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CONVERSATION WITH INDIAN PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI AT :
GOVERNOR'S RESIDENCE, SIMLA, ON JULY 5, 1972: PART VI OF VII:
US POLITICAL SITUATION

1« I THEN VOLUNTEERED TO DISCUSS THE AMERICAN DOMESTIC
POLITICAL SITUATION IF PRIME MINISTER WAS INTERESTED. SHE
CLEARLY WAS, 1 WENT THROUGH THE RISE AND FALL OF HMARY
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES IN THE LAST {8 MONTHS AND FINALLY
CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT IT NOW APPEARED THAT MCGOVERN
WOULD BE NOMINATED AND THAT, IF THIS WAS THE CASE,
. IT WOULD BE VERY DECISIVE EVENT WITHIN THE

DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 1 POINTED OUT THAT ONLY RECENTLY THE
CREDENTIALS SUB-COMMITTEE HAD REFUSED TO SEAT MAYCR DALEY
AND 55 DELEGATES FROM CHICAGO. I THOUGHT THIS WAS GRAVE
AND DISTURBING DECISION NOT ONLY IN CHICAGO AND
ILLINOIS, BUT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. I BRIEFLY
COWMENTED THAT I THOUGHT THE TRADITIONAL LINK WITH LABOR AND
THE MINORITIES AND SOUTH, WHICH PUT TOGETHER THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, WAS FQLLING APART, THE SOUTH
HAD BASICALLY DEPARTED FROM ITS DEMOCRATIC TRADITION
AND LABOR HAD BECOME ABOUT AS CONSERVATIVE POLITICALLY
AND SOCIALLY AS ANY SEGMENT OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. I
ANTICIPATED PRESIDENT NIXON wOULD GET A HIGH PERCENTAGE:
OF THE LABOR VOTE, NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT
THAT A SUBSTANTIAL NUYBER OF LABOR LEADERS WOULD BE FOR THE
‘ EMOCRATIC NOMINEE, IN CORCLUSION, I THOUGHT THE OUTCOME
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WOULD CLEARLY BE THE RE-ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT.

THIS WAS WHY HE WAS TRYING TO DO SO MANY THINGS IN

THE DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC AND MONETARY FIELDS - SO THAT
HE MIGHT HAVE SOME MOMENTUM IN EACH OF THEM TO WORK WITH
DURING HIS SECOND TERM.

2. I THEN COMPLIMENTED MRS. GANDHI ON HER POLITICAL
SUCCESS IN INDIA AND SHE OBVIOUSLY WAS PLEASED. SHE
THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT, DESPITE THE SUCCESS AND
PARLIAMENTARY STRENGTH OF THE CONGRESS PARTY, SHE STILL
HAD DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS. THERE wAS, FOR
EXAMPLE, SOME OPPOSITION FROM EVEN WITHIN THE

RANKS OF HER OWN PARTY AND SHE HAD TO CONTEND WITH
OTHER PARTIES. POLITICAL SUCCESS, IN SHORT, CARRIES

ITS OWN PROBLEMNMS.
3. FINALLY AS WE WALKED OUT THE PRIME MINISTER ASKED

ME TO CONVEY HER WARMEST REGARDS TO PRESIDENT NIXON

AND MRS, NIXON AND EXPRESSED HER GRATITUDE FOR THE GIFT 1 HAD
PRESENTED HER. : :
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