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EXDI S

SUBJs BHUTT0' S COMMENTS ON SIZE OF PAK MILITARY AN D
U .S . MILITARY SUPPL Y

REF4 ISLAMABAD 2707 AND 2879 ; STATE 5605 5

1' DURING MY MEETING WITH PRES . BHUTTO AT HIS KARACH I
HOME ON APRIL 3, I REFERRED TO RECENT VISIT TO WASHING -
TON BY MFA SEC GEN AZIZ AHMED . I NOTED THAT AHMED HA D
MADE RATHER HARDLINE PRESENTATION ON SOVIET INTENTION S
IN SUBCONTINENT AND HAD EXPRESSED URGENT NEED FOR SUB-
STANTIAL QUANTITY OF U .S . ARMS ON SOFT TERMS . I SAI D
I HAD BEEN STRUCK BY WHAT SEEMED TO NE TO BE DIVERGENC E
BETWEEN LINE TAKEN BY AHMED AND EMPHASIS WHICH BHUTT O
HIMSELF HAD BEEN PUTTING ON PRIMARY NEED FOR BREAKTHROUG H
TO PEACEFUL AND HONORABLE SETTLEMENT WITH INDI A
REFERRING ALSO TO RECENT REQUEST BY AMB . RAZA FOR U .S .
ARMS, I ASKED BHUTTO IF HE COULD ELUCIDAT E.

2. BHUTTO SAID THAT HIS SENIOR MILITARY LEADERS KEP T
PRESSING TO MAKE GOOD SOME OBVIOUS GAPS IN DEFENS E
STRUCTURE AND FOR ACQUISITION OF SOME "SOPHISTICATED" ,
WEAPONS . HE WAS NOT IN POSITION TO IGNORE THE MILITARY ,
AS I KNEW, AND HE HAD THOUGHT IT ADVISABLE TO FORWAR D
REQUESTS FOR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT FROM U .S ., WHICH WA S
HELD TO BE ONLY LOGICAL SOURCE FOR SOME TYPES OF EQUIP-
MENT . AT SAME TIME, BHUTTO SAID, HE HAD TOLD HI S
MILITARY ADVISERS THAT HE DID NOT THINK A POSITIV E
RESPONSE COULD BE EXPECTED FROM USG UNTIL AT LEAST
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AFTER NOVEMBER ELECTIONS . HE DID NOT INTEND TO PRES S
US UNTIL AFTER ELECTIONS . ON OTHER HAND, BHUTTO WEN T
ON, THERE WAS REAL PROBLEM IN KEEPING OPERATIONAL TH E
OLD EQUIPMENT WHICH PAKISTAN HAD RECEIVED FROM U .S . ,
AND HE HOPED THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO LOOSEN UP SOO N
IN SUPPLY OF SPARE PARTS . (COMMENT LATTER POSITIO N
IS IDENTICAL WITH THAT TAKEN WITH ME BY GOP FONSE C
DURING OUR LAST MEETING ON APRIL 1 . )

3. AS FOR AZIZ AHMED BHUTTO SAID THAT HE HAD COUN-
SELLED HIM NOT TO POINT HIS FINGER AND ADMONIS H
PEOPLE HE WOULD BE TALKING TO DURING HIS CURREN T
TRAVEL ABROAD . BUT AHMED IS OVER 65 AND DOUBTLES S
FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO CHANGE HIS GENERAL APPROAC H
AND METHOD OF OPERATIONS . BHUTTO SEEMED TO B E
IMPLYING THAT WE SHOULD NOT TAKE TOO SERIOUSLY ALL O F
WHAT AHMED HAD SAID TO US IN WASHINGTON .

4 . BHUTTO REAFFIRMED HIS PRINCIPAL AIM IN RELATION S
WITH INDIA IS TO ACHIEVE HONORABLE POLITICAL SETTLEMEN T
THAT WILL OPEN WAY TO AN ERA OF PEACE . HE ACKNOWLEDGE D
CLEAR AWARENESS THAT GOP CANNOT MEET CUMULATIVE CLAIM S
FOR MAINTENANCE OF MILITARY BUDGET AT ABOUT RECEN T
LEVELS AND ALSO PAY FOR COSTLY DOMESTIC REFORMS AN D
DEVELOPMENT NEEDS TO WHICH HE IS COMMITTED , HE WANTED
TO SEE A REDUCTION IN PAK MILITARY BUDGET, BUT I T
WOULD DEPEND ON INDIA, HE ADDED, WHETHER SUCH A CU T
WOULD BE POSSIBLE .

GP-3. SOBER

Rick Moss
declassified06/09/05

Rick Moss
declassified06/09/05


	page 1
	page 2

