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SUOJI US FIGURES PROMINENTLY THROUGHOUT MRS . GANDHI' S
ELECTORAL CAMPAIG N

REF*

	

(A) NEW DELHI 254 9
(B) NEW DELHI 270 3
(C) BOMBAY 32 3
(D) CALCUTTA 41 0

1 .

	

SUMMARY:	 PRIMIN INDIRA GANDHI'S ALMOST DAILY CRITICISM O F
US DURING THREE-WEEK CAMPAIGN TOUR REVEALS CONTINUING R E SENT -
MENT OF US SUPPORT FOR PAKISTAN AND CUTOFF OF AMERICAN AID T O
INDIA . TESTY DETERMINATION MAKE OWN DECISIONS CONSISTENT WIT H
NATIONAL INTERESTS, AND UNEASINESS THAT CHINA AND US COOPERATIN G
IN ASIA TO INDIA'S DETRIMENT . ANTI-US TONE ONLY . PARTIALLY MITIGATE D

BY OCCASIONAL ACKNOWLEDGENT OF DESIRE IMPROVE INDO-US RELATIONS .
WHILE ELECTORAL POLITICS ARE PROXIMATE CAUSE, PRIMIN'S ATTACK S

ON US AS PRESUMED FRIEND OF INDIA'S ENEMIES APPEARS REFLEC T
HER UNESASE IN FLUID SOUTH ASIAN SITUATION . AS WELL AS DEE P
SUSPICION US INTENTIONS IN REGION . THESE ATTITUDES REMAIN
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FORMIDABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL OBSTACLE TO CONTRUCTIVE INDO-U S
DIALOGUE . ACTION REOUESTED : NONE . END SUMMARY .

2. DURING JUST CONCLUDING THREE-WEEK NATIONWIDE CAMPAIG N
TOUR FOR STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, PRIMIN CRITICIZED US ALMOS T
DAILY, OFTEN DIRECTLY, SOMETIMES WITH THINLY VEILED EUPHEMISMS .
CHINA HAS GENERALLY LUMPED WITH US IN CRITICISM OF MAJOR POWER S
ALLEDGEDLY SUPPORTING PAKISTAN . PRIMIN STRESSED BIG POWE R
SUPPORT FOR PAKISTAN DEMANDS VIGILANCE . ELECTION FINDS INDI A
AT "CROSSROADS" SINCE COUNTRY "ANTAGONIZED VERY POWERFU L
FORCES OUTSIDE WHICH CONTINUE OBSERVE INDIA CLOSELY ." INDIA' S
ENHANCED INTERNATIONAL PRESTIGE AS RESULT BANGLADESH CRISI S
"MADE SOME BIG POWERS FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE . . .THEY WANT T O
CREATE TROUBLE FOR US." INDIAS, MUST MAINTAIN UNITY OF PURPOS E
SO GOI CAN CONTINUE "INDEPENDENT STAND" AND MAINT A IN VIGILANC E
AS IT FACES UNPREDICTABLE EXTERNAL ENVIR ONMENT.

3. PRIMIN SAID SINO-US FRIENDSHIP WELCOME AS STE P TOWAR D
PEACE, ONLY IF NOT AT COST OF "ENMITY FOR INDIA." (PRIMI N
COMMENTED SOURLY US "SITTING ON CHINA'S LAP . . ." AND CHIN A
"EXTRACTING. ..WHATEVER IT WANTS .") HEIGHTENED TENSION I N

ASIA WOULD RESULT FROM OUTMODED CONCEPTS OF BALANCE OF POWE R

OR SPHERES OF INFLUENCE . SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE REFE R ENCE T O
KASHMIR CEASEFIRE LINE INTENDED AS PRESSURE ON INDIA AN D
CONSTITUTES "DOWNRIGHT IN TE RFERENCE" IN INDIA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS ,

"INDIA WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY INTERFERENCE THERE." PRIMI N

H ONORED SARCASTICALLY WHY POWERS UNCONCERNED ABOUT BENGALI S
SUFFERINGS LAST YEAR NOW SOLICITIOUS ABOUT KASHMIRI S, "WH O
HAPPILY BUSY IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN . "

4. ACCORDING PRIMIN, "SOME NATIONS STILL SCHEMING AGAINS T
INDIA AND INSTIGATING PAKISTAN "TO MAINTAIN CONFRONTATION .
OBJECTIVE IS TO KEEP INDIA AND PAKISTAN QUARRELING WEAKE N

60TH . REPORTEDLY, POWERS PREPARED REARM PAKISTAN, THOUG H
DIFFICULT UNDERSTAND WHAT PAKISTAN WOULD DO WITH ADDITONA L
ARMS . INDIA WANTS PEACE WITH NEIGHBORS, BUT ARMS AVAILABILIT Y
HAS USUALLY LED PAKISTAN TO DISASTROUS POLICY CHOICES . NE W

SOUTH ASIA WAR POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF WHAT "CERTAIN COUNTRIE S
SAYING AND DOING . . . . WE NAVE TO BE PREPARED BECAUSE W E
DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN ." US ONCE ALLEGE D
PAKISTAN BEING ARMED AGAINST COMMUNIST NATIONS, THOUG H
INDIA KNOWS ARMS WOULD HE USED AGAINST HER US DID NOT STAND
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BY INDIA IN 1971 CRISIS, AND NOW HOLDS THIS COUNTRY RESPONSIBLE
FOR SUFFERINGS PAKISTAN INFLICTED ON SUBCONTINENT ,

5. PRIMIN FOUND ""SOME POWERS...FAILURE TO TAKE NOTE OF

MARCH OF HISTORY IN SUBCONTINENT" THROUGH RECOGNITION BANGLADESH ,
CO NTRIBUTING TO UNCERTAINTY ABOUT SOUTH ASIA'S PROSPECTS FO P
R EAcF TN MONTHS AHEAD .

