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1 . PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL RECEIVED ME LAST NIGHT (JANUA RY 20)
AT 8:00 P .M . FOR DISCUSSION OF THE OPIUM QUESTION . I HAD SEE N

HIM THREE TIMES IN THE PAST TEN DAYS BUT ALWAYS IN THE COMPAN Y
OF A VISITING AMERICAN AND HAD NOT MYSELF BROUGHT UP THE OPIUM
QUESTION . HOWEVER, WHEN SENATOR JAVITS SAW HIM ON JANUARY 1

5,THE SENATOR, AS HE HAD DONE EARLIER THAT DAY TO PRESIDENT SUNA Y,
SPOKE BRIEFLY BUT ELOQUENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY ON THE DISASTROU S
EFFECT OF HEROIN AND NARCOTICS ADDICTION ON THE PEOPLE OF HI S
STATE, NEW YORK. THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED TO SENATOR JAVIT S
ALONG FAMILIAR LINES, SAYING THAT HE HAD HAD DISCUSSIONS WIT H
ME AND EARLIER WITH AMBASSADOR HART AND THAT TURKEY WA S
DOING ALL IT COULD TO CUT BACK ON OPIUM POPPY PRODUCTION .
EVENTUALLY, HE SAID, THERE WOULD BE NO PRODUCTION IN TURKEY .

2. I OPENED THE DISCUSSION WITH AN ACCOUNT OF MY CONVERSATIO N
WITH THE PRESIDENT ON DECEMBER 22. I TOLD THE PRIME MINISTE R
THAT PRESIDENT NIXON WANTED HIM TO KNOW THAT HE CONSIDERE D
TURKISH-AMERICAN RELATIONS OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE AND WA S
VERY PLEASED TO HEAR MY ACCOUNT OF THEIR PRESENT STAT E.
BUT THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ASSOCIATES



HAD EXPRESSED THEIR G REAT CONCERN ABOUT THE EFFECT OF OPIUM
PRODUCTION IN TURKEY ON THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE US AN D
THEIR DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT HA D

NOT BEEN ABLE TO TAKE MORE DRASTIC ACTION TO ELIMINAT E
PRODUCTION. THE SITUATION A

S I SAW IT IN WASHINGTON HAD CLEARLY CHANGED FROM WHA

T ITHAD BEEN WHEN AMBASSADOR HART HAD FIRST DISCUSSED THE OPIU M
PROBLEM IN THE FIRST PLACE . THE PROBLEM HAD BECOME MUCH GRAVE R
AND THAT DURING MY VISIT TO THE US I HAD BECOME MORE
ACUTELY AWARE OF THE INTENSE PREOCCUPATION OF AMERICAN S
AT ALL LEVELS WITH THE PROBLE M OF NARCOTICS. THE RELATIONSHI P
BETWEEN CRIME AND NARCOTICS ADDICTION WAS CLEARLY EVIDENT AN D
DRASTIC MEASURES WERE BEING TAKEN TO COPE WITH THE PROBLEM .
SECONDLY, THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION HAD DECIDED TO MAK E
THE NARCOTICS QUESTION PARTICULARLY THE PRODUCTION AN D

ILLEGAL IMPORT OF OPIUM, A MAJOR FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVE .
I GAVE THE PRIME MINISTER A COPY OF THE CLIPPING THE PRESIDEN T
HAD GIVEN ME FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES OF DECEMBER 22 WHICH
PATHETICALLY RECOUNTED THE STORY OF THE 50 YOUTHS IN NEW YOR K
WHO HAD SPENT THE DAY CAROLING IN MEMORY OF THE 21 0 TEENAGER S
WHO HAD KILLED THEMSELVES FROM OVERDOSE S OF HEROIN I N
NEW YORK CITY THAT YEAR. I ALSO GAVE HIM A CLIPPING FROM

