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SUBJECT! FAREWELL TO INDIA

be I MADE FAREWELL CALLS YESTERDAY FOR OVER ‘TWO HOURS CONSECU-=
TIVELY ON PRESIDENT GIRI1# PRIME MINISTER GANDHI AND FOREIGN

MINTSTER SWARAN SINGHs IT WAS A MEMORABLEs AT TIMES HEARTENING,

BUT OVERALL PROFOUNDLY DISTURBING EXPERIENCEs THE CALLS

GUHEDULED AT GOI INITIATIVE LLEFT ME WITH THE FEELING THAT [ (HAD
"EN GIVEN WHAT I CAN ONLY DESCRIBE AS OTE THE INDIAN. ‘"TREATMENT

CATE NMETHLR BY ACCIDENT nR DESIGNs I WAS FIRST WARMED

AND RELAKED pY THE AFFABLE GIRI,» THEN RUDELY PUMMELED AND

GOADED BY THE MADAM, AND FINALLY BRAIN=WASHED BY THE GREAT

RATIONALIZER SWARAN SINGHe IT WAS QUITE AN EXPERIENCE, AND

I AM REPORTING EACH CONVERSATION SEPARATELY IN SOME DETAIL.

& 1 HAD PREPARED CAREFULLY FOR THESE CALLS PLANNINGTO TAKE

THE Lﬁr\;rcp AND BROADER VIEW OF PROSPECTS FOR INDO<AMERICAN RELATIONS
AND EMPHASIZE' THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND 'COMMERCTAL
RELATTONS» THE PRESIDENT ACCEPTED AND ELABORATED ON MY POINTS
EXUBERANTLYe I LEFT WIM IN o WARM GLOW BUOYED' BY THE EVIDENCE

THAT THERE REMAINS IN INDIA A RESERVOIR OF GOODWILL FOR THE iUS

AND STAUNCH FRIENDS IN POSITIONS OF INFLUENCE' IF NOT POLICY’

CONTROL» LITTLE DID I REALIZE THE HORNETYS NEST THAT AWAITED

ME IN THE' PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE.

3o THE REPORTING CABLE OF MY DISCUSSION WITH MRSe GANDHI
RECORDS THE LITANY OF VAGUE, EMOTIONAL AND DISTORTED ALLEGATIONS
LEVELFD BY HER AGAINST THE US» AS WELL AS THE APPARENTLY CALCULATED:
kLlfNES° OF WER DEMEANODRe MERE RECORDING WOWEVER DOES NOT

FICE TU EXPLAIN THAT FANTASTIC PERFORMANCE, WHICH I AM
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FORCED TO:'CONCLUDE wAS THE REAL: INDIRA, AND TO A CONSIDERABLE:
EXTENT THE REAL! INDIA, SHOWING THROUGH STARKLY. BUT 'CONSISTENT
WITH LONGSTANDING AND DEEP-SEATED ATTITUDES TOWARD WHITE,
AFFLUENT, FOREIGNs GREAT POWER, AMERICAN (AND NOT ONLY AMERICAN)
INFLUENCE IN ASTAe SIMPLY PUTs» INDIRA AND INDIA ARE PREDISPOSED
FOR WISTORICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL' REASONS TO PLACE THE WORST
POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION UPON US: POLICIES, TO TAKE A CONSPIRATORIAL
VIEW OF US ACTIVITIES, AND Tn EMBRACE A QTE DEVIL: "THEORY UNQTE
RATIONALIZATION FOR THEIR OWN INADEQUACIES IN THE FACE OF ADMITTEDLY
MASSIVE PROBLEMS OF ECONOMIC» SOCIAL' AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT
GRANTEDs INDIRA. AND INDIA BELITEVE THEY HAVE RECENT CAUSE' IN ‘'US:
POLIcY RESPONSES TO THE SOUTH ASIAN CRISIS TO SUSPECT THE US. IT
1S5 HOWEVERY EDUCATIVE TO! RECALL! THAT SUCH SUSPICIONS WERE HELD
AND OCASSIONALLY EXPRESSED WELL! BEFORE THE ERUPTION OF BANGL ADESH.
THUS, WHILE THE PRIME MINISTER PROBABLY WAS LOADED FOR MY calLlLs
BY INFLUENTIAL ADVISORS UNFRIENDLY TO THE US, SHE AND AT LEAST

MER FELLOW INDIAN INTELLECTUALS ARE PARTICULARLY SQSCEPTIBLE 70
THAT KIND' QF STUFFING.

4o MY DISCUSSION WITH: THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS:IOF COURSE A
WELCOME CONTRAST TO THAT WITH MRS GANDHI. AS ALWAYS,

SWARAN ‘SINGH WAS COURTEQUSs PERSONALLY CORDIAL AND APPARENTLY
CANDID. HE!RADILY ACCEPTED MY PROPOSITION THAT:THE ABSENCE OF:
DIRECT CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND' EASING OF THIRD PARTY DIFFERENCES
SHOUI.D AUGUR WELL FOR INDO=AMERICAN RELATIONS. HE ALSO STRUGGLED
ADMIRARLY 'TOD INTERPRET MY ENCOUNTER WITH THE PRIME MINISTER

AS THE BEGINNING OF AN ESSENTIAL: INDO=AMERICAN DIALOGUE« I

WOULD LIKE To THINK S0, BUT DOUBT!THAT CASTIGATION SUCH AS I

WAS SURBJECTEpD TO BY THE PRIMF MINISTER :'SHOULD BE DIGNIFIED AS

DIALOGUEs ANY EVENT, IT IS MILDLY REASSURING 'TO NOTE 'THAT

FRAGMATISM AND REASONABLENESS» AS: EXEMPLIFIED BY SWARAN SINGH» l

ARE ALSO AT WORK IN THE: PERPLEXING PSYCHOLOGY OF INDIAN PQLICY.
KEATING
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