y—

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASGI™ED PA/HO, Department of State — -
B 1aB6E, fan ! =K )l / .5 = ,51 l.'-[/
o > E.O. 12958, as amended ARl / 7ete 77

_{g’; ’%)}//& 37 June 9, 2005 X/‘\ ol LNd-# ,‘45;-'
? - o a /e V. p .

ELEGRAM

_—y

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARGHIVES

COMELBENTTIAL 531

PAGE @1 NEW DE @23922 @1 0OF A2 @818357

57
ACTION NEA=-11

INFO O0CT=@] EUR=20 'CIAE-#2 DODE-¢@ PM=06 H-02 INR-g6 L-03

NSAE=A@ NSC-1# P-@3 RSC-%1 PRS- __SS-14 USIA«{2 AID-2p
-

FC-15 10-12 SA=A3 OMR=@] SR«22f RSR-01 | /144 W
R L 2B9327

R ©81624Z MAR 72
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6336
INTO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD :xi
AMEMPASSY LONDON :
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW E
AMCONSUL DACCA

AMCONSUL MADRRAS
CINCPAL
AMCONSUL BOMBAY

&
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA §
r::L:Lj;J,ﬁwﬁwwﬂﬁ“?’A L SECTION | OF 2 NEW DELHI 2922

SURJt US FIGURES PROMINENTLY THROUGHOUT MRS. GANDHI'S
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN
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l+ SUMMARY®t PRIMIN INDIRA GANDHI'S ALMOST DATLY CRITICISM OF

US DURING THREE<WEEK CAMPAIGN TQUR REVEALS CONTINUING RESENT-
MENT 0OF US SUPPORT FOR PaAKTISTAN AND CUTOFF OF AMERICAN AID TO
INDTA, TESTY DETERMINATION MAKE OWN DECTSIONS CONSISTENT WITH
NATIONAL INTERESTS, AND UNEASINESS THAT CHINA AND US COOPERATING
IN ASTIA TO INDIA'S DETRIMENTs ANTI-US TONF ONLY PARTIALLY MITIGATED
AY OCCASIONAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 0F DESIRE IMPROVE INNO=US RELATINNS.
AHTILE FLECTORAL PCOLITICE ASE PROXIMATE CAUSE, PRIMIN'S ATTACKS

ON US AS PRESUMED FRIEND OF INDIA'S ENEMIES APPEARS REFLECT

HEZ O UNMESASE INM FLUID SCUTA ASIAN SITJUATIONs AS WELL AS DEEP
[USPICION US INTEMTIONS IN REGTIONs THESE ATTITUDES REMAIN
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FORMIDABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL ORSTACLE TO CONTRUCTIVE INDG~
DIALOGUE. ACTION REQUESTED: NONE. ENG SUMMARY.

2e  DUXKING JUST CONCLUDING THRFE-WEEK NATIONWIDF CAMPAIGN

TOUR FOR STATE ASSEMALY ELFCTINONS: PRIMINM CRITICIZED US alLMNST
DATLY, OFTEN DIRECTLY, SOMFTIMES WITH [LTwmnLy VEILEDT]EUPHEMISMS.
CHIMA wAS GENERALLY LUMPED WITw US In CRITICISM OF MAJOR POWERS
ALLEDGEDLY SUPPORTING FakISTAN. PRIMIN STRESSED R1G POWER
SUPBART FOR PAKISTAN DEMANDS VIGILANCE. ELECTION FINS INDIA

AT "CROSSROADSY SINCE COUMTRY "ANTAGONIZED VERY POWERFUL
FO9CES OQUTSINE WHICH CONTIMUE NRSERVE INDTA CLOSELYe" INDIA'S
INHAMCED INTERMATIONAL PRESTIGHE AS RESULT BANBLADSSH CRISIS
MANE B0ME BIG POWERS FEEL UNCOMFORTARLS easTHEY wWaANT TO

CREATE TROUBLE FOR 3Se™ INDTANS MUST MAINTAIN UNITY OF PURPOSF
50 G611 CAN CONTINUE "INAEPENNEMT STAND™ AND MAINTAIN VIGILANCE
45 IT FACES UNPREDICTABLE EXTERNAL FHVIRONMENT.

