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July 29, 2005 
 
Sally Shipman, Telecommunications Policy Advisor 
Office of International Communications and Information Policy  
U.S. Department of State  
2201 C Street NW  
Washington, DC 20520  
 
Dear Ms. Shipman: 
 
The Computing Technology Industry Association (CompTIA) submits the following comments 
in response to the June 27, 2005, Federal Register Notice, requesting public comments to the 
United States International Telecommunication Advisory Committee on the United Nation’s 
Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) Report released July 18th, 2005.   
 
CompTIA is a twenty-two year old global trade association representing the business interests of 
the information technology and communications industries.  (More information is available at 
www.comptia.org.)  For inquires regarding these comments, please contact: Thomas E. 
Santaniello, Public Policy Manager, CompTIA Global Public Policy Headquarters,  
4350 N. Fairfax Drive Suite 440, Arlington, VA 22203, Telephone 703.812.1333, ext. 204, Fax 
703.813.1337, or email: Tsantaniello@CompTIA.org. 
 
While several of the policy goals mentioned in the WGIG report are important goals, CompTIA 
has identified significant disagreement in terms of principles central to the growth and future 
innovation of the Internet.   

 
Historically, Internet adoption rates have outpaced all other significant technological inventions 
by considerable margins.  For example, it took radio 38 years and television 13 years before 
reaching 50 million users.  However, it took only 4 years before 50 million people were using the 
Internet.  According to industry reports, Internet traffic around the world continues to double 
about every year.   Currently, there are approximately 900 million Internet users world-wide with 
269 million located in Europe, 242 million in North America, 246 million across Asia, and 58 
million in Latin America. China, alone, has approximately 90 million Internet users and Japan 
has approximately 82 million Internet users.   
 
CompTIA believes that this rather amazing global rate of Internet adoption is a significant 
benchmark and evidence that private sector management of the technical administrative 
functions have been successful.   Conversely, from the beginning, the Internet’s technical 
administrative functions for both radio and television were managed by the government.  Both of 
these technologies took considerably longer periods of time to achieve adoption rates equal to 
that of the Internet.  
 

http://www.comptia.org/
mailto:Tsantaniello@CompTIA.org


As a network of over 100,000 privately-owned networks, the Internet can not be governed by 
any one body; nor should anyone attempt to do so.  The central technical administrative 
functions of the Internet, such as DNS and protocols, should continue to be administered by the 
private sector to avoid it from being politicized.  Government has an important role to play in 
ensuring that laws are enforced on and off the Internet, such as ensuring network security from 
hackers and cyber-thefts, or protecting copyrighted intellectual property.   
 
On behalf of CompTIA’s 20,000 company membership worldwide who use and depend upon the 
Internet for essential communications, commercial, and personal needs, we believe that the 
current technical administrative arrangements of the Internet are operating reasonably well and 
we support the continuation of private sector management.  
 
Given the breadth of issues encompassed under the WGIG report on Internet governance, there is 
no one venue to appropriately address these subjects in their entirety.   While CompTIA 
recognizes that the current Internet system is working, we encourage continued dialogue with all 
stakeholders around the world in the various fora as a way to facilitate discussion and to advance 
our shared interests in the Internet.  CompTIA prefers using a market-based solutions approach 
to the many challenges presented in the WGIG report.  CompTIA maintains that limited 
government involvement has proven to be a successful blueprint for Internet growth and 
development, and we support a continuation of this policy principle.   
 
CompTIA appreciates the opportunity to share our views on this important issue.  We will 
continue to work with the stakeholders to ensure that domestic and international policy goals are 
addressed through the appropriate bodies and, therefore, provided with the optimum opportunity 
for success.  Likewise, we will also continue to work to maintain and improve upon the 
successful private sector management of the Internet 

 


