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SUBJ: SECRETARY CONNALLY TRAVEL: MEMORANDUM OF PRIVATE
CONVERSATION WITH INDIAN PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI AT
GOVERNOR'S RESIDENCE, SIMLA ON JULY 5, 1972: PART | OF
VII: SUMMIT CONSULTATIONS

1. THE MEETING STARTED PROMPTLY AT S:306 A.M, WITH NO ONE
PRESENT BUT THE PRIME MINISTER AND MYSELF. 1 STARTED OFF BY
CONVEYING PRESIDENT AND MRS, NIXON'S WARM PERSONAL REGARDS,
HAVING PREVIOUSLY JUST PRESENTED THE, SILVER COIN GIFT BOX TO HER,
I TOLD HER HOW VERY MUCH PRESIDENT &\IIMRS. NIXON HAD ENJOYED
]

HER VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES LAST YEAR. SHE THANKED ME VERY
MUCH AND ASKED ME TO CONVEY HER WARMEST REGARDS TO PRESIDENT
AND MRS, NIXON, SHE RECALLED THAT MRS. NIXON HAD GIVEN HER A
BOEHM BIRD WHICH SHE PRIZED VERY HIGHLY AND HAD IT PROMINENTLY
DISPLAYED AT HER RESIDENCE 'IN NEW DELKI.

2. 1 TOLD HER THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTED ME TO CONVEY TO HER
WHATEVER INFORMATION SHE WANTED CONCERNING HIS VISITS TO

PEXKING AND MOSCOW. I VERY QUICKLY AND IN A FAIRLY SUMMARY

FASHION WENT OVER THE SAME GROUND THAT 1 COVERED WITH OTHER HEADS
OF GOVERNMENT, I MADE THE FOLLOWING MAJOR POINTS:
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. A+ THE PRESIDENT WENT TO PEKING AND MOSCOW NOT FOR THE PURPOSE

- OF ENTERING INTO ANY TRADE ARRANGEMENTS OR TRYING TO CREATE ANY
COMMERCIAL ALLIANCES. HIS PURPOSE WAS TO ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE
WITH THE HOPE THAT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS WOULD RESULT IN A LESSENING
OF TENSIONS AROUND THE WORLD AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION OF SOME
OF OUR PROBLEMS AND BRING ABOUT AN ERA OF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY,

B. ALTHOUGH PROBLEMS RELATING TO THIRD COUNTRIES WERE DISCUSSED,
THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT IN ANY WAY TO NEGOTIATE WITH RESPECT TO THIRD
COUNTRIES.

C. THE PRESIDENT MADE IT CLEAR TO PREMIER CHOU EN LAI THAT WE
ANTICIPATED THAT WE WOULD BE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR SOME YEARS TO
COME.

D. THE PRESIDENT TOLD THE LEADERS IN MOSCOW THAT OUR POSITION
IN VIETNAM WAS QUITE WELL KNOWN AND QUITE FIRM AND THAT WE
WOULD NOT PERMIT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO ACCOMPLISH A MILITARY
VICTORY OVER THEIR NEIGHBORS TO THE SOUTH.

E. I BRIEFLY OUTLINED THE FACT THAT WE HAD ENTERED INTO A NUMBER
OF AGREEMENTS WITH MOSCOW, ALL OF WHICH SHE wAS FAMILIAR WITH,
SO I DID NOT ELABORATE ON THIS SUBJECT.

F. 1T WAS THE PRESIDENT'S EARNEST HOPE THAT THESE TwO TRIPS MIGHT
BE THE BEGINNING OF A DIALOGUE AND COMMUNICATION THAT wWOULD END
IN THE RESOLUTION OF MANY OF THE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS FACING THE
WORLD TODAY.
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