Be PRIMIN SAID STNO~US FRIFNDSWIP WELCOME AS STEP TOWARD
PEACE, ONLY IF NOT AT CNST OF MENMITY FORK INDIAC" (PRIMIN
COMMENTED SOURLY US "SITTING OM CHINA'S LAP.as% AND CHINA
DEYTRACTING» o s WHATEVER IT WANTSe") HEIGHTENED TENSION IN
ASTA WOULD RESULT FROM QUTMODED CONCEPTS OF RALANMCE OF POWER
NR SPHERES OF INFLUENCE. SHANGHAT COMMUNTAUE REFERENCE TO
KASHMIR CEASEFIRE LINE INTEDED AS PRESSURE AN INDTA AND

COMSTITUTES H“DOWNRIGHT I# T”#FFPFN’&“ IN TNDTA'S INTEFRNAL AFFATRS.

"INOTA WILL NOT TOLERATEBANY INTERFERENCF THERF <" PRIMIN
WOMDERED SARCASTICALLY WHY POWERS UNCONCERNED aROUT BENGALIS!
SUFFFRINGS LAST YEAR NOW SAOLICTTINUS ARQUT (AQLM*ﬁgq, "WHO
HASPILY BUSY INELECTION CAMPATGN.?Y

4«  ACCORDING PRIMINM) "S3¢ NATIONS STILL SCHEMING AGAINST
INDIA AND INSTIGATING PACIGTAN "TO MAINTAIN CONMFRONTATION.
O JECTIVE 1S TO KFﬁf INOTA AND PAKISTAN QUARRFEILING WFAKFN
“0THe REPORTEDLYs» RWERS PREPARED SEARM PAKISTAN, THlUUG
DIFFICULT UNDERSTAND WHAT PAKIGTAN &OULD 20 WITH nDDlTOuAL
ARMT s INDIA WANTS PEACE wlITH NEIGHADNS, PUT ARMS AVAILABILITY
HAS USUALLY LED PAKISTAN Tn DISASTRIUS PQLICY CHOTCESe NEW
SO0LTH ASIA WAR POSSIALE ZECAURF QF w=aAT “ZERTAIN COUNTRIES
SAYING AND DOINGeess WE HAVE TN BE PIXEPARED BECAUSE wE

30 NOGT KNOW wWHMT 18 GOING TO HaPPENL." US ONCE ALLEGED
FAKISTAN S8EING RMED AGAINST COMMUNIST NATIONS, THOUGH
INDTA KNOWS ARMS 'OULD RE USED AGAINST HER. US DID NOT STAND
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3Y INMDIA IN 1971 CRISIS, AND NNW HOLDS THIS COUNTRY 2:g SPONSTRLE
FOR QUFFERINGS PAKISTAN INFLICTED ON SUBCONTINENT.

5+ PRIMIN FOUND "SOME POWERS'sssFAILURE TO TAKE NOTE OF

MARCH OF HISTORY IN SUBCONTINENTY THROUGH RECOGNITINN BANGLADESH,
CONTRIBUTING TO UNCERTAINTY ABNUT SOUTH ASIA'S PROSPECTS FOR
PEACE IN MONTHS AHEADS

Se  ERIMIN TWITTED RIVAL JANA SANGH aND SNATANTRA PARTIES FNOR
“ARLIER PRESSING GOVERNMINT "Tn TOE AMERICAN LINE IN FOREIGN

AFFATRSe"™ SURCONTINENT CRISIS REVEALED WHERS AMERTICA STANDS

N LIGHT SINO=US DIALOGUEs PRIMIN RIDICULED OPPOSITION PARTIES!
PRIOR ASSERTIONS US INVOLVEMENT VIETNAM WOULD PSAVE'™ INDIA
FROM CHINAe INSISTING WOT SOVIET STNOOGEs MRSe GANDHI

FAVORABLY CONTRASTED SOVIET SUPPORT WwWITH US ACTIONSs DEFENDFED
301 DECISION UPGRADF HAWOI RELATIONS AS REFLECTION INDIAN
SY“PATHY FOR M“COQURAGE"™ 0OF VIETNAMESE ﬁGAIVST WONSLAUGHTS

AND “ASSIVE ATTACKS," PROVING "NOT WRLTH QR ASRMED

STHRENGTH WHICH MAKES NATION GRFAT» 3UT INGOMITARLE SPIRIT AND
UNITY OF PEQPLE«"
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7+ PRIMIN DENIGRATED ECONOMIC AID AND TOUTED SELF=-RELIANCE.