6 . RIMIN TWITTED RIVAL JANA SANGH AND SWATANTRA PARTIES FO R
EARLIER PRESSING GOVERNMENT "To TOE AMERICAN LINE IN FOREIG N
A FFAIRS" SUBCONTINENT CRISIS REVEALED WHERE AMERICA STANDS .
IN LIGHT SINO-US DIALOGUE . PRIMIN RIDICULED O P POSITION PARTIE S
PRIOR ASSERTIONS US INVOLVEMENT VIETNAM WOULD "SAVE" INDI A
FROM CHINA . INSISTING NOT SOVIET STOOGE, MRS . GANDH I
FAVORALY CONTRASTED SOVIET SUPPORT WITH US ACTIO N S . DEFENDE D
GOI DECISION UPGRADE HANOI RELATIONS AS REFLECTION INDIA N
SYMPATHY FOR "COURAGE" OF VIETNAMESE AGAINST "ONSLAUGHT S
AND M ASSIVE ATTACKS," PROVING "NOT 4TH OR ARME D
STRENGTH WHICH MAKES NATION GREAT, BUT INDOMITABLE SPIRIT AN D
UNITY OF PEOPLE ."
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COPY (PARAS 7&9 )

7. PRIMIN DENIGRATED ECONOMIC AID AND TOUTED SELF-RELIANCE .
"AID," USUALLY GIVEN IN DONOR'S INTEREST, MISNOMER SINCE I T
ACTUALLY LONG-TERM CREDIT BURDENING RECIPIENT'S ECONOMY AN D
LULLING HIM INTO DEPENDENCY. US ATTEMPTED KEEP INDIA DEPENDEN T
AND TO USE AID TO PR ES S UR E GOI "TO T O E THEIR LINE OF THINKING I N
CONDUCTING OUR INTERNAL AND FOREIGN POLICIES ." GOI REFUSE D
BECAUSE IT INCONSISTENT WITH OUR DIGNITY AND SELF-RESP EC T .
WE DO NOT WANT ANYONE TO TELL US WHAT DECISION WE SHOULD TAK E .

WE'RECAPABLE OF MAKING OUR OWNINDIA MUST BECOME WHOLLY
SELF-RELIANT TO COMMAND WORLD'S RES P ECT. AT PRESENT STAGE ,
"FRIENDLY ASSISSTNACE" WELCOME IF UNACCOMPANIED BY STRINGS O R
PRESSURE : "I AM DEFINITE AND THERE IS NO COMPROMISE ON THIS ISSUE ."

8. ONLY PARTIALLY OFFSETTING ANTI-US REMARKS, PRIMIN ASSER TED
IN PASSING DESIRE IMPROVE INDO-US RELATIONS . MADE CLEAR ,
HOWEVER, IMPROVEMENT DEPENDS ON CHANGED US ATTITUDE TOWAR D
INDIA.
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9 . COMMENT: AMONG REASONS PRIMIN MADE US A WHIPPING BO Y
THOUGHOUT CAMPAIGN IS THAT IN AFTERMATH 1 9 71 CRISIS, IT GOO D
POLITICS TO HIT OUT AT "RICH, POWERFUL INTEREST" SUPPORTIN G
PAKISTAN AND SEEMINGLY GROWING CLOSER TO OTHER PUTATIV E
ENEMY CHINA . NOTABLE THAT MRS . GANDHI RESERVED SOME O F
SHARPEST ANTI-US THRUSTS FOR CONSTITUENCIES WHERE OPPOSITIO N
PARITIES WHICH PREVIOUSLY DESIRED CLOSER RELATIONS WITH US A RE
RELATIVELY STRONG . ALSO, MRS . GANDHI LIKE MOST INDIAN S
HARBORS INTENSE RESENTMENT OVER US ACTIONS CONSIDERE D
PREJUDICIAL, AND ALSO CONSIDERABLE APPREHENSION ABOUT INDIA'S
ISOLATION IN ASIA, THIS RESENTMENT AND APPREHENSION HELPED PROPEL GO I
INTO FRIENDSHIP TREATY WITH SOVIETS LAST AUGUST, AND CURENTL Y
FUELED BY GREAT POWERS: SOUTH ASIA POLICIES AND EVENTS I N
REGION, COULD MOTIVATE EVEN CLOSER INDO-SOVIET RELATIONSHIP .
ANY CASE, PRIMIN' S STATEMENTS REMIND OF DEPTH OF SUSPICIO N
AND DOUBT ABOUT US MOTIVES IN SOUTH ASIA TO BE OVERCOM E

IN INDO-US DIALOGUE . I SEND THIS REGRETFULLY BUT BELIEVE YOU SHOUL D

BE INFORMED OF PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL TACTICS . GP-3.

KEATING
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