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KEY U.S. INITIATIVES AT THE UNITED NATIONS:

Democracy Fund, Democracy Caucus,
and Human Rights Council

UN Democracy Fund

Following President’s Bush call to the UN General
Assembly to establish a fund to assist nations seeking to
transition to democracy or strengthen their democratic
institutions, UN Secretary General Annan created the UN
Democracy Fund on July 4, 2005. The UN Democracy
Fund will provide grants to non-governmental organiza-
tions, states, and international organizations to carry out
democratization projects, particularly those that help
develop civil society and democratic institutions. The
Fund will supplement and help increase overall coordina-
tion of UN democracy efforts and generate greater interest

and commitment toward funding and implementation.

The UN Democracy Fund
highlights the President’s
conviction that the UN must play
an important role in promoting
democracy, and the creation of the
UN Democracy Fund is a key
step toward achieving that goal.
I As described by the President at
the 2004 UN General Assembly, the UN Democracy Fund
“would help countries lay the foundations of democracy by
instituting the rule of law, independent courts, a free press,
political parties, and trade unions.” Numerous UN member
states have expressed support for the Fund, notably India as a
key partner and financial supporter along with the U.S.

Democracy Caucus

Democratic nations share a common commitment to
promote human rights and fundamental freedoms. The
United States believes that democratic nations must work
more closely together in order to help the United Nations
live up to its founding principles. The Democracy Caucus
at the United Nations — a network of democratic nations
working together — advances the work of the UN in areas

such as human rights, good

governance, and the rule of law.

The Democracy Caucus does not
supplant longstanding regional or
other groupings, but rather
provides an added mechanism for
like-minded democratic nations
to cooperate. Countries use the —
Caucus as a supplementary network to cooperate on
resolutions, on such areas as promoting democratic

transitions, rule of law, and corruption-free societies.

Human Rights Council

We support the Secretary-General’s initiative to replace the
Commission on Human Rights with an action-oriented
Human Rights Council, whose membership should not
include states with a record of abuse. The current
Commission’s lack of credibility, where human-rights abusers
sit in judgment of democratic countries, is widely
acknowledged. The new Council’s mandate would be to
address human rights emergencies and the most egregious
human rights abuses, to provide technical assistance, and to
promote human rights as a global priority. The new Council
would meet through the year, unlike the current six-week
Commission, in order to be able to respond in a timely

manner to emerging or grave situations.
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