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Washington, D .C . 20520

1, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR . HENRY A . KISSINGER
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject : Status Report on Hijacked TWA Aircraf t

In spite of continuous pressure from a number o f
sources, the Syrian Government still persists in holdin g
the two Israeli passengers of the TWA aircraft . We
understand that the passengers have been visited b y
ICRC representatives who report they are well . Also ,
Washington Post correspondent Jesse Lewis, who inter-
viewed the passengers on October 1, has reported t o
our Embassy in Beirut that the Syrian Government seeme d
to be anxious that his interview with the detainees b e
as free as possible . Lewis' impression was that the
Syrians were anxious to find a face-saving means of
divesting themselves of the two passengers .

The Italian Embassy in Damascus has reported tha t
it delivered the Secretary's message to Syrian Presiden t
Atassi to the Secretary General of the Syrian Foreign
Ministry, who in turn undertook to deliver it to Atass i
upon the latter's return from North Korea . Although
Atassi has returned from North Korea, we have not ye t
received a reply to the Secretary's letter .
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The wives of the two detained Israelis have come t o
the United States to press their appeal for action t o
secure the release of their husbands . They went firs t
to New Orleans and then to-Washington where they calle d
on Deputy Assistant Secretary Davies on October 16 . They
were informed of actions we have taken to date, and they
were assured that we will continue our efforts until the
release of the two men is secured .

The Secretary General of International Civil Aviatio n
Organization (ICAO) sent a follow-up message to the Syrian
Government regarding the two passengers . The Syrian repl y
was unsatisfactory, inasmuch as it did not address itself
to the question of the two passengers . Our representative
in ICAO is taking the matter up with the ICAO Council agai n
very soon .

We have learned that the Syrian Government has been
most cooperative with TWA in preparations for the repai r
and repatriation of the aircraft . TWA plans to send
about 45 technicians to Damascus on October 26 with a
new nose section for the aircraft . The repair period
is estimated at from five to six weeks .

We have confirmed reports that the Syrian Governmen t
has indeed released the two hijackers, and they are appar-
ently now in Jordan . The Italian Embassy in Damascus i s
of the view that they were released in response to critical
propaganda from Iraq . In any event, we find it deplorabl e
that the Syrian Government would release them rather tha n
bring them to trial, and have so stated publicly .

Our Embassy in Beirut was informed on October 15 that
the Director of Syrian Arab Airlines told the TWA repre-
sentative in Damascus that outside mediation is needed t o
bring about the release of the two passengers . The Director
suggested three possible mediators : IATA, UN and the United
States Government . The Director recognized that the two



3

Israelis should be released, but he said there was stron g
political opposition to releasing them . In this connection ,
an official of the Italian Embassy has reported that Syria n
Government efforts to resolve their internal difference s
over releasing the two Israelis have become deadlocked .

Israeli Permanent Representative to the UN Tekoa h
informed our UN Mission on October 15 that he had dis-
cussed the situation with U Thant . U Thant told Tekoa h
that he was continuing his efforts but refused to disclos e
details for fear of a leak . U Thant was mildly optimistic .

Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.	 	 	 	 	 Executive Secretary




