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DEPARTMENT OF STAT E

Washington, D .C . 2052 0

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Military Coup in Uganda

Uganda's President, A . Milton Obote, on his way
back from the Singapore Commonwealth Conference, appear s
to have been overthrown today by a military coup d'etat .
Fighting broke out in Kampala and Jinja in the earl y
hours of January 25 . Around 3 :15 p .m . Radio Uganda
broadcast a statement that a military coalition headed
by Major General Idi Amin, Chief of the Defense Staff ,
and backed by the Commander of the Police, had take n
over the government .

It is not clear how solid Amin's position is .
Although the fighting subsided this afternoon, i t
has reportedly resumed tonight, presumably betwee n
Amin's forces and those still loyal to the President .
Obote landed at Nairobi several hours ago and is sai d
to be consulting with Kenya's leaders .

There have been no reports of injuries involvin g
Americans or other foreigners .

Statements by military spokesmen have attacke d
Obote for favoring his own Langi tribe and accuse d
him and his followers of getting rich at the expens e
of the "common man" while preaching socialism . Whil e
the southern Bantu, particularly the Baganda (who hav e
long opposed Obote) do not seem to have been directl y
involved, they are for the moment at least probabl y
sympathetic with the announced aims of the coup leader s
despite an aversion to military rule . These goal s
include the release of political detainees and a n
early return to civilian government with free elections .



The military government has called upon minister s
and civil servants to return to work, but we do not
at the moment know of the wherabouts of most member s
of Obote's Government or whether all the minister s
would be acceptable to the new regime . The statements
of the new leaders suggest they would seek a govern-
ment of national unity that might be more conservativ e
than Obote's both in national and international issues .

Theodore L . Eliot, Jr .
Executive Secretary


