOT' SPECIFIGALLY' REFER' Toi ANY '
R\DESIRE FOR ARMS FROM USs. THAT WAS IMPLICIT' IN ABDVE REMARKS.._
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I STATED  THAT,. AS' BHUTTO PROBABLY' KNEW, VARIOUS. ASPECTS
OF DUR POLICY TOWARD SUBCONTINENT  WERE' UNDER REVIEW IN
WASHINGTON. VARIQUS DECISTONS: NUULD ST?H FROM THAT REVIEW)
AND I WAS NOT IN POSITION TOD ANTICIPATE THEH- 1 910
ACKNOWLEDGE PROBABLE VALIDITY OF HIS: REW&RK CONCERNING
SPECIAL OIFFICULTIES OF ELECTION YEARe I SAID 1 WOULD»
HOWEVERs HAZARD PREDICTION THAT PRINCIPAL! EMPHASIS' IN

OUR OVERALL' POLICY TOWARD SUBCONTINENT WOULD: REMAIN.ON- NEED
FOR -PEACE THAT WOULD ALLOW COUNTRIES OF THE AREA TO DEVOTE
THEIR: FULLEST RESOURCES TO PROGRANS OF ! ECONOHIC AND- SUCIAU
IMPROVEMENT NHICH ‘THEY WANTED FOR THEIR PVUPLE' SPECIFIC

- .DECISIONS, I THOUGHT? WOULD TEND TO REVDLVE ARUUND THAT

CENTRAL POINT-

4-. 1. THEN REMARKED THAT IT SEEMED! TO MF THAT GOP HAD NOT"

YET' COME: TO GRIPS WITH PROBLEM,QF ITS FUTURE! MILTTARY POSTURE
THERE -HAD' BEEN SOME TALK THAT ARMY NDULD REMAIN SAME: SIZE' AS
PREWARs THAT INVOLVED PROBLEM' OF CONFLICTING NEEDS, FROM

"UIMITED RESUURCES! OF MILITARY BUDGET AND OF! ECONOMIC

PROGRAMS TO WHICH BHUTTO AND HIS. PARTY WERE COMMITTEDe. f
THERE WAS ALSO THE: SERIOUS PRDBLEM aF - V RY SCARCE FOREIGN
RESERVES' TO BE! DIVIDED BETWEEN MILITARY AND NONMILITARY'

NEEDSs. 1 SAID I KNEW THAT"GOPy LIKE' OTHER ‘COUNTRIES)

WOULD: FACE DIFFICULT CHOICESW THE! BEST DECISIONS» I’ SPECULATED,
.COULD: BE' MADE' IN: THE FRAMEWORK! OF - EFFORTS TO' ARRIVE AT A
DURABLE, PEACE IN THE SUBCONTINENTs BSHUTTO: TOOK ALL OF THIS

IN' WITHOUT OBJECTION OR _COMMENTW
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