A RECENT EDITION OF THE HERALDTRIBUNE TELLING OF THE DEAT H
IN NEW YORK CITY OF 900 PEOPLE LAST YEAR FROM NARCOTIC S
AS WELL AS A CLIPPING ON MR . MANFREDI WHO DIED WHIL E
ATTENDING A WHITE HOUSE MEETING ON THE NARCOTICS QUESTIO N.
I ALSO GAVE HIM A COPY OF THE BOOK "VIOLEN T
CRIME - THE CHALLENGE TO OUR CITIES” AUTOGRAPHED B Y
D R. MOYNIHAN . I SAID TO HIM THAT AS A GOVERNMEN T
SERVANT WHO HAD SPENT SOME OF THE BEST YEARS OF HIS 	 LIFE A S

INFORMATION OFFICER, THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME I HAD GIVEN OU T
A BOOK OF THIS KIND WHICH CERTAINLY DID NOT SHOW THE US A T
ITS BEST .

3 . HAVING DECIDED THAT O N THE BASIS OF WHAT THE PRIME MINISTE R

HAD SAID TO SENATOR JAVITS THAT SOMETHING NEW WAS NEEDED, I
TOLD HIM THAT I WAS AUTHORIZED TO OFFER TH E
GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY A $5 MILLION PROGRAM GRANT FOR COMMODIT Y
IMPORTS TO ASSIST IN THE FINANCIAL COST OF DESTROYING THE CRO P

THAT WAS NOW IN THE GROUND. THE PRIME MINISTER, WHO HAD BEEN LISTENING WITH THE



GREATEST ATTENTION AND WHO SEEMED TO ME TO BE QUITE OBVIOUSL Y
IMPRESSED BY THE EVIDENCE OF HEIGHTENED IMPORTANCE GIVEN TO TH E
NARCOTICS QUESTION BY THE US, SAID THAT TURKEY WAS AN ALL Y
OF THE US AND WANTED TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP U .S. I N
THIS SER IOUS MATTER . HE SAID "LET US THINK OF WHAT WE CAN DO . "

HE THOUGH THAT PLOWING UNDER THE PRESENT CROP, FROM THE STANDPOIN T
OF POLITICAL AND TECHNICAL PRACTICALITY, WAS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE ,
AND HE AGAIN REVIEWED SOME OF HIS POLITICAL PROBLEMS . HE ALS O

SAID THAT HE DID NOT THINK TT WAS A QUESTION OF MONEY BUT O F
FINDING SOME NEW WAY TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM . HE WANTED M E

TO LET THE PRESIDENT KNOW THAT HE WOULD TAKE A NEW LOO K
AT THE PROBLEM AND SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE. HE WOULD BE I N

TOUCH WITH ME LATER FOR FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON FUTURE COURSE S
OF ACTIO N.

5. COMMENT: I BELIEVE WE MADE SOME HEADWAY AT THIS MEETING .
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE US AND FRENC H

GOVERNMENTS, PLUS THE RECENT EXECUTION BY IRAN OF TE N
PERSONS INVOLVED IN OPIUM SMUGGLING FROM TURKEY, AS WEL L
AS THE USGS HIGH-LEVEL POLICY DETERMINATIONS, AND TH E
PRESIDENT S CLOSE PERSONAL INTEREST ALL COMBINED TO MAKE TH E
PRIM E MINISTER REALIZE THAT THIS WAS INDEED A NEW BALL GAME .
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT MAKE MUCH OF TH

E $5MILLION GRANT OFFER, IT COULD BE VERY IMPORTAN T
TO HIM IF HE DECIDES TO TAKE THE DRASTIC STEP OF DESTROYIN G
THE PRESENT CROP . I THINK I SHOULD FOR THE MOMENT LEAVE I T
UP TO HIM T O COME UP WITH SOME NEW PROPOSALS OR CONSIDERE D
REACTIONS TO LAST NIGHTS DISCUSSION . IF I DO NOT HEA R
FROM HIM IN A WEEK OR TWO ON THE SUBJECT, I WILL TAKE TH E
INITIATIVE AND ASK FOR ANOTHER MEETING . GP-3 .
HANDLEY




