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ACTION: Amembassy Madrid

INFO: Amembassy Quito
QUITO FOR LEGAL ADVISER STEVENSON

SUBJECT: Law of the Sea
EXDIS

1. Spanish Ambassador Arguelles met with President Nixon
3:30 p.m. December 9 to deliver personally letter from
General Franco on Law of the Sea which is reply to

President's letter to:Franco of October 19.

2. Following is text of translation of Franco letter:

QUOTE
MADRID, November 18,11971, REHX
Dear Mr. President:

As Ambassador Hill will have informed you, I received
him promptly in order that he might deliver to me per-
sonally your letter of October 19 last on the subject of
navigation and overflight through and over straits.

I have given the contents of your 1etter my fullest

“attention. You are aware of the sincerity of my feeling
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of friendship toward your country and toward you persoconally,
and you know of my earnest desire always for the best

of understanding between our two Governments, since there

is so much that links the destinies of the American

and Spanish peoples.

Nevertheless, I must tell you that the geﬁéral pro-
posal of the United States on freedom of navigation and
overflight through and over straits particularly affects
long-range Spanish interests. The Strait of Gibraltar,
which as you know attains ®% a breadth of seven and a half
miles in some places and is partially situated inside
Spanish territorial waters,‘is and has been throughout
history a point of vital importance to Spain, both strategi-
cally and economically. Its importance has been accentuated
by modern progress in all its aspects, and it is not con-
ceivable that my country, or any other country in the same
position, should renounce legal protection of its legi-

timate interests when a possible revision of the Law of |
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)  graat lmportance to all matt&rs relating to tha area

: mninta1nQd Spanish claim with which ymuux you ara familiar. 

ﬁfCooPcratiom with the Unltad States, in its varlous olauaec
"féand in its implemcntation by the authoritles of éur two

"‘fcountrims, providas an adaqu'“a arrang¢mmnt for ansuring

'tha Sea. is projeot@d

I wiah to mention alsc that publlc oplnlon in my

H

"ecountry and tha thinklng of:miMown Govarnment attach |

of Gibraltar,ywhich is th@ subject of tha permafcntly

X yAccording tc th@ Unitad Statas proposal, not only v 7

tho a:forcas as:igned to dafenle of tha Wﬁst would hava h

~tha unrastrictcd right of fraa navigation and over—

fiight but also thosa of any Gthar powar, including

| the Soviet Union and China._ This situation would in m'yw

judqment, aggravata thc potontinlvthreat to which you

alluda in your lett@r with a concarn that I shar@.

In my. opinion, ‘our Agrmemmnt of Friendship and

- bﬂkﬁﬁn SY; — L m;:,,.’,,vw

o nnM;f*‘
L. 4-68" :
——

DECLASSIFIED ;
PA/HO Department of State .
~E.O. 12958, as amended
July 12, 2005




sperin

Classificatlon

@f State

B
§
o
?l‘
. =3
}1
e

’ msmmunoﬁ "'r:,f |
T L[ ACTION ?AGE 4 1
*7the manuev&rablilty of your forces in this arsa, without

~w7'th@ na&d of modifying tha l@gal ragim& of 1nnocant paaﬁaga

through th@ Strait which rolpects th& soverali”ty of

he coastal Statas and thair ghtwof self- dafensa.k‘

In @xprumsing my positi

with all frankﬁ@ss,'as you

lkod me to do,¢I wish oncﬁ i:o reanew my nantimnnts of"

friendahip and elteam to
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