"AID," USUALLY GIVEN

IN DONOR'S INTEREST,

MISNOMER SINCE IT

ACTUALLY LONG=TERM CREDIT BURDFENING RECIPIENT'S ECONOMY AND

LULLING HINY INTQ DEPENDENCY.
AND TO USE AID TO PRESSURE GOIT
CONDUCTING 0OUR
BECAUSE

US ATTEMPTED KEEP INDIA DEPENDENT
"TO TRE THEIR
INTERNAL AND FOREIGN POLICIESe" GOI
IT'"INCONSISTENT WITH OUR DIGNITY AND SFLF=RESPECT.

LIMG OF THINKING IN
REFUSED

WE DO NOT WANT ANYONE TO TrLL US WHAT DECISION WE SHOULD TAKE.

AET RE CAPABLE OF MAKING OUR OuWN,"

SELF-RELIANT TO COMMAND WORLD'S RESPECT.

"FRIENDLY ASSISSTNACE"
PRESSURE: " 1

Ci]

8+ ONLY PARTIALLY OFFSETTING ANTI=-US REMARKS,
INDN=-US QFLATIONS. _
IMPROVEMENT DEPENDS ON CHANGED US ATTITUDE TOWARD

IN PASSING DESIRE IMPOROVE
HOWEVER»

INDIA«

CLONELFENLIM

INDIA MUST BECOMF WHOLLY
AT PRFSENT STAGE,
WELCOME IF UNACCOMPANIED RY STRINGS NR
AM DEFINITE AND THERE,NO COMPROMISE ,THIS ISSUF."

Eoﬂl
PRIMIN ASS.ERTFD
MADFE CLEAR:
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9« COMMENT: AMONG REASONS PRIMIN MADE US A WHIPPING BOY
THOUGHTOUT COMPAIGN IS THAT IN AFTERMATH 1971 CRISIS, IT GOOD
POLITICS TO HIT OUT AT "RICHs, POWERFUL INTEREST" SUPPORTING
PAKISTAN AND SEEMINGLY GROWING CLOSER TO OTHER PUTATIVE

ENEMY CHINAe. NOTABLE THAT MRS, GANDHI RESERVED SOME OF

SHARPEST ANT-US THRUSTS FOR CANSTITUENCIES WHERE OPPOSITION
PAR@TIES WHICH PREVIOUSLY DESIRED CLOSER RELATIONS WITH US ARE
RELLATIVELY STRONGs ALSO, MRSs GANDHI, LIKE MOST INDIANS,

HARBORS INTENSE RESENTMENT OVER US ACTIONS CONSIDERED _
PREJUDICIAL, AND ALSO CONSTDERABLE APPREMENSION AROUT INDIAS
ISOLATION IN ASIA« THIS RESENTMENT AND APPREHENSION HELPED PRNPEL GNI
INTO FRIENDLSHIP TREATY WITH SOVIETS LAST AUGUSTs AND CRRENTLY
FUELDED BY GREAT POWERS' SOUTH ASIA POLICIES AND EVENTS IN

REGION, COULD MOTIVATE EVEN CLOSER INDO-SOVIET RELATIONSHIP.

ANY CASE, PRIMIN'S STATEMENTS REMIND OF DEPTH OF SUSPICION

AND DOUBT ABOUT US MOTIVES IN SOUTH ASIA TO BE OVFRCOME _ _
IN INDO-US DIALOGUE. I SEND THIS REGRETFULLY BUT BRELIEVE YOl SHOULD
BE INFORMED OF PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL TACTICSe GP=3e

KEATING
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